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Minenram narrat Homerus, poetarum pnnceps, inter bet- 
lantium turmas Diomedi apparuifle ; oculorumque caliginem^ 
utbellantes Deos ab homimbus poflet difcernere, difcufniTe. 
Quod figmentum Plato in Alcibiade Secundo^ p. i jo, torn. ii. 
nihil interpretatur quam rationem ipfani) qu'se, difcufla caligine 
qua quifque tenetur, animum fsecibus puigat» ut oiala bonare 
poffit propius contemplari. 

SaNCTII MlNE&tA» 



PREFACE. 

And now left the motto of this 
book ftiould, though infinitely the 
beft part of it, pafs unobferved ; a 
loofe tranflation ftiall ferve to re- 
trace it, if coarfely, on the reader's 
mind, and fix more firmly there 
the firft impreffion. 

" Homer then, prince of poets, 
relates that Minerva appeared to 
Diomed in the battle, and clearing 
his fight, fet to view the warring 
deities, giving him power to dif- 
cern which were gods and which 
were men.-T-While Plato explains 
the allegory into no more than 
this: How Wifdom or Reafon 
ihould in like manner fo diipel the 
b mills 
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mifls of the mind, that it may be 
at liberty to difcern, examine, and 
contemplate what is good and what 
is evil." 

If then to the feleflion of words 
in converfation and elegant collo- 
quial language a book may give 
afliftance, the Author^ with that de- 
ference file fo juftly owes a gene- 
rous public, modeftly offers her*s ; 
perfuaded that, while men teach to 
write with propriety, a woman may 
at worft be qualified — through long 
practice — to direfl; the choice of 
phrafes in familiar talk. Nor has 
iht Ars rede loquendi, as Sanftius calls 
grammar, efcaped her obfervation, 
though this may furely be fetting 
talk fomewhat too high ; for gram- 
mar, that teaches us to analyfe 
fpcech into her elements, and a- 

gain 
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gain fynthetize her into that com- 
pofite form we commonly find be- 
fore us, might have pretenfions to 
a higher title, terming itfelf An 
reBe Jcrihendi rather — Province of 
men and fcholars, fome of whom 
have told me that Ammonias has 
obferved, I believe in Com* de 
Prasdk, p. 28, that even a child 
knows how to put a fentence to- 
gether, and fay Socrates walketh; 
but how to refolve this fentence 
into noun and verb, thefe again 
into fyllables, and fyllables into 
letters or elements — here he is at a 
ftand. Of this, indeed, firft of mun- 
dane fciences it befits me to be a 
learner, not a teacher, while one 
of the moft defirable appellations 
in our unafTuming tongue implies 
a pupil or lludent rather than a 
b 2 dodor 
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tautology, in d work undertaken 
hear the banks of that Thames 
which Sir John Denham defcribes, 
in terms fo clofely allied though 
never fynonymous, fo truly beauti- 
ful, though approaching to redun- 
dancy: 

. Tho' deep yet clew, tho' gentle yet not dull, 
$trong without rage, without o'erflowing— full. 
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X H E firft word which on a curforjr 
furvey of alphabetical arrangement appears 
to have many brothers in (ignification is the 
verb ABANDON^ and he brings with him 
no inconfiderable number ; for example : 



TO ABANDON, FORSAKE, RELINQUISH, 
GIVE UP, DESERT, QUIT, LEAVE. 



OF thefe feven verbs then, fo varioufly 
derived, though at firft fight appuently fy« 
nonymous, converfing does certainly better 
fhew the peculiar appropriation, than books, 
however learned; for whilft through them 

VOL. I. B by 
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by ftudy all due information may certainly 
be obtained, familiar talk tells us in half an 
hour — That a man forsakes his miflxefs, 
ABANDONS all hope of regaining her loft 
efteem, relinquishes his pretenfions in 
favour of another; gives up a place of 
truft he held under the government, de- 
serts his party, leaves his parents in 
afflidHon, and quits the kingdom for ever. 

Other inftances will quickly prove to a 
foreigner that 'tis a well-received colloquial 
phrafe to fay, You leave London for the 
country? Telling us you quit it feems to 
convey a notion of your going fuddenly to 
the Continent. — ^'Ihat any one deserts it 
can fcarcely be faid with propriety, unlefs at 
a time of peftilence or tumults of ^ danger-^ 
cus riaturci when we obferve that the capital 
is deserted : although by an overftralned 
compliment a lady may poffibly hear fiich 
a word fometimes from a jnan who pretends 
afFedecHy to confid'er' her defertioii of thd, 
•"^ *' metropolis 
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metropolis as half criminal. Tliat you 
Givfi UP London looks as if 70U meant in 
future to refide upon your own eftate in the 
country, I think; while to relinquish a 
town life feems as if fomething was re- 
quired to make the fentence complete — ^as 
we RELINQUISH the joys of fociety for the 
tranquilfweetsof folitude — and the like. To 
FORSAKE London would be a foppi& ex-> 
preflion; and to fay we were going to A b an^ 
BON it, as if it could fcarce fubiift without 
US, would fet people olaughing. The par- 
ticiples from thefe verbs evince the various 
acceptations of their principals. — That fel- 
low is GIVEN UP to every vice, is an expreC* 
fion popular and common ; but when we 
fpeak of him as abandoned of all virtue, 
or FORSAKEN of all good, the phrafe ap- 
proaches to folemnity, and is at leaf): ex- 
preffive of the man's total ruin even in this 
tranfitory world. 



He 
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He is now nearly given up by fociety, 
fay people in common converfation, when 
telling rakifh ftories of a. man' whofe con- 
dud has merited the negled of his virtuous 
companions ; but foon as they defcribe 
a human creature deserted of every 
friend, and jleft on a defolate ifland, aban- 
doned to forrow and remorfej new fen- 
fatipns are excited, comqiiferation takes its 
turn, nor can the moll rigid refufe pity to 
fuch a ftate of diftrefs. 



ABASEMENT, DEPRESSION, ' DERELICTION^ 
BEING BROUGHT^LOW, &c. 



THESE terms are given as fynonymous 
in every didionary, I believe; yet I onCe 
knew a man incapal}le of depression 
though his ABASEJ^SNT was notorious: and 
it will probably be juftly recorded X)f a great 

ladyy 
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lady, whofe M from perhaps the very firft 
fituation of focial life has ^Ued out much of 
our attention in thefe modern times — ^that 
though BkOUGHT exceedingly LOtsr, from 
a ftrange combination of unexpedled events, 
while fufFering fevere depression of fpi- 
rits, net without frequent dereliction of 
her fine faculties, yet no one has hitherto 
been able to obferve the fmalleft deviation 
towards abasement in her general cUa« 
rafter of dignity. 



TO ABET, ENCOURAGE, PUSH FORWARD, 
SUPPORT, MAINTAIN, 



ARE five verbs much alike in their gene- 
ral fignification, yet eafily diverfified by the 
manner of applying them in familiar life, 
and fo certainly capable of peculiar appro- 
priation, that even thofc who are themfelves 
B 3 ignorant 
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ignorant of any rcafon why they ufe cx- 
preiiions of fuch corrednefs in common talk, 
will hardly mifs of managing thp matter 
rightly. We may for infiance by ill chance 
hear one confident fellow faying to another. 
The young Countefs does fure enough ap- 
pear plainly to encouragb our fiiend 
Clodius's pretenfions: now if you will un- 
dertake to ABET his caufe with your fword, 
I have myfelf at prefent money to main- 
tain it ; and an acquaintance at hand befide 
that can support him with good intereft; 
and fo PUSH forward his proiperous for- 
tunes upon this probable hazard, that he 
fliall foon be in a fituation to repay us all." 



TO ABHOR, TO LOATH, TO DETEST, 
TO HATE, 

ARE likewife apparently fynonymous ex- 
preffions of acrimonious dillike, yet may be 

made 
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made applicable to thole qualities which call 
for words denoting particular fentiraents oT 
difguil; and a lady of no deep literature will 
fcarcely fail to utter her averfion for a difa- 
greeable lover, in terms wholly unequivocal, 
and which could not eafily be changed to ' 
advantage by the moft learned profeffor, 
when ftie fays, "I hate Caprinus for the 
afFediation ever vifible in that ugly perfon of 
his, while I loath its naftinefs; we all 
agree to D£T£ST his condud I beUeve, and 
for my own part I abhor his principles." 



ABJECT, MEAN, DESPICABLE, WORTHLESS^ 
VILE, DESTITUTE. 



ALL adjedives of moft contemptible im- 
port truly, yet fuch as a fallen courtier might 
deferve even in their full extent and accumu- 
lated ftrength of expreffion, if being ori- 
B 4 ginally 
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ginally a man of high birth aad good edu* 
iration, his fentiments w^re not the ^eft 
pESPiCABifEt aod if his vile inteiitioiis and 
WORTHLESS heart laid opeii, he becamQ, 
V^hen pEgTjTUTE of royal fcivourj ftudiou§ 
hy MEAN artifices to obtain its refloration^ 
and ABJECT in his manners y^h^O hopelef$ 
pf its return. - 



^ ABILITY, CAPACITY, POWER, 



THESE fubftantivesy though often ufed 
in place of eaph other, proy? that their 
meaningjs are not fynonympus, by their 
requiring adjedives confeffedly different tp 
attend them. Thus we fay a man of 
STHQ^G or WEAK ABILITY, becaufe that 
word dpnqtes an acflive; quality pf the mindj 
while tp describe the limits of capacity, 
|hf tern^s lar^e and Ji^all^ wfVf and narrow^ 
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JhaUow ox profound^ are the propereft— *be- 
caufe CAPACITY is a paffive quality of our 
iateile^l, and implks that- the fpeaker here 
TooTiders mind as 4 redipientt and muft be- 
How pn.]i( iucb epithets, ^one as fuit that 
jfupporition, 

EXAMPLE* 

Qarendon being a man of forcible and 
vigorous ASiLiTiES^ was an exceedingly 
t^feful fervant to a prince of diiputed 
}^0WBR| and haying befides an excellent 
9Xi^ epgtcrifive cAPACiTYjhe ftorcd his mind 
with a variety of ideas that entertained him-r 
jfelf and his friends in retiremcntt 



ACQJJIREMENTS, ACQJJISITI0N8, 
ATTAINMENTS* 

ALL mean things obtained by chance, 
or elfe procured with difficulty : we have 
put the laft firft The wofds ' are neatly 
fepfu:4te4 in common conv^^tion, an4 

adapted 
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adapted by cufiom to the peculiar ufes o£ 
talents, riches, or power. Dercylis (fay 
we) ha$ made confiderable acquirs- 
MSNTS fince the education her fiither now 
gives her has commenced ; and it was fingu- 
larly happy for his family, that the fudden 
ACQUISITION of fortune fell to him at a 
time when his children were all young: 
The brother is breeding to the church I 
hear, and doubt not tut his attain- 
ments will do them all the credit they 
dcferve. — ^The laft of thefe words feems, I 
know not why, to be almoft fet apart for 
ferious and even folemn purpofes — We fay 
the ATTAINMENT of our falvation, not its 

ACQUIREMENT Or ACQUISITION. 



ACTIVE, ASSIDUOUS, SEDULOUS, DILIGENT, 
INDUSTRIOUS. 

QUALITIES all of the fame genui 
certainly, but dHFering in fpecies as a Lin* 

naean 
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nsean would fay : In cpmnion converfadoB, 
however^ the art a foreigx^ opens this ho6k 
in order to learn, they commonly run as 
follows:— While natives of every nation agree 
chat the king is happy who is feired by an 
ACTIVE minifter, ever ikbustrious to 
promote his country's welfare, not lefs Di« 
LIGENT to obtain intelligence of what is 
pal&ng fUU at other courts, than assidu- 
ous to relieve the cares of his royal mafter, 
and SEDULOUS to ftudy the fureft methods 
of extending the commerce, of the empire 
abroad, while he leflfens all burthens upon 
the fubje£ts at home. When thefe words 
are applied to mere mental perfedion, we 
fay a lad of an adiive and diligent J^irif^ 
or elfe of an assiduous temper^ or sedu- 
lous but they can fcarcely be 
ufcd vice verfa without fome impropriety, 
becaufe adivity and diligence are real quali* 
ties of the man, to which ailiduity and a 
sedulous behaviour in the boy do na- 
turally 
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turaily difpofe him. The laft mentioned 
epithet is lefs' frequently bppofed to inac- 
tion however, or lifelefs ftupidity, than the 
others are, and juftly; becaufe it implies 
a mere tranquil and fteady employmeD?r, 
either of body or mind — and this from its 
Tery derivation, as he may furely be deem-* 
cd no better than a confummate idkr, who 
is SEDULOUSLY bent upon cutting a cherry- 
'ftone into fix chairs and a table, for ten 
years together, inftead of purfuing fomc 
bufinefs, honourable or profitable, by 
which both himfelf and the community 
might have, been reciprocally benefited. 
This kind of plodding, pertinacious temper 
may be turned to good account in young 
people however, who, if they have luck, may 
get into a line of the law, where little more 
is wanted than fuch a difpofition to lead 
them on, by their own rule fair and foft- 
\j to a confiderable height ; yet fome ad- 

"ditiou of ASSIDUITY in plcafing the attor- 
neys 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. %^ 

ueys has been kaoiim to quicken their 
progrels. 

.. ! . ' r . I • "-i • 1 ^ 

ACUTENE89» SHARPNESS, QUICKNESS, 
KEENNESS. 



I F applied to intelled, a man is faid po» 
pularly to reafon with the firft of thefe 
qualities, I think— to converfe, if fuch be 
his cuftom, with the fecond — ^to conceive 
with the third — and. to difpute or argue, 
with the fourth. When turned in^ ad^ 
Terbs, and applied to objeds of mere fen« 
fation, we fay. The ftudent learns QUiCK-* 
I.Y ; his fifter difcerns diftances acutely; 
and the razor {haves kebnly. Coarfe 
people have meantime, by the too frequent 
uie of their favourite figure Aphsece(is» 
ren4ered it vulgar to call apy one . an 

ACUTE 
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ACUTE fellow by the way of faying he U « 
fliarp-witted one ; it having been a pradice 
lately, among low Londoners, to fay, when 
they like a boy — how 'cute he is ! So that 
the word would now fhock a polifhed 
circle from its groflhefs.— A nation like 
ours, where reception depends Icfs on efta- 
blifhed rank, than that gained by talents 
and manner, has a natural tendency to 
keep the language of high , people apart 
from that of the low — ^nd while the fena- 
tor of Venice bears his gondolier talk juft' 
like himfelf, without being furprifed or of- 
fended, nor thinks of defiring hia fon to 
avoid mean phrafcs ufcd by the coffee- 
houfe boy ; our parents and fchool teachers 
wear out their lives in keeping the con- 
fines of convcrfation free from all touch of 
vicinity with ordinary people; who are 
known to be fuch bere^ the moment they 
open their, moxiths. Whole fentcnces are 

^ oftea 

V 
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often difmifTed the drawing-roomi only be« 
caufe they are familiar .in a fhop. He is a 
rough diamond^ fays the upper journeyman 
at his club, when fpeaking of the appren« 
tice, whom he conceives to be a perfon of 
intrinfic worth, but wanting poliflu Now 
'tis impoffible to find a better phrafe for 
fuch a charadter ; yet no gentleman or lady 
ufes the expreifion, becaufe it is a favourite 
with the vulgar. A thoufand fuch others 
might be found. Let not my foreign readers^ 
however, haftily condemn the word acute, 
and fay I taught them fo ; for, in a ferious 
fenfe, ^tis ftill a good one ; nor will any 
Englifliman accufe them of impropriety, 
for faying Mr. Burke is an acute reafoner, 
or that the feeling of Mrs. Siddons mufl 
be fingularly acute, or flie could not fo 
SHARPEN diftrefs in reprefentation. 



ADVICE, 
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ADVICE, COUNSEL, DELlBEllATIO^^. 



OF thefc I know not whether it might not 
be juftly aflBrmed, that the firft chiefly be- 
longs to the fcience of medicine; the fecond 
is appropriated by the law ; while political 
fubjedts require cool deliberation. A 
native is in no danger of miftaking here ; 
but a ftranger may perhaps be glad to have 
it fuggefted to him, that the minifler was 
detained by advice of his phyficians from 
attending to the deliberations of yefter* 
day's committee; where. things pafled fopo:- 
verfely during his abfence^ th^t counssx^ 
muft adtetlly be alked of the judges now 
concerning the refult. 



AFf A-» 
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AFFABILITY, CONDESCENSION, COURTESY, 
GRAClbUSNESS, 



ARE nearly fynonymous ; thouglji com-- 
mon difcourfe does certainly admit that an 
equal may be affable — ^which I fhould 
ftill think wrong in a printed book, and un- 
pleafing every where ; beciufe the word it* 
felf feems to imply fuperiority. We will 
allow however that the lofty courtesy 
of a princefs lofes little of its gracious- 
NEss, although fome condescension be 
left vifible through the exterior affabili- 
ty J but that among people where talents or' 
fortune only make the difference, a ftrain of 
poliflied familiarity, or familiar politenefs — 
call it as you will — is the behaviour moft 
likely to attract affedionate efteem. * 



VOL. U C AJFEC- 
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AFFECTION, PASSION, TENDERNESS, 
FONDNESS, LOVE, 



THE firft four of thefe words, then, fo 
commonly, fo conftantly in ufe, are, al- 
though fimilar, certainly not fynonymous ; 
and the laft, which always ought and I hope 
often does comprehend them all, is not fel- 
dom fubftituted in place of its own compo- 
nent parts, for fuch are all thofe that precede 
it. - Foreigners however will recoiled!, that 
the firft of thefe words is ufually adapted to 
that regard which is confequent on ties of 
blood ; that the fecond naturally and necef- 
farily prefuppofes and implies difference of 
fex ; while the reft without impropriety may 
be attributed to friendfliip, or beftowed on 
babes. I have before me the definition of 
FONDi^Ess, given into my hands many years 
ago by a moft eminent logician, though Dr. 
Johnfon never did acquiefce in it. 

"Fond- 
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" Fondness,*' fays the Definer, " is the 
hafty and injudicious determination of the 
will towards promoting the prefent gratifi- 
cation of fome particular o^jeft.'* 

" Fondness/' faid Dr. Johnfon, is ra- 
ther the hafty and injudicious attribution of 
excellence, fomewhat beyond the power of 
attainment, to the object of our afFedlion." 

Both thefe definitions may pollibly be in- 
eluded in fondness ; my own idea of the 
whole may be found in the following ex- 
ample : 

Amintor and Afpafia are models of true 
love ; 'tis now feven years fince their mu- 
tual PASSION was fandified by marriage; 
and fo little is the lady's affection dimi^ 
niflied, that flie fate up nine nights fuccef* . 
fively laft winter by her hufband s bed-fide, 
when he had on him a malignant fever that 
frighted relations, friends, fervants, all away. 
Nor can any one allege that her tender- 
ness 1$ ill repaid, while we fee him gaze^ 
C a upon 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 



upon her features with that fondness 
which is capable of creating charms for it- 
felf to admire, and liften to her talk with a 
fervour of admiration fcarce due to the moft 
brilliant genius. 

For the reft, *tis my opinion that men 
love for the moft part with warmer passion 
than women do — at leaft than Englifli wo- 
men, and with more tranfitory fondness 
mingled with that paftion: while 'tis na- 
tural for females to feel a fofter tender- 
ness; and when their affections are 
completely gained, they are found to be 
more durable. 



afflic- 
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AFFLICTION, LAMENTATION, SADNESS, 
SORROW, MISERY; GRIEF, CONCERN, 
COMPUNCTION, CONTRITION, DISTRESS. 



WE are come, by a melancholy though 
fudden tranfition; from 

Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleafure's fmiling Train, 

To 

Hate, Fear, and Grief, die family of Pain ; 
As Mr. Pope fays. 

The difmal fubftantives are not however 
fynonymous ; for there may be much la- 
mentation certainly with little distress, 
and grief enough, God knows, without due 
CONTRITION: which laft word ever car- 
ries a religious fenfe along, and is chiefly 
ufed upon pious occafions, as preparatoiy 
to ferious amendment, and a new life. 
There are, notwithftanding all this, exam- 
ples enough I fear of worldly fituations, 
C 3 that 



22 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

that may unhappily include the whole fy- 
nonymy. For inftance, 

Mercator's unexpected death impels many 
of our common acquaintance to make heavy 
LAMENTATION; fomc frieuds feel fmcere 
SORROW; and I profefs myfelf fenfible of 
very particular concern. His family is 
in the deepeft sadness, as I hear; and you 
will doubtlefs be led to pity their AF- 
TLiCTioN, when told that the pofture of 
their pecuniary affairs is likely very much 
to heighten the distress. His fon's grief 
is poflibly conneded with compunction 
too, .as fearing his extravagant condufl might 
have haftened his father's end : and when 
his filly widow fees the misery brought 
upon her more deferving children by that 
blind partiality (he fhewed to her eldeft boy, 
her heart will I hope feel contrition 
enough to produce true repentance for the 
wretched part fhe has adled. 



AMI 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. as 



AMIABLE, LOVELY, CHARMING, 
FASCINATING. 



THESE elegant attributives — fo the 
learned James Harris terms adjedives de- 
noting properties of mind or body— appear 
at firft more likely to turn out fynonymes, 
than upon a clofer infpedion we fliall be 
able to obferve: while daily experience 
evinces that there is an almoft regular ap- 
propriation of the words; as thus — -an ami- 
able charader, a lovely complexion, a 
CHARMING finger, a fascinating con- 
verfer j — the firft of 'thefe appearing to de^ 
ferve our love, the next to claim it, the third 
to Jieal it from us as by magic; the laft of. 
all to draWy and to detain it, by a half in- 
vifible, yet wholly refiftlefs power. Nor. 
does the epithet ever come fo properly into 
play, as when tacked to an unfeen method of 
attracting: for pofitive beauty needs not 
C 4 fafci- 



24 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

fafcination to afliil her conqu^fts ; and poH* 
tive wit feeks rather to dazzle and diftrefs, 
than wind hcrfelf round the hearts of her 
admirers ; while there is a mode of converf- 
ing that feduces attention, and enchains the 
faculties, 

"When Foote told a ftory at dinner time,'* 
faid Dr. Johnfon, " I refolved to difregard 
what I expelled would be frivolous ; yet as 
the plot thickened, my defire of hearing the . 
cataftrophe quickened at every word, and 
grew keener as we feemed approaching to- 
wards its conclufion. The fellow fajcinated 
me, Sir j I liftened and laughed, and laid 
down my knife and fork, and thought of 
nothing but Foote's converfation.'' 

Some Italian lines fet by Piccini, with 
expreffive dexterity, reprefent this power 
beyond all I have read — as defcriptive of 
female fafcination ; and every man who has 
been in love with a woman, not confeffedly 
beautiful, feels his heart beat r^fponfive to 

the 
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the verfes and the muilc, when fung with 
the good tafte they deferve. 

Will the lines be much out of place here? 
I hope not. 

In quel vifo furbarello 
V'e lui incognita magia i 
Non fi fa che diavol fia 

Ma fa Tuomo delirar. 
Qucgli occhietti cofi vaghi 
Ve lo giuro fon due maghij 
£ un fofpiro languidetto, 
Che fatica ufcir dal petto 

Vi fa fubito cafcar. 
Vengon per ultimo i cari accent!^ 
Le lagrimuccie; li fvenimenti, 
Ch'opprimer devono 

Perforza un cuor : 

Innumerabile 
S.on rincantefinii, 
Son I'arti magichi 

Del dio d'amor. 

The following imitation mifles its efFed, 
bccaufe the meafure is unfavourable, yet 
may ferve to convey the idea: 
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In that roguifh face one feet 
All her fex's witcheries } 
Playful fweetnefs, cold difdain. 
Every thing to turn one*s brain. 

Sparkling from expreffive eyes, 
Heaving in afFeflcd fighs. 
Sure deftruftipn ftill we find. 
Still we lofe our peace of mind. 

Touch'd by her half-trembling hand. 
Can the coldeft heart withftand ? 
While we dread the ftarting tear. 
And the tender accents hear. 

Numberlefs are fure the ways 
That flie fafcinates our gaze ; 
Magic arts her pow'r improve. 
Witcheries that wait On love. 



AMICABLE, AMICAL, FRIENDLY. 



The fecond of thefe adverbial adjeaiyes 
is very lately come very much into favour, 
8 and 
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and one hears it now perpetually in fafliion- 
able and literary circles. I cannot however 
delight in it myfelf — perhaps becaufe, turn- 
ing over Johnfon's folio, no trace of it, or of 
its oppofite, inimicaly can be found. This 
laft feems to have beenjately called up from 
the fchool-room to the houfe of commons, 
and from thence, of courfe, into the beft 
company. — I cannot find it — 'tis not in 
the bond," — as old Shylock fays ; yet may 
be ufeful in places where I know, not how 
to fubftitute a better, 

EXAMPLE. 

Machaon gave very friendly advice to 
Dornton and his Brother, wiftiing them at 
lead to part on amicable terms ; the 
youngeft is certainly inclined to a confump- 
tive habit; fo he wifely recommended coun- 
try air and afles' milk to him, as particularly 
AMJCAL to the conftitution. 



ANTI- 
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ANTIPATHY, AVERSION, DISGUST. 



THE firft of thefe difagreeable fenfa* 
tions we find chiefly excited I believe by 
inanimate things, or brutes. One man al- 
leges his unconquerable antipathy to 
a cat J another encourages his aversion to 
a Chefhire c^ieefe; and while Englifh ladies 
think it delicate to faint at touch or even 
fight of a frog, or toad— Roman ladies, 
accuftomed to noifome animals from the 
natural heat of their climate, fall into con- 
vulfions at a nofegay of flowers, or the fcent 
of a little lavender water. To fuch faftidi- 
ous companions it would not be perhaps 
wholly unreafonable to feel a certain degree 
of DISGUST ; and Arnold of Leicefterfliire 
tells us from experience, that increafing 
antipathies fhould be particularly dread- 
ed, as an almofl: certain indication of inci- 
pient raadnefs. 

autho- 
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AUTHORITY and POWER. 



THAT thefe till lately venerated fub- 
ftantives are no longer received as fynony- 
mous, the ftate of Europe demonftrates at 
this dreadful moment, when its faireft dif- 
tnCt revolts againft the Author of our 
holy religion, wrefting all reverence from 
his name, his houfe, his miniflers; and 
rendering ecclefiaftical authority a noun 
of no importance in their new-formed vo- 
cabulary, by dividing it eflentially from 
POWER, which in tbe/e days, as in thofe 
before civilization, is tranfmitted to the 
hand of the ftrongeft. Yet is not philology 
forgotten. Au t h or i t y does not naturally 
mean power, but the juft pretenfion to it. 
Shall the veffel fafhioned fay to the potter. 
Why haft thou made me thus ? cries an in- 
6 fpired 
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fpired writer — while Milton gives the fol- 
lowing confirmation of our meaning : 

Thou art my father, thou my author— -thou 
My being gav'ft me — whom fliould I obey 
But thee ? 

One other example from our great dnu 
matic poet, Rowe, will point out better than 
/could to foreigners, the difference betwixt. 

AUTHORITY and POWER. 

The refty knaves are over-run with eafe, 

As plenty ever is the nurfe of faftion. 

If in good days like thefe the headftrong herd 

Grow madly wanton and repine ; — it is 

Becaufe the reins of power are held too ilack> 

And reverend authority of late 

Has worn a face of mercy, more than juftice. 



AWEFUL, 
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AWEFUL, REVERENTIAL, SOLEMN. 



THE laft of thefe epithets begins the 
climax — A Gothick cathedral (fay we) is a 
SOLEMN place; its gloomy greatnefs difpofes 
one to REVERENTIAL behaviour, infpiring 
fentiments more fublime, and meditations 
much more AWEFUL,'than does a ftrudure 
on the Grecian model, though built for the 
fame purpofes of piety. 

The word aweful fliould however be 
ufed with caution, and a due fenfe of its 
imponance ; I have heard even well-bred 
ladies now and then attribute that term too 
lightly in their common converfation^ — con- 
nedting it with fubftances beneath its dig- 
nity — fuch mef alliances offend »tlw %i|e. pjf 
high birtk natural to a SsdPQMl^ 
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AY AND YES. 



THE firft of thefe affifmatives, derived 
from the Latin aio^ is of the higher anti- , 
quity in our language, and ftill keeps fome 
privileges of fuperiority, enforcing that which 
the other lefs decidedly aflerts. It ufed to 
be reprefented in Shakefpear's time by the 
lingle vowel /; fee the long fcene between 
the nurfe and Juliet, when told of Tybalts 
death ; but I recollect no later author who 
fo corrupts it. We fay in familiar talk, that 
Diana counfel'd her fifter Flora againft fuch 
a match; did fhe not. Sir? Yes, I believe 
file did. — CounfeVd her ! exclaims a ftander- 
by — Ay, and controulcd her too, or fhe had 
been his wife now» 
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AZURE, SAPPfflRE, BLUE. 



T H E S E are all preffed into the fervice 
as adjectives, each being able to ftand alone 
as nouns well fubftantiated, — at leaft two of 
the number, — our firft being that lapis 
LAZULI from which the painters ultrama- 
rine is made, l'azul in Spanifh, and in 
EngEih AZUR« ; the fecond a well known 
gem; the third, if we alk for dyers blub, 
will be found a powder prepared from 
indigo, &c. : we ufe them adjedivially, and 
almoft fynonymoufly however. — ^Minerva's 
AZURE eyes, fo often mentioned by Pope 
in his exquifite tranflation of Homer, have 
£iftened thofe two words for ever to each 
other,* as long as our language lafts-^and if 
a foreigner Ihould take the next inftead of 
it, all would laugh. The SAPPHiiE main 

voi.. u D and 
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and SAPPHIRE Iky are both permitted and 
approved in poetry meantime, while it 
would be pedantry to ufe any word but 
BLUE when Ipeaking of furniture or drefs. 



^ASE, LOW, SORDID; PALTRY, SORRY, POOR, 



I'HESE wretched epithets would be 
perfeftly fynonymous in their application 
to intellcftual depravity, did one not dis- 
cern inherent worthleflhefs in fome of them, 
acquired poverty, of fpirit in the others. A 
man may be born a low, a paltry, and, 
as we fay, a poor creature ; an Englifliman 
mull however learn io be sordid, soRRt, 
and BASE I believe: — ^which laft word, 
though it leads th« way here in a new 
letter, being the vileil of its clafs, may be 

coniid^red 
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confidered as the moil diftant of all devia- 
tions from good, in every fenfe it is ufed» 
Base birth in human creatures ; bas£ 
fruits in horticulture ; bAse metals in the 
mineral kingdom ; base diale£ts, fuch as 
that of St. Giles's, in our Englifli language* 

EXAMPLE. 

Mifellus was a lad of low extradio% 
and ftudious of base praftices even in his 
fchool-days ; but now grown rich, it was a 
SORDID thing that they relate of his cor- 
rupting an ignorant n>aid to fell her weal- 
thy, inexperienced miftrefs ; and when he 
offered the wench a paltry prefent, it 
ihould at lead have been, what Ihe confi- 
dered it— a gold ring, but it was only 
BASE metal, and not worth half a crown. 
This feemed a sorry trick even in him^ 
and beneath the natural narrownefs of even 
fo POOR a creature. 

D 2 beautiful, 
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BEAUTIFUL, HANDSOME, GRACEFUL, ELE- 
GANT, PLEASING, PRETTY, FINE, 



ARE however defirable epithets, by no 
means ftridtly fynonymous ; and though, 
upon a curfory view, the fix laft appear in- 
cluded in their principal, which takes the 
iead, converfation will foon inform us to 
the contrary, while, talking of a graceful 
dancer now upon the ftage, -we fliall find 
in her perfon, if not put into motion, no 
claim at all upon our firft attributive : — nor 
does that firft necdflarily comprehend the 
other excellencies — for though the fituation 
of Mount Edgcumbe be confeffcdly more 
BEAUTIFUL "than Shenftone's Leafowes, 
tafte would lead many men to prefer the 
latt^,'as more pleasing : and at thc^time 
when* tnie perfedit)n of female beauty ap- 
peared among us in the iform of Maria 
. — - - ... Gunning, 
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Gunning I well remember hearing men 
•(ay that other women might juftly be pre- 
ferred to her as pleasing, and perhaps 
GRACEFUL too, in a far more eminent de- 
gree ; and fo true was the obfervation, that 
her .inferiors made it their amufement to 
Ileal away lovers from her, who command* 
ed admiratioa they had no chance to 
attain. 

The word elegant can fcarcely be ufed 
with more propriety than on fuch occa- 
fions, when people eleU as PLEASiNfe 
what produces a train of ideas mofl; conge- 
nial to our own particular fancy. Pearls 
are, on this principle, accounted by many 
pecqple to be more elegant than dia- 
monds ; -which we all allow to be FINER, 
HANDSOMER, and infinitely more beau- 
tiful. And one fays populariy, that Pope's 
Rape of the Lock is an elegant poem, and 
Milton's ParadifeLoft a fine one. Greville's 
D 3 Stanzas 
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Stanzas to Indifference are however exquU 
fitely PRETTY, and fome parts of Mb* 
Whalley 8 Ode to Mont Blanc, uncommonly 
BEAUTlFULi Burke— whofe own compor- 
fitions inplqde every fpecies pf excellence-rr- 
fays, that beautijful obje£ks are compara- 
tively fmall, bi^t to minute perfedion I 
Ihould give the adjedive pretty. Infeds 
of various colours, s^nd delicate formation, 
butterflies above all, are juftly termed 
PRETTY. Some fliells top, flight in their 
texture, and of tints as tender, claim this 
epithet, and can claim no more ; for, while 
the apple and peach bloom have among 
vegetables the fame pretenfion — an orapge- 
tree richly furniflied, growing in the natu- 
ral ground as I have feen them on the Bor- 
romaean Iflands to a confiderable height, and 
rofe-trees in the Duke of Buccleugh's plca- 
fure-grounds, or thofe of Hopeton-Houfe, 
arc decidedly beautiful. One large 

an4 
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and wide fprcading beech-tree, or full-bo* 
died oak, fingle in a verdant meadovr, 
I fliould fele<a for a fine objedi to repofe 
the eye upon, in autumnal feafons when 
the tint begins to Ihew more richnefs than 
mere maturity produces, and excites a train 
of reflections full of penfive dignity : 
while the old-fafliioned avenue of lime- 
trees long-drawn and feathering down fo as 
to hide all ftem, makes a handsome ap- 
pearance in July, when filled with fragrance 
and redolent with blqom. Were wje Ipeak- 
ing of architedure, I fliouId dire<9: foreign- 
ers to call the Pantheon at Rome a fine. 
building, Ssdnt Peter 3 a beautiful one, 
our own in London dedicated to St. Paul a 
very handsome edifice, the R edentore atVe- 
nice, planned by Palladio — and our own fweet 
Doric, done bylnigo Jones— I reckon ele- 
gant fabrics ; while Kinj 
bridge, elaborately Ftili 

. D4 
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to every beholder. The word H Ands^ome 
certainly annexes fewer ideas of pleafure 
than the reft, becaufe we have appropriated 
it now and then fomewhat meanly. We 
fay a handsome kitchen certainly in Eng- 
lifli, and a handsome piece of roaft beef; 
nor do we give higher appellatives to a large 
woman painted by ^ Rubens with more 
ftrength of colour than dignity or grace. 
When we fpeak of a handsome houfe and 
gardens, oUr hearers tuxp. not, I believe, 
their iimginations to recolledl Villa Albani 
or ev6n Caftle Howard, while a drive round 
London realizes the idea at lefs expence of 
trouble nearer home. But, after all, the 
words 



L 
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BEAUTY, GRACE, EXPRESSION; CARRIAGE, 
ELEGANCE and SYMMETRY; • 



ARE fubftantives on which fo many to- 
lumes have been written, that one would 
think it impofBble it fhould be ilill agreeable 
to read about them; yet is every writer 
tfempted to extend on fuch a fubje£t— ^every 
ftudent attraded to contimie a page wh^re 
thofe names begin the leaf. And it is perr 
haps not wholly tedious or uninterefting td 
obferve, that more, much more is required 
to defcribe beauty, than is comprehended 
in the common acceptation of the adjective 
beautiful: for, while symmetry fufEces to 
conftitute a perfect form in many works of 
nature, and fome of art — as the mountain at 
the head of Loch Lomond in Scotland, and 
the Antonxne column at Rome — far more is 

demanded 



« 
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demanded by connoifleurs who deal in anU 
mated excellence, A horfe, for example, is 
fcarcely allowed to poflefs true beauty, till 
his owner can boaft for him a brilliancy of 
coat, whatever the colour may be — a de- 
cided ELEGANCE aS well aS. SYMMETRICAL 
proportion in his fhapc — grace prefiding 
in every motion, with eyes and cars expref- 
five of a long-traced lipeage, and even of ap- 
parent fenfibility to his own praife arid value. 
Haughty carriage is indifpenfable to brute 
perfedion. The peacock is handfomerthan 
the Chinefe pheafant, becaufe he is prouder ; 
and the feline race take much from their own 
BEAUTY, by fubftituting the expression. 
of infidioufnefs infteadof pride. 

Indeed we are not corre£t when we re- 
quire only EXPRESSION in a human face, 
for there are expressions which difgrace 
humanity. Among our own fpecies we 
piufl; pieantime confefs, that we love a lofty 

con* 
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confcioufnefs of fiiperiorUyi juft (topping 
fliort of a vain-glorious oftentation. Os ho- 
MiNi SUBLIME DEPIT, ^c. Thclatccarl 
of Erroly drefled in his robes at the corona- 
tion of king George the Third, and Mrs, 
Siddons io the character of Murphy's £1^ 
phrafia, were the nobleft Ijpecimens of the 
human race. I ever faw while he, looking 
like Jove's own fon Sarpedon, as defcribed 
hj Homerr-and ftie, looking like radiant 
Truth led by the withered hand of hoary 
Time — feemed alone fit to be fent out into 
/ooie diftant planet, for the purpofe of ihew- 
ing its inhabitants to what a race of exalted 
preatufes God had beeji pleafed to give this 
f arth as a pofTeifion. 

With regard to mere grace, I am not 
fure which produces moft pleafing feniations 
in the beholder — ^which, in a word, gives 
moft delight — well varied and nicely ftudied 
^LiiOANCE, carried to perfection, though 

by 
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by an inferior efprnii as in dife youngei? Vcf- 
fris— or that pure natural charm refulting 
from a sYM METxic figure put into eafy mo- 
tion by pkafur^ or furprife^ as-I have feen 
•in the late lady Coventry. To both atteft- 
ing fpe£tators have often manifefted their 
juft admiration, by repeated burfts of ap- 
plaufe — particularly to the countefs, who, 
calli^tg for her carriage one night at the the- 
atre — I ftw her — ftretched out her arm 
with fuch peculiar, fuch inimitable manner, 
as forced a loud and fudden clap from all the 
pit and galleries ; which flie, confcious of 
her charms, delighted to increafe and pro- 
long, by turning round with a familiar fmile 
to reward the enraptured company. 

For Ihc was fair beyond their brighteft bloom. 
This Envy owns, fince now her bldom is flcdj 

Fair as the forms which, wove in Fancy's loom. 
Float in light vifion o'er the poet's headt 



8 
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Whene'er with fweet fercnity (he fmird, - , . , 
Or caught the orient blufli of quick furprife. 

How fwectly mutable ! how brightly wild 
The living luftre darted from her eyes ! 

Each look, each motion wak'd a new-born grace. 
That o'er her fopm its tranficnt glory caft ; 

Some lovelier wonder foon ufurp'd the place, 
Chas'd by a charm ftill lovelier than the laft. 

In her defcription alone might then all 
our fynonymy be happily; engaged ; and 
truly might We fay that her unrivalled, her 
confummate beautV was the effedt of per- 
fect SYMMETRY, fpontaneoufly. producihg 
GRACE invincible,, although her mien add 
CARRIAGE had lefs of dignity than fwcet- 
fiiefs in it ; and the expression of her 
countenance, illuminated by the brighteft 
tints, although loyelily mutable, as Mafon 
lays, in terfes alone worthy the original — 
vras ^Wayfe the SXPRebsion of '.plQalixrc 
felt or pieafure ^venu* .Her drefi was fel* 
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(iom chofen with elegance, as I temem- 
ber ; and I recolledl no fplendour except of 
general beauty about her. 



BLAMELESS, GUILTLESS, EXEMPT FROM 
CRIME, 



ARE qualities, or rather fitUations of the 
mind, to which no human beings I fuppofe 
ever had any claim— if we were to Ipeak 
with ftriftnefs — except the original parents 
of our race, when frelh from the Creator's 
hand — or that only fpotlefs, finlefs creature^ 
made to promote our reftoration to the ftate 
fbey fell from, Blefi Maryl fecond Evc^ as 
Milton (after Boethius) calls her. With re* 
gard, however, to accufations of particular 
guilt, or even fault imputed with injuftice^ 
many men are blameless — Socrates and 
2 Sir 
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Sir Thomas More eminently fo ; and to be 
GUILTLESS of the crimes for which they 
fuffered, has fallen to the lot of many in 
this world no doubt, befide thofe which 
every one can name : the martyrs come not 
into the lift, becaufe they moft of them pro- 
voked their fate, by holding an opinion cri^ 
minal enough in the fight of their Pagan 
perfecutors, who confidered their infults to 
Jupiter and Juno as highly impious and 
atheiftical ; for tbofe murderers had not, like 
the people now in power at Paris, difmiflcd 
all religion: abominations had they in plen- 
ty, — but they worftiipped fomething : — 
The abomination of defolation prophefied of 
by Daniel, and referred to by Jefus Chrift, 
was not then come into the world ; — nor 
were men*s hearts fo petrified as to produce 
apripce for public execution exempt from 
CRIME towards any earthly being, jind not 
only GUILTLESS of tyranny in his own 

perfon. 
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pf rfon, but -earneft. even for the limitatiott 
of r his own prerogative; little reflcding 
that power muft be fomewbere^ and that, 
giving it from himfelf, he put it in worfp » 
hands — blameless therefore towards the 
aggregate of mankind he was not — "We may 
all juftly acccufe him of deferting his poft— 
excellent, felf-fubdued, faint- like mortal as 
he was— -we may thus far blame him; 
while a more perfeiJ innocence, a more 
praifc- worthy carriage towards his ungrate- 
ful fubjefts, could not have been difplay- 
ed: — nor was Jiis meeknefs founded on 
pufillanimity-r- he rilet death like a man cer- 
tain of its confequences ; and while appa- 
rent infipidity oft.en meditates dreadful re* 
venge, as we fee fometimes in women fen- 
.fible to nothing but injuries, — like white of 
egg, that by a peculiar procefs becomes a 
powerful dilTolvent — adling even on the 
tough body of myrrh j Lewis the Sixteenth 

fhewed 
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fliewed not only Chriftianity, but heroifm 
in his forgivenefs. All thefe words may be 
therefore fafely predicated of him, fo far as 
human nature can admit them. 



BLA2E AND FLAME 



APPEAR to be fynonymous, yet arc 
fcarcely fo in a literal, and certainly not in 
a figurative fenfe. We fay indeed with 
equal propriety that the houfe is in a 
BLAZE, or that 'tis in a flame. Both 
mean light bodies fet on fire, fo as to pro- 
duce luminous efFeft. Yet all know flame 
to be the mere volatile parts of the fewel 
rarefied fo as to kindle e^fily. Sir Ifaac 
lays, flame is ho other than red hot fmoke: 
but there are bodies which do not fume 
copioufly, while others do ; and we ufe the 
two words when we fay gunpowder is, £bt' 

Vol. L E in 
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in a BLAZE mod quickly when the heat id 
communicated by a fpark y whik fpirit of 
wine takes fire by the flame of a lighted 
candle, as feme tempers are provoked to 
violence by fierce oppofition, fome others 
by a hint dropt more obfcurcly: all this 
goes right as to the literal fenfe of our ex- 
preflion. With regard to the figurative — 
{hould a foreign gentleman unluckily liften 
while an Englifh friend happened to be 
fpeaking of his favourite lady, and in a gay 
humour called her an old flaAie of his, 
which men do commonly enough; and 
fliould the uninformed ftranger in a fpirit 
of imitation think it a good notion for him 
to call her his blaze j not the graveft of 
the whole party would probably forbear to 
laugh, though not one perfon in the com- 
pany could give a reafon why — but that it 
is not cuftomary. Dodor Johnfon affirms 
haftily, that this noun is never appropriated 
to the paflion of love, and perhaps it may 
8 be 
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be fo: — the verb is ufed moft certainly, nor 
would the moft accurate converfer fcruple 
to aflert that Rufus's troublefome paffion 
for his Naevia blazes out at every turn 
fo, that there is no fuch thing as efcaping 
the FLAME. Shakefpeare brings both words 
into contact when de&ribing popular fury: 
— In his Coriolanus one fays, " They are 
in moft warlike preparation truly, and we 
fhall come upon them in the very heat of 
their divifion j the main blaze of it is paft 
indeed, but a fmall thing would make it 
flame out again." 

BLISS, HAPPINESS, FELICITY, 



ARE three the ftrongeft words mankbd 
have been able to invent for a fenlation they 
know fo very little about ; and we may ob- 
ferv« that the firil of thefe had bete kmg ago 
£ 2 nearly 
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nearly difcarded from common talk, as too 
fublime and perfect, being now ufed only 
in a folemn fenfe, and with allufion to eter- 
nity — But if FELICITY could b© cver found 
on earth, it might moft juftly be expedled 
from a marriage of two perfons eminently 
qualified to make each others happiness, 
in a union firft formed by love,' continued 
by friendfhip, and fo cemented by virtue as 
may give the partners a well-founded hope 
of everlafting bliss in the world to come. 



BLOCKHEAD, DOLT, DUPE, GULL. 



OF thefe harfh appellatives, the firft is 
moft in ufe, and juftly— for they are by no 
means ftri£t in their fynonymy, though too 
much refembling one another in effe<a. A 
njan may however be dupe to an artful 
courtcfan, or a projecting chymift, without 

being 
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being a blockhead at his book at all, or 
apparently DOLTifli in company : — Now 
fuch a charadler might with moft propriety 
be called a gull j but that unlucky word, 
derived from the old French guiller^ is 
grown obfolete likewife, and fince Ben 
Jonfon's days difmifled our language with- 
out leaving a fucceflbr of equal value. — He 
ufes it in comic dialogue with excellent 
efie£t, and I feel forry that 'tis turned into 
the ftreets and alleys of London, with the 
firft letter changed : — in that fenfe Fielding 
confirms its degradation. 



TO BOAST^ TO BRAG, TO VAUNT, TO PUFF- 



^HE firft and third of thefe are beft to 
recommend for ufc of foreigners ; there is a 
grofs vulgarity in the other two, unlcfs a:p- 
plied with particular care and attention, 
E 3 The 
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The reafon is, they are but too expreffivfe ;* 
fo much fo I fuppofe, we have worn them 
out, and they are gone with our dirty cards 
down to the fecond table- It is obfervable 
meai;i time that Italians always fpeak genteel 
Englifli, although broken as wt call it, while 
Germans choofe the coarfer word if one 
can be found fynonymous. The reafon is 
Yimply this, — a Roman or Florentine natUf^ 
rally catches at a Latin derivation ; an inhar 
bitant of Drefden or Berlin at a Saxon or 
Dutch etymology : — the firft tells you he 
DEVIATED exceedingly from the right path 
between Warwick and Kennelworth, if he 
means to inform you how he loft his way ; 
a Pruffian will fay that he s we R fed. Of 
the verbs before us, an Italian would foon 
find out that a dirty poftillion vaunted 
of his horfemanfhip ; while an honeft Hano- 
verian would fee nothing in the late pom- 
pous accounts of Abyflinia given by a mo- 
dern traveller of eminence, but that the 

writer 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 55 

writer was a fragging fellow, juft as he 
would fay of Sir Sampfon Legend in Con- 
greve's Love for Love, who to fright old 
Forefight, fays, " I know the length of the 
Emperor of China's foot, have kifled the 
Great Mogul's flipper, and rode a-hunting 
upon an elephant with the Cham of Tar- 
tary — ^Why, body o'me ! man, I have jnade 
a cuckold of a King, and the prefent Ma- 
jefl:y of Bantam is the ilTue of thefq loins.'* 
Such BOASTS as thefe, however, are at worft 
only contemptible ; but the word puff is 
come into difcrcdit for dijhonejiy of late^ 
fince for the newfpaper trick of calling un- 
deferved attention to violet foap, or other 
equally paltry comniodities, we have adopt- 
the term puff. 



BOLD, 
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BOLD, SAUCY, AUDACIOUS, IMPUDENT. 



YO U are a s AUCY fellow/' fays dying 
Catherine in Shakefpeare's Henry the Eighth, 
when a meffenger running in haftily for- 
gets his due obeilance to the expiring 
Queen, who adds with equal* dignity and 
pathos — " Deferve we no more reverence 
A BOLD man is one who fpeaks blunt truths, 
out of feafon perhaps, and is likely enough 
to be called saucy, though naturally un- 
willing to be fo. Clytus was bold when 
he thwarted Alexander's pride at the feaft; 
' and Sir Thomas More loft one pf the Wifeft 
heads ever worn by man, through his 
honeft boldnefs, or bold honefty. Impiu- 
DENT is chiefly appropriated to coarfe vices 
in. converfation ; that adjedive and its fyno- 
nymous fubftitute audacious, arc ufcd 
by us chiefly on rough occafions, where 

virtue 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 57 

virtue has no place. It had a higher rank 
in Latin : Uniis et hie audax fays Ovid, 
mentioning a ftout-hearted mariner willing 
to face that ftorm which threatening kept 
the reft at home ; but we have degraded it 
from its original rank, and fay familiarly, An 
IMPUDENT young man laftweek in Ireland 
forced a fine girl away from her parents' 
houfe, and married her wholly without 
/i^«> -confent, and half without her own: 
becaufe he fancied her poffefTed of a confi- 
derable fortune. When the miftake was at 
length difcovered, he boldly brought her 
back ruined, — replied to the remonftrances 
of her old father with a saucy air, and 
AUDACIOUSLY denying his marriage — 
turned her back upon their hands, quitted the 
ifland, rcfolving to fcorn all thoughts of re- 
paration, and to return no more. 



BOOK, 
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! 
I 



BOOK, VOLUME, WORK. 



THESE words may eafily be confound- 
ed certainly, yet would the miftakes be of 
more confequence to literature than to com- 
mon difcourfe; for although book by itJ? 
derivation apparently means the flat form, 
originally made of beech wood, in which 
the WORKS of learned men are now 
regi^arly comprifed, it has afTumeJ 
another fenfe befide, and points out the 
fedlions into which thofe great works 
are divided. — We fay the fifteenth or twen- 
tieth book of Homer's Iliad, and tell how 
Herodotus called his nine books by the 
names of the nine Mufes, &c. while 
VOLUME, derived a volvetido^ from the roll- 
ing them upon flicks as a mercer rolls fill:, 
only that the parchment was kept firm by 
two ram's horns at the ends, fignifies the 

quantity 
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quantity of books divided by the author 
into portions, and called volumes. Be- 
fore the art of printing, which is a very late 
one, was known, a library confifted in an 
immenfe number of thefe volumes :— the 
earlieft we read of is the Houfe of Rolls in 
the fcripture mentioned by Efdras, and fup- 
pofed to be built by Nehemiah — a library 
having been always an appendage to a 
church ; and accordingly the library of the 
Vatican is now one of the moft fplendid in 
Europe. The Ptolemaean and the Alexan- 
drian Libraries have filled the world with 
their fame — perhaps with their fmoke too, 
fince as Pope fays one might 

From fhelf to fliclf foe greedy Vukan roll. 
And lick up all their phyfick of the foul. 

But thofe who fignalize themfelves in the 
caufe of liberty falfely fo called, haVe ever 
waged war againft book learning; and 
when democracy burns with moft fervour, 

it 
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it points the fire towards all repofitorics of 
literature, and combats the Arts, the Altar, 
and the Throne, as if it confidered them 
united very clofely. See the infurredion 
of Jack Cade in England — the Mountain 
Fadion in France, and every other burft 
of popular phrenfy. Meantime, the mate- 
rials of which BOOKS were made being ^ 
changed- from ftone, on which the long- 
revered and no\v firfl: infulted Decalogue 
was given, and treaties engraved between 
Greece and Perfia, as our Marbles at Ox- 
ford can teftify — vegetable fubftances were 
put in place of mineral ones, and the burn- 
ing of BOOKS became a punifhment for 
authors; and fo grievous a one did poor 
Labienus find it, that we read how he fhut 
himfelf up in the tomb of his anceftors, and 
adlually pined his life avvay between grief 
and rage for lofs of his dear volumes, 
though he had not negledled while in his 
pofleffion to get them all by heart, fo that 

his 
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his counfel did cry out, Tou bad better 
burn the man too!^ There is ftill a faying 1 be- 
lieve among the learned — Legere et negligerc 
nec legere eft : and the Spaniards themfelvei 
cry out, Ubro cerrado^ no Jaca ktrado. " We 
radure reproofs from our friends in leather 
jackets (faid a fcholar to me once), which 
we ihould never fupport if pronounced 
by contemporaries in lace and tifTuej'* 
and fo it is that the little virtue and know- 
ledge we do poffefs, has been beftowed on 
us by good authours, to whom we are 
obliged for our beft fpent moments cer- 
tainly ; and upon a clofe review we ihall 
find thofe hours Icaft to be repented of per^ 
haps, which have been paft in our ftudie^. 

His ftudy ! witli what authors is it ftor'd ? 
In BOOKS, nol authors, curious is my Lord ; 
To ajl their dated backs he turns you round, 
Thpfe Aldus printed, thofe Du Sueil has bound* 

Pops. 
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For to know the bDdkfelkrs' matks about 
fifty years ago, was a kind of learaing m 
itfelf ; and many conteMed tbemfelves '^th 
<rolIeding vcltimes curious only in tfeeir 
terior, from beariiig the exergu^^ i>t(jlxk^ 
fcolical device by which the exquifite woifc- 
manfhip of Morel or Frobefiiiifi^ or above 
all the celebrated Aldus Mariutius, was 
knowledged. Morel gave the mulberry-tree, 
i)eing expreffivc of his name, as Voeonius 
-Vitulus, mintmafter at Rome, maited his 
coins on the reverfe with a calf*y but I was 
fenfelefs enough never to enquire what re- 
lation the anchor and dolphin has to Aldus 
Manutius, although Count Manucci^ who 
perhaj>s at this day gives the fame arms, 
went with me to the Laurentian Library at 
Florence, where I had fo good an opportu- 
nity of informing myfelf. I did learn the 
falfehood of what Scaliger advances, that 
Erafmus correded the prefs for him — the 

librarian 
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librarian told me it was a grofs miilake. 
Du Sueil was a French Abbe, who about 
thebeginnmg of the i8th century carried to 
great perfedlion the art of gold ornament- 
ing, or as they then called it antiquing of 
BOOKS, to which cuftom Mr. Pope alludes. 
For the reft — it really is no unpleafing re- 
flexion to run over the honours paid to 
thofe who have in any way contributed to 
promote literature, or even to adorn it. 
Thus at Saltzburg in Bavaria a BOOK-feller 
was long, and as far as I could learn is Jlill^ 
diftinguiflied from the vulgar and mechani- 
cal trader; ajid is exempted, which thfe 
modern bookfellers would poffibly value 
more than empty honours, from paying 
divers taxes and impoGtions laid on 
other trading companies : while Francis 
the Firft of France, who Ipved letters, 
and I believe expired in the arms of 
Guicciardini, for whofc works he had 
a prodigious value, brought the bookfellers 

under 
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under his own immediate authority, and 
granted them out ftatutes himfelf. — Enough 
of this fynonytny^ in a talking book ; for as 
the Spanifli proverb fays 

Hablen Cartas, y callen Barbas. 



BRANCH, ARM OF A TREE, BOUGH, 



ARE nearly if not entirely fynony- 
mous : the two firft have the fame root 
as to etymology I believe; and bough 
is a Saxon word not far diftant in 
meaning certainly. A foreigner may ufe 
which he pleafes in the ftrift and literal 
fenfe ; and yet, the inftant they become fi- 
gurative, none will do but the firft upon the 
lift before us. We fay that every branch 
of the Miffifippi is larger than our Euro- 
pean rivers are, if exception be made for 

the 
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the Danube j yet where the vaft body of 
waters, brought iato the Atlantic by the 
river St Lawrence, rolls, its enormous tn-* 
bute to the ocean, it appears an arm of the 
fea« Bough admits of no fuch ufe; although 
in Tome remote provinces, when a man is in 
particularly high fpirits, and feems tp enter* 
tain flighty notions of his own greatncfs, we 
fay he is got up among the boxighs. The 
various ramifications of fcience are familiarly 
termed br A i^<<hes^ of literature; and every 
clerk in every o:lS^ce fignified through the 
court regifter, knows the precife value of 
what he in true office cant calls a branch 
of bufinefs. The collateral relations to a 
great family are branches from the old 
genealogical tree ; and where they confider 
themfelves as fuch, it is feen in the attach- 
ment fliewn by them to the parent ftem,: 
this is ftill frequent in Wales and Scotland 
where, if thefe new-fangled notions of li- 
berty and independence pervade not, good 
VOL. I. F examples 
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examples may yet be given perhaps of firm, 
adherence to our old national coilftitiuidn^ 
church and king ; remembering that reve- 
rence is due to govemmenti and veneration 
to the trunk of fovercignty^ however fomc 
of the BRAi^cHis^ decayed by time or in* 
jured by ftorms, may to a &ftidious tafte 
and hafty-judging tye, ^pear to be dif- 
gracing its general form and majeftic beauty. 
Cutting them off will at any rate be woirfe ; 
the circulation of vitality muft ftop, and 
every twig muft feel the iad, the certain 
cffed. 

But the cenfurers will lay we have 
BRANCHED out too far from our fubjedl; 
and by that cenfure foreigners will find that 
this noun makes a verb of common ule, 
which ARM and' BOUGH are incapable of 
doing. 



BRAKD^ 
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BtlAND^ FIREBRAND, STICK SET OtT FiR£| 



ARE ex^Qiy fynonymous with regard to 
the literal fenfe j yet the firft being ufcd pcM 
etically^ and the fecond very ferioufly, and 
both being taken for figures of people who 
delight in confuiion, and are from the beat 
of their own palSons^ and pronenefs to create 
warm difputes and bot contention among 
their neighboure, juftly termed incendi-^ 
aries — ^my foreign readers mufl be careful 
not to dignify a stick or &ggot lighted in 
a farmer's chimney by the name of firz« 
BRAND : although were they writings or 
even relating, a ftoiy of dangers in a wood 
by night^iiappening to thpfe who traverfe 
the pathlefs wilds of Africa or America, it 
would be perfeiUy right to tell, that having 
^ufed large fires to be made, they lay all 
night befidc them; rcfolving, jf any wild 
F ^ beaft 
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bcaft flxould venture at difturbing their re- 
pofe, to throw an ignited brand full in his 
face, which would force him to retire mpch 
quicker than any arms that could be uied. 

Meantime thefe words are perpetually 
ufed in a figurative fenfe. We fay, and 
juftly, that the French are become duftef 
of FIREBRANDS, darting out upon all' the 
other nations of Europe, where by unfeeii 
power combuftible matter appears to teem 
in a manner never obferved before, prepa- 
ratory as I fhould fuppofe to a general con- 
flagration of men's minds, meant to precede 
that of the material world. AH is in a ftate 
of fermentation, Monarchs aflaffinated in 
one country— baflScd and degraded iu ano-^ 
ther — dying under fufpicion of poifon in a 
third — publicly and folemnly executed in a 
fourth — within thefe laft four years ! The 
kindled brands flung at our own ifland 
—and blockheads even there ready to blow } 
ifor fear our njitural phlegm and fog, even 
' *' - without 
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ipvitfaout much effort of virtue, or credit to 
our ikill, ihould fufier it to extinguifh of it* 
felf« How ought fuch chara^ers to be ab- 
horred and ihunned ! and how, if decent 
times in Europe ever fhould return, how 
would their condu<£t contribute 



TO BRAND OR TO STIGMATIZE 



MEN fo unfeeling to their country's 
danger; fo defirous of a name, though pur-- 
chafed by her undoing! For this word 
glides moft naturally into a verb ; the more 
naturally, perhaps, becaufe alluding to our 
cuftom of burning in the hand thofe who 
have committed cert-ain crimes, which ope- 
ration is called branding the perfon. To 
STIGMATIZE is for the moft'part a figura- 
tive expreifion, ufed generally. in an ilt fenfe; 
though takoi from the &mxius ftory of St. 

F 3 Francis, 
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Francis, who received by miracle, or wa* 
faid to have rcceivied, the stigmata, or five 
facred wounds of our Lord Jefus Chfift, hn- 
prefled by a feraph on his hands, feet, and 
iide, as mafis of i&votir from above. A tale 
which, however difcredited by the prefent 
age, was lefs doubted and I fear much better 
known, propagated no doubt with much 
more eamcftnefs, about the year 1590, than 
were the truths of that gofpel for which St. 
Francis was wifltng to renounce, in a truly 
Iheral fenfe, tjii* world with all its cor- 
ruptions and ofiences. 

^>\. I — ■ ■ ' ■ . . t ■ ■ 't 

TO BRANDISH, TO FLOURISH WEAPONS 
ABOUT. 



VERBS denoting mean a&ioQs of pre-» 
tended valour, which only tend to make the 
sCtot ridiculous; ait leaft th^y are accepted 

in. 
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m. familiar and common chat; in poetr)c the 
iirft word has a ferious feafe enough: 

He BRAmisH'o high his fted t 

Yet it is even there very near to a ludicrous 
imag^ and muft be nkd cautiouily or all 
viU laugh; it is fo clofely conneded in affi.. 
nity with what we call vapooring and^ 
FLOURISHING, in Order to obtain an ill«^e«* 
&m4 character among Quur companions for 



BRAVERY, VALOUR, FEARLESSNESS, . 
FORTITUDE, INTREPIDITY and 
COLTLAGE. 



OF thefe glorious qualities who is there 
would not delight to difcriminate the differ^ 
cnt features, and trace the near approaches 
to fynonymy ? as the fix brothers^are indeed 
F 4 won-i 
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wonderfully alike, though not cffentially the 
fame j as Ovid fays, 

Facies non omnibus una, 
Nec diverfa tamen qualem dccet cflc fororum. 

And here converfation comes in to fix 
the rule : for if foreigners, when they fee a 
fea-boy mount the maft in a hard gale, at- 
tentive to his duty and recklefs of the ftorm, 
fay he is a man of valour, they miftake 
the phrafe ; and muft begin to learn from 
cuftom, more than fcience, perhaps, to call 
him (as he certainly is) a brave little fel- 
low, When told too of lord Peterborough, 
that he endured the painful operation of li- 
thotomy without flirinking or fainting, hav- 
ing previoufly ftipulated that he Ihould not 
be bound } and that though free he never 
impeded the furgeons, but turned by their 
direaion to receive each pang they were 
pbliged to inflia-we muft remember that 

the 
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the virtue he then difplayed was forti- 
TUBE, not bravery: — while an agile rope- 
dancer^ and thofe light adive fellows that 
vault through a hoop fet on fire, or Bj over 
eight horfes' backs and one rider, for five 
ihillings a night, are mere inftances of 
FEARLESSNESS growing out of habit, and 
acquaintance with that mode of exerting it. 
How they would face danger in any other 
fhape I know not, but true courage de« 
fpifes it in all: and though marflial Turenne 
might perhaps have been laughed at by a 
modem glazier's apprentice, were he fet to 
clean a two pair of ftairs window, outfidc 
upon a tottering board, as may be £rer 
quently feen in the city of London — Csefar 
would have .been laughed at only for his 
awkwardncfs, I truft, for fear feemed to find 
no place ip the heart of Csefar. 

Great Julius, on tht mountain bred, 
A flock, perhaps, or herd had led; 

He 
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who. control'd dip \^rld'had bpea 
But the beft wieftler on the green^ 

lays Waller: yet he wduld have been the 
firfi and hefi in every Ikuation, I doubt not. 
While fuch however is the value of words, 
that they alone give weH proportioned praift 
to heroes and to martyrs, let no one fay ly- 
nonymy is of fmall importance. Examples, 
meantime, of firm and patient fufferance may 
be found equal even to the moft railed ♦ ex- 
pectation among the female fex, and that 
among women moft delicately bred' tod ; 
witnefs MaCry queen of Scots and Anna B'o- 
leyn, who both met death in his moft dread- 
ful form, perhaps, with unabated forti- 
tude, though neither of them would pro- 
bably have Ihewn C1DURAGE in a battle, or 
have been able to look without evident 
marks of terror in their countenances upon 
thofe a£ls of intrepidity often difplayed 
in war. 

Heaven, 
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HcAfCBy when its hand' poured foftnefs on cwr limbs^ 
Unfit for tofl9, and polHh'd into weakneis. 
Made pai&ye fortitudb the praile of woman. 

Yet itf diis quality, however eftimable, only 
fingle ingredient among the reft ; which^ 
joined together, compofe a ch&rader of pcr- 
fefik cotfRAGE while Bit avbuy may be 
daily found among the eoarfeft mortals, 
among brutes j for never yet did modem 
pugilif^ or Roman gladiator go beyond a 
high bred game-cocl, braveft of terreftrial 
Miimals ! in that undaunted power of refift- 
ance and felf-defoi^e, that pertinacioufnefa 
of attack, asid refolution never to yields 
which conftitutes tesi sravery. Valoitr, 
poikivdy fo called, differs from alt thefe, I 
think, but leaift from this laft named energy: 
it iis confefledly fought in its proper place, 
the field ; and whilft I ihouM be tempted to 
give the Spartan Boy or London 'Prentice as 
mftances of fturdy bravery, Charlee^ of 
Sweden fhould remain my example of heroic 

VALOUR. 
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VALOUR. When hopelefs and even care- 
lefs of fuccefsy he fought againil fire and 
fword"to defend his intrenchments at Ben- 
der, 'tv^as third of fame infpired his frantic 
VALOUR/ When Ifadas the Lacedaemonian, 
darting from his bath at found of the war* 
rior-trumpet, ruihed naked againil an armed 
force of well-difciplined troops, and mowed 
down multitudes in his fit of glorious 
phrenfy, fuch valour forced a ftatue from 
his country, while its government with equal 
7uftice punifhed his contempt of decorum. 
- ^* Rife thoti in thy ftrength, JthoU mighty 
plan of valour,*' cries the angel to Gideon, 
the Ifraelitifh hero : and one annexes no 
other idea than- that of valour, to the fidi- 
tious knights of the twelfth century, Amadis 
de Gaul or Belianis of Greece, who killed 
dragons, refcued damfels, &c. — whilft in- 
trepidity is a quality of the mind. Yet even 
that fervour of a gallant foul, by wluch Sir 
Edward Hawke was happily impelled to at* 
I * tack 
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tack aild vanquish £ir fuperior force, 'mid 
rifing tempefts, falling d^urknefs, and the juft 
terror of experienced mariners,alee-ihore; — 
that generous, that n[iagnahimous feotiment 
which prompted the prince of Orange, in 
his early years, to oppofe the conquefts of 
Louis Quatorze, projed): the drowning his 
whole country to lave her from invaiion ; 
promifing to open her iluices by degrees, 
and lay his own little body in the laft dyke j 
—this noblenefs of nature, this fpirit of in^- 
TREPiDiTY, muft yet be feconded by a 
power of invention, a coobiefs of refolution, 
an unwearied temper to perfift in each 
greatly-rformed defign, before we can ven- 
ture any mortal man as a right example of 
perfeQ^ genuine^ and uncontrovertible COU- 
RAGE. 

To this diftinguifhed honour^ however, 
great as it is, John duke of Marlborough, 
Frederic the Third, king of Pruffia, and far 
beyond them both the iirft Roman Csefar, 

purchafed 
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:piircha&d d»e jttft:pcd!eiifion--b7 a^ItHesof 
^rears ifpent in codtiaual alarm^ dfuiger ia 
€wry fhzpty and contempt of it on every oc*- 
cafion. Tedious though adive hours pa&d 
in perpetual wars ; long halnts of a camp, 
with all its train of certain, its confiant pre^ 
|»u:atien /for uncertain, evils } wtU tried and 
habitual f£ARL£s^K£SS of accidents; for- 
rmnvE to fupport^U health and pain, even 
tequal to that valovh with which that ge* 
neral often tempted peiilousfituations— com- 
pofe the life and chara&er lOf immortal 
Julius, whofe perlbnal bravery during the 
execution cf his 'great defigns, failed not to 
fecond with refiftlefs power the intrepi- 
dity with which his foul had conceived 
them ; leaving thus, by a fteady yet animated 
COURAGE, an example which two or three 
men alone have been found able to follow 
(and that at a diilance) for eighteen hundred 
years* 

3ROILS, 
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«&OiLS,^Aa4lBI^i CONTESTS, TUMULTSi 
, INSURRECTIONS. 



" THIS will grow to a broil anon,'* 
fays Mrs. Quickly, when Piftol ftrikes out a 
quarrel at her houfe all about nothing. 
So true is it that a contest is lowed on 
the fcale of this ftormy catalogue, which 
may however warm up into a quarrel, 
and that folly end in a petty broil, or 
BRAWL, which means nearly the fame thing, 
if half a dozen more hot-headed fellows en-> 
gage in it. This laft is chiefly a word 
nifying dilputes among coarfe women^ 

Who fcold and bra'wl bodi night and day, 

as the fohg fays of them. Both words de- 
rive from the obfolete French brauler^ or the 
modem Jt irmlkr ; and it is devoutly to bo 

wilhed 
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wUhed that all the fynonymy t)elongmg to 
h may for ever keep in Paris, and among 
her poifTardes — not infeding with any di£- 
pofition towards iiich meannefs and fcurri- 
lity her peaceful neighbours. 



BROOD, CLUTCH, PROGENY OF FEATHERED 
ANIMALS. 



IT is diftrelfing enough to foreigners 
when they find us arbitrarily calling the 
young domeftic fowl which follow a turkey 
a fine brood, when we talked but two mi- 
nutes before of a clutch of chickens, and 
perhaps cry out in the next breath, Here's 
a ^oci of young geefe on this water ! The 
firft of thefe words however muft be their 
decided choice ; as in faying tbat they can« 

not 
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not be wrong : the laft word does not 
ftridly allude to the goflings, but means the 
number all together ; and the fecond word 
is only ufed from the trick a hen has to 
herfelf almoft, of calling her little ones fo 
clofely round her in times of danger, that you 
may clutch or make a handful of them, 
as we fay, Mr. Addifon, who was more 
an elegant author than good naturalift, 
teaches them in his Speftators to fay a 
BROOD of ducks,' when he expreflcs his 
admiration of the providence by which 
all the works of heaven arc governed ; and 
he is the beft language matter : though 
, that very paper betrays the little Ikill with 
which he looked on fuch matters in a thou* 
land inilances. 
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BRObK, RIVULET, STREAM, RIVER, 

\ ■ 

ARE much in the fame manner fynony-j- 
mouSy fo far as relates to poetical uie^ &cq^ 
but Mr. Locke fhews ns how to feparajt* 
them in converfation, and how they really 
feparate by nature, when he tells us that 
" SPRINGS make little rivulets, and thefe 
united form brooks; which coming for- 
ward in streams, compofe great rivers; 
that run into the fea*" Doflor Johnfon, 
whofe ideas of any thing not pofitively large 
were ever mingled with contempt, alked of 
one of our fliarp currents in North Wales 
— Has this BROOK e*er a name ? and re- 
ceived for anfwer — Why, dear Sir, this is 
the RIVER Uftrad. — Let us, faid he, turn- 
ing to his friend, jump over it dire<fJLly, and 
fliew them how an Engli/bman fliould treat 
a W<Icb RIVER. 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 8^ 

TO BUSTLE, TO BE BtJSY, TO BE EMPLOYED 
' 01 STlRRlltfG, TO BE ]!J0TABLE- 



TH:E S E all feem female qualifications, 
or at higheft— commercial ones. A nota- 
ble woman, fay we,- is of adniirable utility 
in a fmall flxop of quick trade, and nume- 
rous quftomers: fuch a one will bustle 
better through life than her hufband, and 
be STIRRING earlier in a morning, becaufe. 
Ihe is not like him tempted to drink ovef 
night: her busy fingers ever employed 
will find fime to Work even wMe IKc fits 
behind the counter, if fhe lias in her that 
true fpirit of houfewifery which diftinguifhes 
the feimale fex ; for^ whilft men think with 
CUP great Lord Ba<?:orx (at leaft.in ,geneifal) 
that riches are for fpending, and {pending 
is .for honour, women for the moft part 
confrder riches as g66d'Tor m^ffe abciito'ula- 
tlqa . aad faving. The merchant therefore 
G 2 lays, 



( 
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fays, Riches having wings to fly away, we 
will fend fome flying forth to fetch in 
others — while his wife, when fuffered to 
predde in fuch matters, makes hafte to clip 
the feathers, and depends on parfimony 
rather than hazard for future provifion of 
wealth* This temper therefore, though de- 
ftrudive in commerce's extenfive fchemes, 
is yet excellent in the petty paths of a lu- 
crative life ; and fuch women are not difii- 
cult to find in London or Amfterdam. 



CALM, SERENE, TRANQUIL, PEACEFUL, 
QUIET, STILL. 



Mr. ADDISON has been cenfured, 
and not unjuftly, for giving the two firft 
epithets to his angel- 
Calm and ferene he drim the furiout bkft— * 



becaufe. 
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becaufe, fays the cntick, thofe words being 
firidtlj {jnDnjmouSj the poet has in this 
too much celebrated fimlh been guilty of 
unpardonable tautology— yet are the words 
merely mifapplied, or rather applied unluc- 
kily than ill — for if in far inferior verfes 
you fiiould read that 

When CALM the winde, serene the fkj^ 
Our thoughts enjoy TRANqyiLLirr : 
Thro' the still hours when peaceful night 
Does man to quiET reft invite — 

we ihould difcover in thefe lines, how- 
ever flat and infipid, no glaring fault of the 
fame kind, although their brevity brings all 
the acceflbry words crowding together. — 
Perhaps indeed as adrerbs they may have 
a clofer affinity — ^yet I fee no reafon for it : 
to ufe them as adjed^ives feems the more 
obvious fenfe, and then they harmonize 
well enough* 



CAN 
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CANDOUR, PORJTV OF MUCD, OPENNESS^ 
^^JGENUITY, SINCERITY. 



TWESE tprms 4^ain, though ple^^fingly 
analogous, are not aUie4 in aA exa^l fynO'- 
nymy : and we might add with propriety 
UNRESBEVEDNESS too, a quality much like 
the others, but forgotten upon the lift. 
This laft is however particularly valuable in 
youth, and engaging beyond all others to 
people eatrufted with the guidance of young 
minds ; yet would fuch condudkors do well 
to remember that innbceoce is intended om 
day to ripen into virtue, and good parts be 
matured into wifdom — fo that if a yoimg 
man can keep his purity of mjnd and 
CANDOUR, bpth which imply but wbitenefs^ 
Bot tranj^arency^ till .fiTeTand:-twenty years 
pld we will fay — it is a great matter in this 
i^ickpd world, and it is enough j for who 

m 
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in thefe days will dare to wifli a yjrindow 
before his bread, as that old Roman did 
who defircd every paffcr-by might witnefs 
his moft fecret thoughts ? Snch openness 
of temper would ruin all our friendfliips, 
fince 'twere no prudence to confide in 
him who profefles total unreservedness; 
and sd&ough difguife is mean, we muft 
own that nakednefs is no lela indecent : and 
with perfeft ingenuity do I confefs my 
perfuafion,, that thofe who harangue loudeft 
and longeft in praife of bold sincerity 
defire more frequently to praElife than 
dure it ; to be upheld in their jnivileges of 
prefcribihg f o their neighbours, and of deal- 
ing out blame with niore fincere than ten- 
der Idndnefs, rather than feel any wifli to 
be told their owii faults, and profit by the 
information. 



CHOLE 
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CHOLERICK, PASSIONATE, IRASCIBLE, 
INDIGNANT, ANGRY, WRATHFUL, 
VIOLENT, HASTY, TESTY, 
PEEVISH, FRETFUL, 



O F thefe unpleafing words fomQiare fyr 
nonymone .to each other and fome are not : 
the firft is the leaft I think, the fecond moft 
in ufe. A man merely of a Hasty temper 
is often termed passionate, though thstt 
quality implies a mind little under its own 
controul upon any occafion ; and people 
eafily endure to have their neighbours give 
them a charader for being passionate, 
when in my acceptation of the word they 
are nothing lefs. An irascible difpo- 
fition is often attributed to nation^, or to 
diftriSs. Natives of Wales are juftly 
charged with promptitude to fudden refent* 

ment^ 
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ment, whiljc the Portuguefi? have been ob- 
ierved coolly to ftudy for a moment of future 
revenge ; and I have myfelf heard General 
Paoli praife a Corfican for having profefTed 
himfelf contented to die, could he in his 
laft pangs be gratified with feeing his enemy s 
agonizing grin rxh2XvfdS the very phrafe* 
Cholerick has, by frequent adaptation to 
ludicrous charaAers on the ftage, contraded 
fomewhat of comical, that excites laughter 
nlerely by pronouncing it : — fo in a fmall^r 
degree does testy too, which idea the 
fancy feels ever difpofed to connect I think 
with old age, and fnappifli though tooth- 
lefs ill-humour; whilft the word peevish 
befl exprefles female frowardnefs, and deli- 
cacy worn too thin to endure the hand- 
ling. Angry has a much more enlarged 
fignification. We fay an angry father, an 
ANGRY fky, an angry viper, or an angry 
wound: but fretful is with moft pro- 
priety attributed to feeble infancy, or help- 
left 
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Jeft ficknef8 — ^whcn the weak though pain- 
ful cry for affiftanee is ill uiiderftood, or 
bjutally negledled. 

Indignant meantime derives from a 
higher ftock, and feels a wicked world as 
'twere unworthy of its favour, Jugurtha 
was INDIGNANT when te contemplated 
the venality of Rome, and Juvenal indig- 
nantly fatirizes her groffer vices. Cato's 
great foul, indignant of the age he lived 
in, left the earth as fable fuppofes Aftraea 
to have done: he died of indignation. 
Let not meanwhile a common mortal df 
thefe common times fancy himfelf privi- 
leged to imitate fuch examples ; or heat 
tip a temper naturally C hole rick intoftu- 
died VIOLENCE for fmall offences, and 
call himfelf indignant; left though he 
fright his wife perhaps, and harafs his 
fervants, as the Ratnbler fays — the reft * of 
the world will juft look on and laugh ; — 
rill the petty chagrin which firft agitated 
8 his 
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^iis ANGER — though apparently derived 
from an Italian word fciagurina^ meaning 
3. flight misfortune — ^end in ferious difad^ 
vantage, and open mortification. — But 'tis 
time to call in the word of all our fynony- 
my moft grave and folemn, while wrath- 
ful' really feems as if fet apart in our lan- 
guage to reprefent and defcribe nothing lefs 
than Almighty Power oflfended : — 'tis there- 
fore feldom ufed except on occafions when 
we conclude the wrathful De^ty difpofed 
to punifh fmtul man for fo long infulting his 
endurance of their guilt and folly. 



CIRCUMSTANCES, ADJUNCTS TO A FACT, 
APPENDANTS, 



ARE very nearly if not completely fy- 
nonymous ; yet has the firft of thefe words 
jn common converfatioji fo fwallowed up 

the 
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Ihc other two, as to render them unheard 
of and forgotten— befides increafing and en- 
Jarging its own conffquence in our lan- 
guage, fo as to take up more room than wat 
originally allotted to its occupation^ Circum- 
stances are only thofe adventitious mi- 
nutix which furround a fa£l, as a glanc« 
upon the etymology will foon convince us. 
You cannot accufe a man of murder with- 
out knowledge of the CIRCUMSTANCES, fay 
we — and truly — for there is no knowing 
how anyadion ftands relatively^ till the 
CIRCUMSTANCES to which It relates have 
been examined. All this is well. Com- 
mercial phrafeology however, extending the 
influence of this fubftantive, pronounces a 
man rich or poor according to his cir- 
cumstances. Nor is this very wrong, 
becaufe opulence will attraft agreeable Ap- 
pendants round a perfon, who is now 
by a ftraincd metaphor faid to be in eqfy cir'- 
€um/iances — a fiUy adjedive for thofe who 

know 
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know not that they ufe it becaufe the 
French have a way of calling competence 
Us CQudes francbcsy eafy-elbowed ;— able to 
move in fliort, — contrafted againft; genie. 
0\xt new»-paper dialed meantime improving 
tkis perverfenefs into downright abfurdity, 
tells us that the minifter is unlikely to 
hold his poll under the prefent circum* 
STANCES — a phrafe very diflScult to com- 
prehend — fincc however he may be faid to. 
lie under heavy cenfure as under the rod 
if you will ; a man cannot lie under ciR« 
CUMSTANCES, becaufe they arc fure to 
ftand around him^ whatever be his fituatioi^ 
in life or death, for fo their very name im- 
plies. 

ADjuNciTS are fcarce named now but by 
logicians in the fchools ; they hold the fame 
rank as Civilians* accsssori a. 



quAR, 



^4 BRITISH SYNONYMr. 



.... I 



CLEAR, PELLUCID, TRANSPARENl;. . . . ^ 



THESE when. appUe4 to water 
idje£tives firidtly fynonymous : . the O^f- 
man rivers have juft titlp to them 4lj, ,bulj 
wemuft ufe only the firft if fpeaking of 
air or weather. Defcribing tlie Eledor of 
Saxony's famous diamond indeed,, every] 
epithet expreffive of perfediion might be in^ 
troduced : fuflSce it to obferve,^ that this 
beautiful produce of nature, in ,fize eqi\al tc3| 
the Hone of a common apricot, is. fingularly. 
CLEAR, and of the moft pellucid whitc- 
nefs; and that being fet transpaii^nt, 
itfe peculiar brilliancy, and freedom fron> 
flaws^ is the more eafily diftinguiflxed and 
admired 



. CLERGY^ 
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CLERGY, PRIISTHOOD, BODY OF 
ECCLESIA3TICS. 



WORDS differing I think chiefly in 
their applicatioo. We fay the Jewifli or 
Egyptian priesthood^, the Romifti or 
Anglican clergy ; and we call the Pro 
teftant . Diffenting Teachers a body of 
ECCLESIASTICS, with fomewhat Icfe pro* 
priety, becaufe they for the moll part hav* 
ing ne church fhould rather be term&l 
paftors, who feed their flock jrratick ott the 
hills, forbearing the fold of the fliephcrd 
Meantime, as Atterbury fays, this clafs of 
mankind has in all nations, all religions, 
and all feds, been ever efteemed highly 
venerable; and fodid God perfonally among 
his. owh peculi^u- people proted thofe fet 
apart by himifisslf for his own fervice^ that 
the moft dt^eadful judgments were moft 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly hurled againft thole who under 
the Jcwifh theocracy difputed the autho- 
rity, or infulted the office of priesthood. 
Nadab and Abihu died in the temple's 
porch for the laft-named offence ; and Mi- 
riam lifter to Mofes was covered with a 
leprofy.&r the fir^. Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, princes of great dignity ^mong 
their kinsfolk, were fwallowed up alive by 
an immediate difruption of the earth under 
their tents, at the doors of which they ^ 
ftood defying that vengeance which they 
thought more diftant. Nor does the learned 
Humphrey Prideaux fcruple to alfert, that 
the grofs and unauthorized, and brutal iur 
fult committed by Cambyfes on even the 
iEgyptian priesthood though heathenilh, 
was punilhed by Heaven in an exemplary 
manner, when returning home after his 
vexatious difappointments his fword flipped 
the fcabbard, and wounding the great ar-* 
tery of the thigh caufed his death precifely 

as 
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as he had intentionally deflyoyed by a ftab 
in the fame part, the helplefa objefl: of 
iEgypt's adoration. Certain it is, that the 
Chriftian Apoftle enjoins us to give no of- 
fence either to Jew or Gentile, and above all 
to txij church of God. Whether Cambyfet 
was bound by laws publifhed fo long after 
his death, we have a right to doubt; but 
no one has a right to doubt whether the 
till<-now unheard-of infults and cruelties 
praftifed on the Chriftian clergy in France 
are juft objeCts of Heaven^s vengeance, nor 
can any one imagine that God will fufFer 
to pafs unpunifhed impieties of fo horrible 
a nature* ** Religion and Society,'* fays 
the great author of the Alliance between 
Church and State, are fo conneded, that 
as in beginning of things Society fupports 
Religibn by the appointment of a body of 
ECCLESIASTICS appropriated to church fer-» 
vice ; fo towards the end you fliall fee Re- 
ligion in her turn fupporting Society, which 
Vol. I. H oa 
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on her removal will drop all to pieces and 
fo the event has proved. The democratic 
Frenchmen fell upon their cle&gt firft^ 
and, hj the rapid flrides made fince their 
firft attack, have ihown mankind that, to 
infult the perfons and defpife the office- of 
their paftors, is only a firft ftep towards 
the denial of his authority who firft ap- 
pointed them ;— rand although Religion by 
the warmth of fome foils may be fomewhat 
run to £eed, wo to the glaring hand that is 
ftretched forth to pluck it up ! Whenever 
a Church falls, the State which neglects to 
msdntain its venerable dignity, and I will 
add its decent fplendoiir too, which nig« 
gardly withholds the fruit of the vine from 
him who labours in the vineyard, and 
meanly tries to ftarve its true ally, deferves 
the di0xe0e8 which fobn will fall upon it, 
and join in mutual ruin what ought to have; 
been conne&ed in happinefs and pow^i, 
For ai the State puniihes deviation &om the 



^fVk pf right as crimts oiily, not as fins ; it, 
ftands ill need of afliftance from the Chmrh 
to correct finful adions which are over* 
looked by the civil tribunat| though highly 
permqious to fociety: and hencje may be 
:dcduced the end ^nd uf<p of out Spiritual 
And Ecclefiaftical Courts) fuch as thofe ading 
under the Primate, and called the Preroga^ 
the Courts for that very reafon, becaufe it 
was the State which firft having fought aU 
liance with the Church, is now bound to 
protedl it ) fot together they muft ftand or 
fall J aild our intereil as well as duty is 
concerned in defending that hierarchy and 
lirell-ordeired gradation, which when once 
touched by facrilegious rapacity—we fee 
^hat follows. 

That the RocgiUh Chw;^ may: be, as all 
jiuiMn inftitutions are^ in fome, dieigree and 
in fome points erroneous, can aSbnd.no.exi- 
eufc to its deffroyers j they difpute no dog- 
ma, they underftand not the nature of any 
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fault in its opinions ; they feize a lielpleft 
prey as docs the vulture, without coniider* 
ing whether the bird is, as the fanciers 
call it, of the true feather: — fufficient temp^ 
tation is to them its glowing plumage and 
delicious flavour ; nor can its confecration 
to facred ufe prefcrve it from violation— 

Peafants tread 
Upon the necks of nobles; low are laid 
The reverend cro/ier and the holy mitre^ 
And defolation covers all their land. 

*. ) . ■ " " 

. Far from our happy ifland may Heaycn 
avert fuch crimes and fuch csdamities!- and 
may we" by' our. tendernefs towards our 
iChriftian brethren, the fuffering el's ROY 
of a neighbouring kingdom, i}iow ourfelves 
in fon^e 'meafure defarving the honour of 
icontributing to reftbre their Church to order, 
and ms^taan our own ! 

'3 ' * J.. ) 

* - 

CLfiVfiit^ 
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CLEVER, DEXTROUS. SKILFUL. 



TO which might be added another 
pretty word well taken into our language 
without alteratioa of fpelling^ and called 
adroit. This adje£tive (hould not have been 
omitted on the lift, as it will be very fuita- 
ble to foreigners, and lefs approaching to 
vulgarity than clever, which if applied to 
things high or ferious, frights one. We 
fay, The minifter managed adroitly in 
procuring men eminently skilful in the 
art of engineering, and equally dextrous 
in the manual ufe of fuch machines }~-for 
let a fellow be as clever as he can, with-« 
out pradice no perfon will arrive at being 
neat-handed and dextrous about any 
thing, lead of all in matters where compli- 
cated machinery is in queftion : I have there'- 
fore little opinioa of thofe contrivance 
H3 
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modem inventions to prevent fire or thieves; 
particularly a piece of workroanlhip once 
fhewn me of a ladder and fire engine com- 
bined, which alternately prevented the ope- 
ratioa of each other. — Few things indeed 
are more oflfenfive than thofe futile, and' 
half impratflicable devices to fnuff a candlq 
after fonie new method ; by which tricks 
CLEVER fellows however are SRitFUi, 
enough to get money from neighbours 
more rich than wife, who like the lady iq 
Young s Satires 

To eat their breakfafts will projedl a fcheme. 
Nor take their tea without a ftratagem ; 

to the contriving of which we will Icav* 
tli$m, and pafs on to 



CLOSE, 
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CLOSE, SECRET, PRIVATE. 



AND here, inftrudied by Sir Prancu 
Bacon, we might eafily bring in this fy- 
nonymy to illuftratc the charadicr of Henry 
the Seventh of England, who although a 
juft man and eminently conllant in his 
friendfhips, was fo close, that even thofa 
who were admitted to pafs private hours ^ 
with hiim never knew any thing of his 
' SECRET counfels, or could pretend his fu« 
turc intentions even to gucfs at. 

Such a man is beft reprefented by one 
who walking with a dark lanthorh in the 
night, contrives to throw the light oh his^ 
tompanions, and difcovers their faces while 
his own keeps hid: — ^^ve muft not fufier 
foreigners however to think the adverbs arc 
cxadly fynonymous. Close is ap epithet 
they will often have opportunity to give 
H 4 eur 
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our atmofphere here in Britain ; the ether 
two would be ridiculous: the private 
drawer of an efcritoire too muft be (hut 
CLOSE we will add, or all the papers there, 
l^erhaps containing secret intelligence, 
will be difcoyered and expofed. 



Ci05^, COVETOUS, AVARICIOUS, STINGY i 
PARSIMONIOUS, NEAR, NIGGARDLY, 
PENURIOUS. 



THE fiift and fourth upon this hateful 
lift are ftridly fynonymous, and stingy" 
is a mean word : close ihould be ufed in-^ 
ftcad on't. The other terms are often con-, 
founded too, though the qualities differ ex^ 
ceedingly. The laft-namcd prince was ,emi-: 
nently parsimonious even of his people's 
money, while his rejediion of America'^ 
treafure proves him by no means avari*^ 

cious : 
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ClOUS :— but Catiline, aliem appeUns^fuipro^^, 
fufus^ was a covetous charafter, though^ 
delighting in expenfive diflipation. Of all 
fovereigns Galba feems to have been moft 
CLOSE and near — niggardly in giv- 
ing, and in fpending penurious: tb^ 
xeafon was probably becaufe he came late 
into the pofleffion of wealth, and was 
afraid to part with what he had fo lately ob«- 
tained. Nothing lofes refped from inti- 
macy fo completely as riches. A gamefter 
npver regards that which he fees changing 
liands fo conftantly his wifh for money 
as but to play with it, no care for what it 
purchafes difturbs him, the houfe of a 
gamefter is difordercd like his mind: but 
no man is more willing to let it glide 
through his fingers j and if even his wife 
will watch him home after a winning day, 
Ihe may get a fliare of the plunder. How 
different the man who leads by choice a 
PARSJMONipus life in order to |)eftow hit 

fuperfluitiei 
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fuperfluities upon the poor ! Such a charac--^ 
ter is praifeworthy in fight of God and 
Man, provided he contrives to throw no 
difgrace upon his own virtue by an appear* 
ance of stingy closeness, which offend* 
•II people, though it injures none. 



COLD, CHILL, BLEAK. 

OtTR climate aSbrds frequent opportuni^ 
ties for thefe uncomfortable epithets, I fear 
it will be faid. We muft teach thofe the ufe 
of words, who are unaccuftomed to their 
iicceffity :-— yet when I faw the poor at 
Milan running about the ftreets with a little 
pipkin hung at their arm with lire in it, to 
hold their bleak blue.nofes over for fear 
they fliould drop off with the COLD almoft, 
I thought our own London not quite fo 
Jlarvtng a place ; however, the long winters 

there 
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fhcrc do give a chill to the Blood, wlil5fi 
natives of a warmer country are apt td 
think never ^ets thawed till fAaj. Thar- 
fi-ofts are (harp, btit ftiort ; arid the fitiia- 
tions of their towns fomehow have not a 
BLEAK appearance as in Germany, al- 
though one Bavarian foreft would furnifti 
Italy with wood for I guefs not how loiany 
years. In England if a province is not rich- 
ly clothed witE plantations, we think our- 
felves undone ; while the boafted fituatioa 
of Naples is furprifingly denuded : — but we^ 
following the diredion of Mr. Pope, con/ult 
the genius of the place in all^ and fecure from 
Dalkeith and Hopetoiin ^loufe all thofe 
difagreeable circumftances which foreign* 
crs might naturally expe£l from a northern 
latitude. Britifli induftry gives an air of 
tbnveu!ence, nay of fnugnefs, eveii to the 
COLDEST fcenes of life; and when I faw 
A bright fiin gild the lawn before Itive- 
rary Caftle, where fourfcbre hay-niakers 

enlivened 
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enlivened the place with, their fcng^ while 
they adorned it by their labours — rofct 
blooming in the garden,, fiih caught that 
moment from the lake, and ftrawberries 
prefented to us at the inn, that we might 
cat them at our leifure in the chaife — I re- 
gretted very little the heats of a ftronger co- 
loured climate. 



COMMERCE^ TRADE, TRAFPICE, BUSINESS, 



ARE nearly fynonymous certainly, and 
ufed each for other upon all great occafions. 
England may with propriety be faid to have 
any or all of thefe — commerce, trade, 
TRAFFiCK, or BUSINESS — ^with thofe Other 
nations among whom and herfelf there is 
kept a perpetual intercourfe. Yet common 
converfation ihews us the fhading thus: 
when one obferves that people in business 

take 
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take a juft and rational intereft in what con- 
terns the ftate of commerce in Great Bri- 
tain, where the admirable roads, navigable 
canals, and other works of immenfe coft and 
labour, have fo facilitated internal commu* 
nication of one city or town with another, 
that as much benefit has in thefe late Years 
accrued to petty TRAPFiCK,'as to trade 
in generaL Such are the advantages of mer- 
cantile people taking a fhare in the xronduft 
of a ftate, which fmall in itfelf owes much of 
its dignity to the extendvenefs of its com- 
merce. For it is this firft word that includes 
all the reft, and ferves as tranfcendental, 
when we a£Brm that commerce alone will 
produce fomewhat of democratic manners, 
and difleminate principles of real liberty 
throughout a nation ; becaufe no man will 
TRADE for what he cannot appropriate, or 
turn to purpofes of exaltation in his own 
happy country: yet that democracy will as 
ftttely produce (jommsrce in a widely 

^readin^ 
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cPpt^^cAtel ^^pire,ipay rf afonaW|' 

be dou|).ted. Po^*'?®?^? V^S^ 

t^c ttiaJ, and Burpge .will ibg^ f?(5 th^ r?fiU^ 

proye^rb # J^</f^ fto? th^e jro^ 

c?Rtcd on Jaft ftUabl^, ^ l,eaff ^feeff 
»fe4BS>^^^f?^^y? 

Her IooI(S c«M JIf £XCiKG with the fldes» 

fays Milton. 



cEiME, SIN, ARB Vice, 



fgr although th^jfe s^q too -mauoy a4^on^ 
^hic^ pclude them sail, yet axe wgr^f 

in their natm-es fe 
liiding to our l^yrof ^ ^w^, e^^re^? a ^FF^?! 
. c made 
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ma^ in focial ties^ and the neceflary £om<» 
pa&s between man and man. The fecond 
implies oiFence againft God ; and the lail m 
depravation of the will increafed by indul'« 
gence into grofs enormity. Thus forgery 
is a CRIME, for example ; infidelity a sin 
and gaming a vice : while 



CRIMINAL, SINFUL, VICIOUS, 



FOLLOW their principals fo clofely^ 
that even a newly arrived foreigner is fcarce- 
ly in danger of faying " There goes a 8 IN* 
FUL man to be hanged/' inftead of a crimi^ 
KAL; when a fellow is juftly fuffering deatii 
by the law, for having made falle draught! 
upon a banker : nor can fuch a ftranger live 
in London even a week, I fear, without bCn 
ingled to call that condu£l: merely sinful^ 
Tirhich carries .our unwary youth to fpouting^ 

clubs 
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dubs and nodturnal aflemblies, where blaA 
phemous opinions nightly fported with im* 
punity foon adduce a mode of behaviour 
foch as might be expedled from fuch tenets^ 
although the propagation of them Is not held 
CRIMINAL by the ftate, till by dint of fre- 
quenting fuch receptacles of corruption— 
thofe nefts of villany and ferainaries of evil, 
called by courtefy philofophical meetings and 
focieties for difputation — the foul, as Milton 
iays, imbodies and imbrutes, till man con- 
trives at laft to ftupefy even the fenfe of fear, 
and foon incurs by fome nefarious deed not 
only future puniftiment from God, but im- 
mediate vengeance for violated laws ; whet> 
having l;)egun a vicious courfe of life, and 
Aot being contented to lead a sinful one, 
ke becomes a chimi n al at laft,and dies with' 
fain and with difgrace^ Let every gay fel- 
low recoiled befide, that though to be called 
VICIOUS fcarce offends him, /A^/ is the only 
epithet ^ong the three which can without 
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impropriety be beftowed on brutes. We fay- 
popularly a VICIOUS horfe, a vicious bull, 
6cc.~the others would not do. 



CROSS, tTNLtrCKY. VEXATIOUS, PERVERSE^ 



THESE^ though each have meanings 
s^ppropriated fmgly to themfelves, are nearly 
fynonymous when applied to accidents alone. 
It was UNLUCKY (fay we) to be denied by, 
one s iervants when a friend knocked at the 
door with whom 1 happened to have ferious 
bufmefs, to whom I had a|ready folid obli^- 
gationsy and whoie vifit I had requefted 
might be made on that particular day for my 
own convenience. Things will draw cross 
fometimes, but this was a cafe peculiarly 
VEXATIOUS ; and I have feldom been more 
provoked or mortified than I once was by 
iki^ PERVERSE accident. 

vol. !• I TO 
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TO CROSS, TO THWART, TO OBSTRUCT,' . 
TO EMBARRASS, TO HINDER. 



" EKERMORE crost and crost ! 
nothing but CROST !" fays PetrucMo when 
no one dared cross him : a common difpo- 
fition enough in thofe who have had thfeir 
own Way till they feel more difpofed to in* 
terpofe obftruftion in the fchefties of others, 
t?ian to fuffer aity impedimentsno their ownl 
For preventing this depravity of mind niir- 
tfared by long indulgence, a little rcughnefs 
ftom the playfellow in iearly yoiith might 
cafrly fufiice;^ or elfc a lititle refleftionJn our 
riper *years. • Yk fome inlb'U(9:ors* of man- 
kind hive found, that to cure this coibjplidnt' 
'tis heceflary above all to Cr'6s3 ^ebpld in 
their infancy by perpetually i^HWXTRYlisfCSf 
their intents, obstructing t'heir littfe pf 0^ 
jeds for p6tty amufement, and cdntriVrng' 
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Inceffantiy to hinder enjoyments not in' 
themftlres itregular, and emibarrass de- 
figns not evil in their oWn nature^. Tfedngh 
this be efteemed however by fome wife peo- 
pie 9 good and reafonablifi mode of ' educaa 
tion, my head upon the matur^ft delibe* 
ration condemns the principle ad erroneous^ 
"^hile my heart rejeds the pradkice as tyran-i 
hicaK • 

♦ 

CRUEL, SEVERE, HARSH, f YRANNICAL, 



ARE Wofds Co bdious to eVerjr eatj par** 
ticularly an Englifii one, and convey fuch 
iimilar though not fytionymous ideas of be-« 
haviour, ill adapted to hUman natare, re-* 
Jjugnant to reafon, and above all things 
contrary to the fpirit of our meek re^ij^on^ 
iffhichV far. from infliairig injuries, fcruples 
even to rtfent them^that 'tis painful to 
la paft 
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pais through the liaes recording fuch qua- 
lities. Never indeed was there a time when 
tyranny wa,$ fo protefted againft : but 'tis the 
tyranny of princes only that leems to have 
ofiended this enquiring age : towards tbei^ 
facred perfons every harsh meafure has 
been adt^ted, every cruel indignity ex«. 
crted* Imprifonment has been rendered 
more sever £ by ftudied barbarities in thofe 
very mortals who deftroyed the Baftille ; 
while the feelings of nature have been TY<» 
RANNiCALLY fported with, by thofe who 
rejta every other tie of humanity as ad- 
fcititious ufurpation. Irene the cruel, 
who reigned emprefs of the eaft when France 
firil: inftituted her twelve peers, and aflifted 
by the duke of Spoleto flopped her conquefk 
in Italy— Irene the cruel, who urged 
the murder of a thoufand men in one nighty 
would not have been treated with as much 
roughnefs, had fhe been ta);en prifoner iix 
the battle, as the daughter of Auftria has fu£- 
3 fered 



r 
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fcred within thefe laft two years — fufferings 
that make tragedy a (port for babes, fiox 
is It neceflary to be a king if man has a 
mind to be tyraniiical : nor will even 
the example of unfeeKng France hinder the 
HARSH fpirit from difcovering its intents 
even in a country eminent for juftice^ for 
gentlenefs, for compaiDon, fhewn even to 
•ur open enemies, even to our private ones, 
though known for fuch- Yet here perhaps 
might now and then be found a father capa-s 
ble of feigning bankruptcy in order to drive 
his daughter into a match (he hates; and, tak- 
ing advantage of her tendemefs towards bim^ 
hurry her to lafting ruin. Or is a brother, 
an Englifh brother, difficult to be found, who 
having diilip^fted in vicious pki^^fures his. poor 
fifter*s fortune, hinders her from obtaining 
the hufband of her choice, and leaves her 
unproteded on the mercy of mankind } 
How feldom can kings be as cru£L ? The 
faihionable fop too, the hard-heart«d fon^ 
' I 3 that 
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that bets mad wagers on the life of a fond 
mother who gave up h?tlf her jointure to 
' Increafe his income, and fets, or runs her, as 
fhe modish phrafe agaiaft his gay com- 
panion's' tabby eat, for a frolic ! Or fhall we 
turn our . eyes to diftant provinces ?, where 
the county gentleman, jealous of hif p4vi-» 
leges, .HARSHLY condepans fome,^..haplefs 
poacher to prifon or to exile — aijid all for 
what ?^ foj. having knocked a helpleii haxe 
dow%. m']ijtit fat temptingly, flill perhaps 
between th^ furrows, and parried her home 
for wife and <;hildren's dinner. And is 
pot that SKVERE in him who argues fo fop 
liberty in parliament? But Shake^eare fai'd 
Jong fmce, that 

•MaiT) vile n^^i dreft 5ri Uttlc brief authoritjTi 
Flays fuch fjinuftip tricks before high Meav'n, 
As makes the angels weep. 

^n4 H^ylcy tells us bpw the niodera Patriot 

When foon at night tranfmutation rare 
*• ' |lc* turn? a Tory iti his dboV chair/ • ' * 
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TO" CRUSH, TO OVERWHELM, "to. RUIN, 



lAJRE nearly if :RQt llTi<a!y fyocfoymous, 
mnd imply a fall of-fome immenfe weight, 

•whetlier^Kquid t)r folid, oa the unlucky 
creature .CRUSHED, ovsuwHECMEtO and 

. KU I the blow. Upon thefe princi- 
ple^ wq »e however led againft jDur iwill to 
difapprovig the ufb t)f this metaphor by Mr. 

-Gray, who breaks .out m the beginning cf 

- JuSjbeaotiftil ode " 

Ruin feize tho^ ruthlefs King! 

for it IS the qualify of ruin to CRUBH, not 

- feize. Pamirie may be well faid to Jeize a man, 
for the purpofe of devouring — as a hungry 
wolf or tiger ; but the elephant crushes 
his antagonift with his weight. When an 
old caftle crumbles by time; and totters to 
its fall, how are the neighbouring fields 

% : 14 OVER- 
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TO CROSS, TO THWART, TO OBSTRUCT,* 
TO EMBARRASS, TO HINDER. 



MERMORE CROST and cROtrl 
nothing but CROST !" fays Petruchio when 
no one dared cross him : a common difpo- 
fition enough in thofe who have had thteir 
own Way till they feel more difpofed to in- 
terpofe obftrudlion in the fchefhes of others, 
ttan to fuffer-any impedrments^o their own. 
For preventing this depravity of mind nur- 
thred by long indulgence, a little rcughneft 
ftom the playfellow in ^aHy yoiith might 
cafrly fiifitce;' or elfc a little refleftionih our 
riper -years. * Yet fome inftrui^ors* of man- 
kind hive found, that to cure this coiiijplstint' 
'tis heceflary above all to Cr'6s3 ^eOpld in 
their infancy by perpetually TriWAUYllSf 
their intents, obstructing ttieir little pro^ 
je£ts for petty amufement, and contriving" 

meet- 
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iilceflantly to hinder enjoyments not in* 
themfelres itregular, and embarrass de-i 
ligns not evil in their oWn natures. Though 
this be efteemed however by fome wife peo- 
ple 9 good and reafonable mode of educa* 
tion, my head upon the matured delibe* 
ration condemns the principle as erroneous^ 
t;vhile my heart rejeds the pradtice as tyran-» 
Hical. 



CRUEL, SEVERi, HARSH, tYRANNICAL, 



ARE wofds fb bdious to eVery eaf^ par** 
ticularly an Englifli one, and convey fuch 
fmiilar though not fyrionymous ideas of be-» 
haviour, ill adapted to human nature, re-* 
pugnant to reafon, sind above all things 
contrary to the fpirit of our meek religion^ 
InrhichV far from infliSttrig injuries, fcruples 
fvca to itfent them^that ^is painful to 
^ la pafg 
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overwhelmed! how fits the fad owt 
hooting among the. wreclcs of iiuined 
greatnefs ! When a gallant fhip fplits with 
the weight of waters on her bofom-^how 
ftands the mariner aftonifhed at fuch ruin! 
how is the ftouteft heart appalled ! the liv** 
lieft hopes crushed! the moll afpiring 
courage overwhelmed ! when the faiths 
lefs element on which laft night (he con- 
quered a .powerful rival, now vindicating 
her own fuperior dignity, fwells with a 
ttmpeft, and treads down among the un« 
fathomable depths of a boiling ocean, the 
vidors and the yanquiflied. 

So perifhed the Centaur, fo was funk 
the Thunderer; cl^fjped in the arms of Vic- 
tory, and CRUSHED with all their honoufs 
on their head. 
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T 

t 

TO CRY, T6 EXCUm. 



ARB pretty near fynonymous in fomc 
fenfes certainly ; but if a foreigner Ipeaking 
of the London ^kies called them the. ex- 
clamations of the City, all wo\x\d langk 
'Tis very ftrange meantime, and to me very 
tinaccountable, that the ftre^ts* cries {houtd 
refemble each other In all great towns— but 
fure I am that Sfcm-camin^ with a canting . 
drawl at the end, founds at Milan like our 
Sweep fweep exactly ; and the Garden Linuh- 
nadiar at P^fi makes a pen noife like our 
prangergirls in the Pit of Covent Garden, 
that founds precifely fimilan I was walk* 
ing one day with my own maid in an Ita- 
lian capital, and turned ihort on hearing 
founds like thofe uttered by a London tin* 
ker^the man who followed us cried CaJJhxdi^ 
Cqfcrol d'accomodar— to the tunc of his 

own 
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own braf^ kettle juft as ours do : and I be<« 
Ueve that in a little time, many cities will 
be more famous for the miifick and fre* 
quency of tbei«:ri«» than-London ; becaufe 
fliQps there, increafmg daily, nay hourly, 
tsikc all neceflity of hawkers^ quite away— 

'excepting perhaps juft about the fuburbs 
jmd new-built houfes, where likewife ihops . 
are everlaftingly breaking forth, and affoid 

, people better appearance of choice* than can 
be eafily carried sibout by thgfe who cry 
them. 



TJOCRY, TO WEEP, ' : 



. * ARE Ideally J-think completely fyno* 
. nymqus, oijy thsg the lalLyerlv being al-^ 
. vray§ appropriated to f^jrious pujpofes, we 
-never fcarcely ufe it in ccdlpgui^ and famir 
Ibr difcoiufe;^ uukfs ironically-^for ^tis as 

we 
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we fay a tragedy word— ^aad Do, not CRy 
fo, is the phrafe to children or'friends we arc 
defiroua of comforting. Tear^ have a very 
powerful efiedt on young people, and indeed 
on all thofe who are new in the world ^ 
but veterans have feen them too often to be 
much afFedied; and fince the years 1779 
and 80, when I lived a great deal with a 
lady who could qall them up for bcr own 
pleafure, aad.pften did call them at my 
quejiy the feeing one iVfiEp l^as been no proof 
to me that any thing fad or forrpwful had 
befallen : and perhaps fome of the fincereft 
fears are Ihed when reading Richardfon's 
Clarifla, 'or feeing Siddons in the charailer 
of Mrs. Beverley. With regard to real ah-^ 
guifli of the heart, an old fufFerer weeps 
* but little. 

Slow-pac'd and fourer zi^ihc ftorms increa^bf 
Pe makes his bed beneath th' inclement drift | 
And Icomingthe complainings df diftrefs, 
lEfardens his he^rt agaiaft aflaxKng waqt<-« ( ^ 
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like Thomfoh^s Bear, fo beautifully dc- 
icrlbed by a poet equally {killed in the 
krowlcdgc of life and of nature. Such re- 
flections however will lead my readers na* 
turally enough on to the ne^^t fynonyme$» 
wluch are 



CYNICAI4, SNAPHSH, SNARLING. TAUNTING. 
SARCASTICK. 



AND thefe cuniih qualities (for the ge« 
nerous nature of a well-bred dog denies^ afii* 
nity with any fuch) although the derivation 
of the firft word did certainly come from 
him, are very near if not exaftly fynony- 
mous. Yet I muft fay, that the sarcastic 
gentleman who when at club lies clofe to 
give his neighbour a Htifig anfwer if he 
can, ii^rill not confefs himfelf a qynic } which 
is common and corrupt ufe feems to im- 
ply 
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ply mifanthropy and diftance from man* 
kind| rather than Ul--humour when among 
them. The snappish houfekeeper mean- 
while that gives fhprt anfwers to the poor 
vifitant niece, and tauktinglt notices 
her low-bred children's grofs avidity for 
cakes they cannot be fuppofed to get at 
home, feems the domeftick likeliell to bear 
rule in the eftablilhment of a snaklino 
old bachelor, whofe reviling humour in the 
laft ftage of life drives even his dependent 
relations from the door, and leaves him in 
the end a prey to ftill meaner animals than 
they — ^hirelings and fcrvants, who know« 
ing well his tempet, 

Imjirove that heady rage with dangerous ikillj 
And mould his paflions*-filI they make his wilK 



CURIOUS, 
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CURIOUSi INQtJlSITIVt^ ADDICTED TO 
ENQUIRY. 



. TjlfiSE adjeaives afe ilot ftnaiy fyno* 
nymous in converfation language ; their ap-* 
jyoach towards each other is nearer in books^ 
where the more ferious fenfe is adopted. 
The man indeed .who feels as if compli- 
iBcnted by being ftyled a philofopher AD-* 
mcTED TO Ei^QuiRY, is but little delight** 
ed at feeing himfelf clalTed among thofe in-'^ 
QUisiTiVE mortals, who are iniferable if 
any tranfadion however trifling chance td 
efcape their fpirit of petty refearch, and 
more curious than ufeful inveftigation.— 
Thefe diligent gentlemen, who make anec-« 
dote their ftudy, and an intimate acquaint-^ 
ance with every body's bufinefs but their' 
own, fole fource of their beft pleafures in 
fociety, are the people we call inquisi^ 

^ ' . TIYE, 
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I 

TIVE, arid m the language of low females 
GOSsrPERS — a word taken from the fpon- 
fors to 'a baby at his baptifm — ^becaufc 
much chat is fuppofed to- be -going forward 
at a chriftieiiing* iNQuisitrvE they cer- 
tainly muft be, as to obtain fads of this na*' 
ture many (jueftibns muft be afked ; and 
he who relies for recejJtrdh at one* houfe, 
only lipon his Ikill at finding what is done 
at anbther, will after a fliort' triumph run 
much hazard 1 fear'of being fliut out of 
all. ■ ' ' 

Scire volunt Xecreta domiisy atqne inde timeri. 

And who can blarne a general indignation 
felt againft the fpies of human kin^ ? Every 
excellence may be. pexrerted to a .defeat, 
nay to a crinie^ as every food pay by ibme 
procefs be tum^ into poifon j and. I have, 
been told that 'tis in the power of chymif- 
try to extra£t a fpirit from a common loaf 
of bread fo acid that coral and even gems 
' 5 ' may 
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may be diflolvcd in it. — ^Lct the man born 
ufeful and infipid tremble as he reads ; and 
fear left a genius for curious refearch, 
and honeft enquiry into moral life, may if 
indulged lead people on degenerating as 'tis 
further followed into a reftlefsand inquisx«» 
Tivc fpirity fatal to others' peace, produc« 
live of none to the pofieffon He who at* 
tends to charaders too much, learns to ac- 
commodate his eyes to minute objeds, and 
lus mind too : like him who peeps through 
microfcopes all morning to view the down 
upon an infe&'s wing, while an eagle foars 
over his head unnoticed in the clouds. 'Twas 
thus the great Lord Verulam fuffered his fer- 
▼s^ts to plunder clients with impunity, 
while he diverted himfelf with watching the 
tnany changes in a thief's complexion, and 
valued hrmfelf on knowing, at whatever dit 
tance, the looks of a creditor, a borrower, 
a lover or a pimp. 
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1>ANGER, PERlL, RISQl/fe, HAZARD* 



Dangir I whofe Umbs of giant mould 
Ko mortal eye can fixed behold, 
When forth he ftalks a hideous form, 
Howling amidft the midnight ftorm ^ 
Or throws him on the ridgy fteep 
Of fome loofe hanging rock to fleep— 

can fcarce be reckoned as ftridtly (ynonymous 
\vith any of the enfuing fubftantives, unlefs 
PERIL, which is a word feldom pronounced, 
at all, except upon very ferious, or wholly 
ludicrous occafions^ Much of our EngUih 
humour confifts in taking a heavy word for 
a light purpofe j and were a lady to refift a 
journey to Lifbon, alleging gravely the 
PERILS of the deep, all would laugh, al- 
though the HAZARD is furely fomething/ 
fiut DANGER and RISQUE are converfation 
'Words— the others not j — and that the firft is ^ 
VOL. u K capable 
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capable of fublime imagery, , and majeftic 
loftinefs when ufed in poetry, CoHins's fine 
verfes juft now quoted are a proof. Subfti- 
tute any of the other words for It, you con- 
vert the paflage itttb defdtriiity, bccaufe they 
will not, as that ^oes, admit perfonification. 



DEFINITION AND DESCRIPTION 



COME next, and iipbii their fyrionymy 
\fre did touch lightly in the preface to this 
book, it is however indifpenfable that they 
fhould be kept apart, a genus and difference 
being the two elfential and neceflary parts 
-of a riEpiNITiON ; fdr which reafbh we 
might define the word definition itfelf 
to mean the Description of a' thing by 
its genus and difference, becaufe things ate 
much more ufually defcribed by their ad- 
jundts or taufes, and thofe abundantly ferve 

for 
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for {)6pular information. Here too we may 
flop a moment with advantage, to tell our 
foreign readers/ th^it the liioft awkward and 
vulgar people commonly defcribe by caufes, 
while eloquent and polite fpeakers are care- 
ful to avoid fuch groffnefs ; choofing rather 
to dwell upon the adjunds of the thing de- 
fcribed. For example : If we fpeak tof a 
dejediion vifible in the countenance, contor- 
fions of the limbs, with weeping eyes and 
a violent crying out of the voice, our hear- 
ers readily from thefe melancholy ad- 
juncts conclude that we are defcribing 
pain ; and know that nothing higher than 
a brutal fellow of the coarfeft tribe would 
fay when he faw fuch cffeGs, that his com- 
panion had got a griper in hid belly — ^which 
would be defcribing pain by its final caufc. 
But were we to advertife that fame day how 
the famous Rough and Tough now upon 
fale, fets two, does three, ^and quarters four, 
better than any galloway in the weft rid- 
R a iag 
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iag of Yorkfhire, no gentleman or lady, 
no fcholar or learned man, would under- 
hand half as quickly as a jockey or liable- 
keeper, that we were fpeaking of a go o d 
horfc; whom thefe fame laft mentioned 
criticks would recognize with equal promp- 
titude were I to defcribe him by his final 
caufe, and -fay a good roadfter at once. Con- 
noifleurs think it fuflScient to call cenaiu 
puSures an Albano or Vandervelde, know- 
ing that on their efficient caufe it is that 
their proprietor relies for the profit on their 
difpofal : but talking in terms of art is never 
elegant ; and though perfons pf fafhion do 
adopt the cant of pidture-cleaners, I praife 
them not for it. Every failor meantime, 
and many a landman knows you are defcrib- 
ing a (hip, when you fpeak of a firft-rate, 
or a three-decker I doubt not, though he 
may not know 'tis by her formal caufe ihe 
was defcribed perhaps : nor will a jolly com- 
panion wait the filling of his glafs till he re- 
coiled* 
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coUeds it is fo named from the material 
caufe, or the matter of which it is cdm- 
pofed — although 'tis no incurious or empty 
^ fpeculation to obferve, that as a defini- 
'fiON can comprehend no more than one 
thing within the terms of its differentiating 
DESCRIPTION, fo it necclfarily follows that 
the number of definitions in the world 
muft be equal to the number of the differ- 
ences of things, and that the objed or final 
caufe of every definition is to fettle and af- 
certain the true and adequate meaning of 
words and terms, without which it were 
impoffible to proceed a ftep in the great 
fcience, or, as logic is juftly called, ars bene 
rattocinandu 



K3 
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DEFORMED, UGLY, HIDEOUS, FRIGHTFUL. 



DYER derives the fecond of thefe un* 
lucky adjeftives from ougb or oupb^ or golv 
lin, not without reafon, as it was long writ* 
ten ougly in our language. Frightfu^ 
bears much the fame bad fenfe, I think. — 
Goblins are ftill called frightening in th« 
provinces of Jiancafter and >iVlsftmorland } 
and th€ third wprd upon the lift, from b 'ldcux 
French, is but little fofter, if at all fp. DJS-r 
FORMED has a more pofitive {ignificatioQ 
than the reft ; for \ye know not how eafily 
delicate peoplp may be frighted, nor how 
fmall a portion of ugliness will fuffice to 
call forth from afFedlation the cry of hide- 
ous ! >vhile hyperbolical talkers hayp a way 
of giving thefe rough epithets to many hap- 
lefs perfons, who are in earneft neither more 
nor lefs than plain j by which I mean to ex* 

preft 
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prcfs A focaj "wholly divefted of grace, a 
Ci^untenance of coarfe cfAonr and vacant 
look, wkh a mien pofieiTmg no comelinefs ; 
which quality would alone protect them 
from deferving even that title, bccanfe they 
would then be ornamented. Thofe how- 
ev« who moft loudly profefs being always 
feared when tjhey are not allured, will in 
another humour be eafily enough led to 
confefs that many an ugly man or woman 
are very agreeable, and difplay fometimes 
powers df pleafing unbcftowed even on the 
beaytiful j which could fcarcely happen fure, 
were their unfortunate figures and faces 
oupb lik^j or terrifying: — it were well then 
if the Englifli, who hate hyperbole in gene- 
ral, would forbear to ufe it fo conftantly 
juft where 'tis moft offenfive, in magnifying 
their neighbours' defeds. Lord Bacon fays 
the DEFORMED people are good to employ 
in bufmefs, becaufe they have a conftant 
fpur to great adions, that by fome noble 
K 4 deed 
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deed they may refcue their perfons from , 
contempt : and experience does in fome fort 
prove his allertion ; many men famous in 
jiiftory haying been of this clafs — the great 
warriors, above all, as it fhould feem in 
very contradidion to nature — when Agefi- 
laus. King William the Third, and LadiA 
laus furnamed Pubitalis^ that pigmy King of 
Poland, reign^, and fought more vidorious 
battles, as Alexander Gaguinus relates, than 
Jill his longer-legged predeceflbrs had-^done. 
CoRPO?iE PARVUS ERAM, excUims he — 

CUBITQ VIX ALTIOR, SfiD TAMEN m 
PARVO CORPORE MAGNUS ERAM. No^* 

is even Sanctity's felf free from fome obli-? 
gations to deformity — while Ignatius Loyola 
lofing a Jimb at the fiege of Pampelona, and 
X * conceiving himfelf no longer fit for wars or 
attendance on the court, betook himfelf to a 
mode of living more profitable to his foul 
in the next world, and to his celebrity in 
this, than that would have b?en which, had 

his 



1 
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his beaxity remained, he might have been 
led to adopt. That deformed perfons are 
ufually revengeful all will grant; and thq 
Emprefs Sophia had caufe to repent her in« 
fuldng letter to old Narfes, when ihe ad- 
yifmg him to return and fpin with her 
maids — he replied, " that he would fpiii 
^fiich a thread as her Majefty and all her 
allies would never be able to untwift/'— 
yiox did he in the leaft fait of fulfilling the 
menace; which reminds one of Henry the 
Fifth's anfwer, when the Dauphin of France, 
defpifing his youth and fpirit of frolicking, 
ient over tennis balls as a fit pr^fent for a 
prince addifted more to play than war. — 
Our young hero's reply being much in the 
fjpirit of that fent by Narfes to the Emprefs, 
one might have thought it borrowed, had not 
eight centuries elapfed between the two 
events. Thef§ matters may for aught I know 
be all mentioned in a pretty book I once read 
isrhen newly publifhed, and have never feen 

^ince ; 



/ 
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gDce : k came out ihxct or four wd AiAf 
yeaiB ago^ and i^ained to its authi;^ the a{>« 
pdladoa gf D£roRHiT¥ Hay. He llkewife 
tmiilated fome epigxaim of Martial, but for 
bSs Efiay on D^rmky I have en^uked in 
Tain ; aad if I am guilty of plagiariTm it is 
^mwinf^y as the French expreffs it. Mean^ 
ti«ie iJ.GUNE^s ifaxommon converfation re-* 
lates merdy to the face, wbilil: DfiyoRMiTy 
iropUes a faulty fhape or figure. Fright** 
f uXt and hideous may be well appropri- 
ated to 4elirioYis dreams ; to the fight of 
9;|angled bodies, or human heads flreaming 
witfcibtood, {uch as France has lately exhi- ' 
bited for the f^ivage amufement of a worfe 
tfc^ brutal populace : but the words plain 
or bqpuly are fufficient to exprefs that total 
deficiency of beauty too often termed ugli^ 
NES'S 4n our friends «nd neighbours. That 
ftich is not the proper expreffion is proved 
by that power of pleafirig, univerfally al- 
bwed to the late Lord Chefterfield, who 
3 had 
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had nothti^ in bU perfon wHch at firJd 
iGightxrould raife cxpeaation of any delight 
la his fociety: and perhaps to overcpm^ 
prejudice in private life, sind make an ac^ 
compUflied companion out of an ill-cut figure 
and homely, countenance, may be more dif- 
ficult than by warlike prowefs and sSU 
of heroic valour to gain , and keep celebrity 
in the field of battle. Where there Is a 
talent to pleafe howe%^er, pleafure will rc^ 
fide J and one of the beft and moft applaud* 
cd minuets I ever faw, was danced at Badl 
fnany years ago by a lady of quality, .pale^ 
thirj, crooked, and of low ftature ; — my not 
wiihing to name her is notwithftanding a 
jkind of proof that her elegance would not 
{in her abfence) compenfate for her de- 
formity : fo furely do readers in gene- 
ral take up and willingly cherifli a difad- 
vantageous idea, rather than a kind one* 
Pope, who was deformed enough to have 
felt tl^ie tjruth of this pofition, and ingenious 

enpugh 
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enough to have found it out had he not felt 
it, difobliged his patron Mn Allen fo much 
by thefe lines, 

^Sce low-born Allen, with an awkward ftiamc. 
Do good by ftealtb, and blufh to find it fame, 

that he was forced to learn by experience 
how one of the beft and humbleft of man-? 
kind fuffered more pain by having his awk* 
wardnefs and mean birth perpetuated, than 
he enjpyed pleafure in having his virtue ce- 
lebrated by a poet, whofc works certainly 
would not fail of configning it to immor- 
tality, ' 



TO DEFY, TO CHALLENGE, 



THESE words are fynonymous When 
applied to a fingle combat between particular 
people J but the firft verb is vaftly more 'com-. 
I prehenfive 
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prehenfive than the fecond. Antony chal- 
lenged Auguflus to commit the fate of uni- 
verfal empire to his fmgle arm, confcious 
that in fuch a contefl (as his opponent eafily 
difcovered) the advantages lay all agsdnft 
Odavlus, who for that reafQn laughed at his 
propofal, and with due dignity defied fuch 
empty menaces. A man whofe fituation 
is wholly defperate, may indeed challenge 
the feven champions if he choofes, without 
fear of lofing the vidtory, becaufe no lofe 
can fet him any lower : but who is he that 
would be mad enough to enter the lifts ? 

Our two words were not ill exemplified 
in a very different line of life, when a 
, flafliy fellow known about London by the 
name of Captain Jafper fome twenty years 
ago, burft fuddenly into the Bedford Coffee- 
houfe, and fnatching up a hat belonging to 
fome one in the room, cried out — " Who- 
ever owns this hat is a rafcal, and I chal- 
lenge him to come out and fight A 

grave 
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grave gentleman fitting near the fire repltcrf, 
in fi firm but finooth tone of voice, *• Wlio- 
ever doed own the feat is a Uoekhead, and I 
hop^ we may defy you, fir, to find any 
fuch fool here.'* Captain Jafper walked to 
the ftreet door, and difcharged a brace of 
fcullets into his own head immediately. 



TO DEGBNERjiTE^ TO FALL FROM THE 
VIRTUE OF OUR ANCESTORS, TO tAPS» 
FROM A BETTER TO A WORSE SfATE, 
TO GROW WILD or BASE, TO PEJORATE, 
TO DISGRACE OUR NATIVE STOCK, 



THE firft of thefe is the true expreffion, 
from which the others do in eameft only 
pECENERATE, or tell by periphrafis merely 
what that verb gives in a breath : for things 
may grow worfe and worfe, pejorating 
every inftant ; yet if the parent flock was 

worthlelii 
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trorthlefe, our firft Word is no longet of uf& 
Nero arid Domitlan, for example. Were de- 
praved; but Commbdns and Caracalk added 
DEGENEAAClr to everjr other Vice : and al- 
though the toaturalifta do difplite whethef 
animals or regetables are capable of DSGEy 
NERAtiNG, they are but little inclined to 
negleG their barlej till it grows wiLbEtt 
AND BASER, and becomes oats in theit 
field : — much lefs do they delight to fee thek 
tv^heat turn darnel, as it undoubtedly will if 
care is not taken, which every farmer knows. 
Another fet of philofophers hold a perpetual 
DEGENERATION of the human fpeciesj And 
a well-known writer fuppofes Helen, when 
Troy was befieged for hier fake, lo have 
bfeen at lead eight feet high ; while the Ori- 
ental Jews hold an opinion that proves btr 
much DEGENERATED, when they reprefent 
Eve the mother of mankind fo tall, as that 
when flie lay down to repofe herfelf on the 
pcninfula of Malacca, her heels refted on the 

iiland 
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iflaxid of Ceylon. If we will however bd 
ferious, all things exhibit tendency towards^ 
DEGENERATION j cvcry ftatc before its fall 
gives fymptoms of the internal fitnefs for 
diffolution by the degeneracy of man- 
ners, and ihamelefs acquiefcence in each 
meafure that disgraces the parent 
STOCK. When national liberty verges to- 
wards licentioufnefs, national contempt of 
good faith and priftine ideas of honour 
carries on the individuals towards a merited 
bankruptcy: — when fcofFers are. permitted, 
to infult religion, wit is employed in the 
worft of caufes, and humour ends in low 
mimickry or vile caricatufa : emulation, the 
beft quality for keeping honour alive among 
a great pepple, feels ferpents crawl beneath 
the laurel crown fhe fighed for, and fufFers 
^ tranfmutation into the figure of envy. 
The kingdom of France fhew?d all thefe 
marks of declination long ago to (kilful ob- 
fervers 5 
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A thoufand horrid prodigies foretold it z 
A feeble government^ eluded laws, 
A f a£^i6U8 i^opulace^ luxurious tioble^i 
And all the nialadies of (inking dates : 

as lays Demetrius in Dr. Johilfon*s play, 
when his frien4 in the £Hl fcisile airai^ 
eternal Providence for not having warned 
Greece of her impending deftiny by fome 
extraordinary event or prodigy. , And I re- 
member going to fee the Manage de Figaf o 
when I was laft in Paris cxadly ten years 
ago, when a gentleman near mii faidi^ 
Eb ! tomme nous fommes jOEGSf^ERES ! bn 
prend tout fa pour Pe/prit.^^ So certain is 
it that our theatres exhibit the tafte of the 
times ; arid if that becomes fo far corrupted 
as to produce applaufe to low grofefque or 
eoarfe alluiion, it is a iign we are DEasNE- 
RATiNG apace. 



VOL. 1. 
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DEGRADATION. DEPRIVATION Of DlGNlTT, 
DIVESTITURE. 



A DISMAL fet of fynonymes to thofe 
m upper life among ae, where for the moft 
part proud honour fiands in place of meek 
religioa— proud honour^ that fhrinks froxa 
the idcat of DIVESTITURE, while it delights 
in the traffip^s of a court, and fears the de* 
PRIVATION OF DIGNITY more than the 
lofs of^virtw or^hope of a world to come. 
For aUhpjigh rifing glgries occafion ftrongeft 
envy,ap rifing fires kindle the greateft fmoke; 
yet can a man once eflablifhed in a high poft 
with difficulty endure to come d^n the 
^€ps he went up, the which is implied in that 
cruel word degradation; and he was 
More than man who fet us in his life and 
death the awful pattern of Chriftian humi« 
Uty. For fhame is perhaps the ftrongeft of 

all 
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all pafliond, and harder to vanquifH than an* 
ger, love, or fear : 7bey^ as a great divine 
fomewhcrc obferves, fly to mankind for re* 
drefs of grievances; while fenfe of degra* 
T^Ktio^^Jbame^ flies from them, and makes 
an eye as (harp as a fword. Shame's bad 
eftate is feen in this, that its hope and felicity 
lies fo very low as to make night and obli* 
vion, which are the terror of others, his wifli, 
his ]oj—faUere et cffugerc eft triumpbus. 
Human nature has however in thefe laft 
days been fhewn a bright example of a fuf« 
fering monarch, whofe defcent from the 
throne was more glorious than almoft any 
king's acceflSon \ aflfording proof that de- 
privation OP DIGNITY but afl&ds the 
eye, while incrcafe of juft eftimation fwelb ' 
every heart, and makes us, while we lament 
the divestiture of one who bore and loft 
his facubies fo meekly, confefs at leaft that 
Chriftian lowlmefs, and virtuous defire of 
imitating his heavenly Mafter, could fupport ^ 
La a prince's 
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a prince's foul even under the moft humUf^^ 
ating DEGRADATION. If this is thought 
contradidory to what I have aflerted under 
the article blameless^ want of reflexion 
alone infpires the criticifm. I praife not 
Louis Seize as a fovereign, for deferting his 
poft and yielding his power to a tumultuous 
rabble, whom he was bom to govern, not 
comply with ; — leaft of all when fuch com- 
pliance could but produce their rmru. I praife 
bim as a majij and admire hia behaviour 
in prifon at the Temple, not Verfailles. The 
refignation or rather derelidtion which car-, 
ried him from thence to Paris was falfe not 
true patriotifm. " A king infpired with real 
love of His country is, as Lord Bolingbroke 
cxprefles it^ ineftimable : becaufj he, and he 
alone can faye a ftate whofe ruin is far ad- 
vanced ; but 'tis by his dignity and courage 
he muft fave it, not his degradation^ The 
utmiDft that a private man can do, .who re- 
mains untainted by general contagion, is to 
. keep 
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keep the fpirit of virtue alive iii his own and 
perhapsra few other breafts; to proteft againft 
what he cwnot hinder, and claim what he 
cannot recover; and if the king makes him^ 
ielf a private man, be can do no'mortf; 
whereas from the keyftone of the building 
we expedl that which alone can reftt>reic'td 
firmnefs and folidity." Such was St John's 
idea of a patriot king — how unlike to the 
mad dodlrines held in France ! 



TO DEROGATE, TO LESSEN THE VALUE 
OF, TO DISPARAGE^ 



; THESE verbs are' nearly fynony. 
mous, only the firft requires an ablative cafjb 
after it, the laft an: accnfative ; the middle 
one is a circumlocntory phrdb* An' ex« 
ample might eafily be made lx> run 'thii^ con* 
nesting in fonie meafvf e this aitkle with the 
: ^ L 3 preceding^ 
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pcecedmg* When Bc^ngbrolte g&ve the 
world his idea of a patriot king, the author 
was wdl khowa to he a man invch dHaf» 
feAed to th£ then pnefent government, looia 
in his principles, and a profefTed contemner 
of the Chrifiian fyftem ; yet oonld he fmd 
mo pn^rer nlodcl of tnifi patriotififi in «3Mv 
naithic life than our glorious queen £li^^ 
beth, whom he holds forth as a pattern of 
princely excellence. Sin<e it faasbeentbemode 
however to disparage royalty,all the petty 
pens have been blunted with endeavours to 
LESSEN THE VALUE OF her kingly virtues, 
and DERopATE froip her underftanding by 
charging her with we^knefs in imagining 
herfelf handfome, merely becaufe flie wiftied 
if pofl^ble to add the influence of a woman 
to the ttUthprity of. a foverdgn ; wl^Ue t3a» 
noble writer jiirft amsdioned, whom aH man- 
Jdnd eonfidflsras a loonfommate politician, 
&w elcarly^faftd fays m her praife botdr 
)y, that fbe had pivate firiendfiiips and 

acknow* 
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acknowledged favourites, but that flie never 
fufiered her friends to forget ihe was their 
queen, and when her favourites did, Ihe 
made them feel thai fhe was fo j for (adds 
be) decorum is as neceflary to prefenrethe 
.^eem, as condefcenfion is to win the a£- 
fedicns of mankind. Condefcenfion bowr 
ever in its very name and efTence implies 
fuperiority. Let not princea Matter them«* 
ieives therefore ; they will be watched in 
private as much as in public life ; and thofe 
who cannot pierce further, will judge of 
them by the appearances they Ihall exhibit 
in both. As kings then, let them never 
forget that they are men ; as men, let them 
»ev«r forget that they arc kings.'* 



L 4 DESPOND- 
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PESPONDENCT, HOPELESSNESS, DESPAIR, 

. - - J' "J ». : 

*■ ' » ' . • • , ' ' 

f'ORM - a fort of heart-rending climax 
rather than a parallel — a climax too which 
'time unhajppily fcarce ever fails of bringing 
to perfe<9ion. The laft of the three wordte 
implies a fettled melancholy I think, atid 
is comrabnl'y fucceeded by fuicide — ^Vcry 
■abfurdly— *fnre ; as our country, ^ where 
^tis afferted the fin of felf-mur^r moft ob- 
tains, is the country whence hopeless- 
ness is more completely baniflied, than 
from any region under heaven. 

So many viciffitudes of fortune, fo many 
changes, fo many chances to repair a 
broken property occur in England, that 9, 
man is blameable here even for despond- 
INCY — unpardonable if he gives way to 
DESPAIR: while fentimental diftrefs is 
|)crhaps harder to endure here than in fe- 
" I veral 
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veral placea, and female refentment ma/ 
rbe reafonably high in proportion as .'tis 
fatal. A woman deferted by her lover is 
not in fear of being forlaken by the berd^ 
in cities where lefs obfervation watches the 
condud of focial life ; but while her name 
is bandied about by every mouth, her fi- 
gure caricatured in every print-fliop of Lb/i- 
don^ Poor Olympia (fay we) has appeared 
to be in a ftate of grievous deje£lion, end- 
ing in fad despondency indeed, fincc 
her lover's open and ungenerous defertioa; 
his recent pxarriage with a lady inferior in 
every thing but fortune, might have been 
expeded to cure her long permitted paffion, 
by fliewing her at length the hopelessness 
of being his. But a friend called at my 
houfe to-day, and told the fervants, thajt 
the news coming abruptly when her 
nerves were already in a fliattered ftate, and 
her weak health finking apa^cc under the 
fifft blow J — this aggravation of an unpro- 
voked 
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ijpktd tejtrrf threw her by its narration 
tnto a fit of DESPAIK, from ivhich th» 
worft coolcqucnccs may be e*pe£tcd. 



PJSCOURSE, TALK, CHAT, CONFERENCE, 
AHD CONVERSATION, 



THESE fubftjntires, if not quite fyno^ 
Wymous, are at leaft very clpfcly allied; al- 
though the verbs which derive from them 
ipread wider and keep a greater diftance^ 
For we CONVERSE together familiarly, we 
CONFER ferioufly; while chAttinq 
means mere frivolous and good-humoured 
Intercourfe to amufe ourfeives and ovtt 
companions at fmall mental expence. A 
clufter of petty fentences might ealily bb 
formed fo as to bring the five fubftantives at 
the head of this article clofe together— and 
3 cve% 
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bit 

la order to facilitate the good oflScfe, 
lyhich although painful I had taken updQ 
myfelf as a duty, namely, the reconciling 
of my brother and bis wife, Nvho I iinder- 
ftood wefe on the very verge of parting, 
and had not fjpokcn to each other for i fort- 
night paft, I thought it right in the firft 
place to obtain a cqnf£2bnc? with him 
W private; and having gathered not with- 
QUt difficufty, from his repugnance to all 
-l>iflC00RS5 upon the liibje£t, thjit after all 
his loud complaints laft winter, and more 
unpleafing fullennefs the beginning of this 
year, their^ was in fad nothihj^ to lament 
at laft, but her extravagant turn and info* 
lent temper, qualities which however infup- 
portable to an Englifli huiband, cannot inr 
jure female delicacy to be even openly pro-» 
tefted again^ aqd complained of } I chofc 

to 
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:to hoM my pvtpokd^rAiiK yntb tht Iady» 
in company of her own particular friends, 
and above all, her father; that To no mi£- 
reprefentations might be made of my beha* 
viour; and during the courfe of fuch a 

. CONVERSATION, I doubted not, could I 
once get them in familiar chat, that the 
whole truth might be obtained) and a final 

. end put to thefe domefUc feuds, that have 
fo difgraced my brother's choice, and made 
me daily and deeply regret his leaving die 

. tender Olympia for this haughty dame ; 
who brought a larger ifortune certainly, but 
with it fuch a train of preteniions as woufel 
tax a larger income to fupport^: _ : 



PISMAL, 
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DISMAL, GLOOMY, MELANCHOLY, 
^ : SORROWFUL, DARK, 



» ARE words which excite a train of 
ideas fo mournful^ we will hope they can 
fcarcely all be predicated of any place ex- 
cept a prifon, of any fituation unlefs that 
of the Royal Family in France, of any 
event if it be not fome recent one in that 
diftradled nation. — ^When their ftory is told 
however in future converfation, and horror 
fits on the fad liftener's looks ; the relater 
will be at liberty to dwell either on - the 
blacknefs of thofe crimes which pregnant 
with cruelties, and fulminating death all 
around them, conftitute a clufter of ill-ar- 
ranged but DISMAL fcenes; — of elfe on the 
pale countenances of parting friends — pa- 
rents — fillers —children — torn from the em- 
braces of their partners • in afflidion, and 

plunged 
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plunged in lilent, melancholy woe# 
Then — while the sorrowful audience^ 
with ftttentive angui(h watching the cata- 
ftrophe, hope that the oloomy prolpcfk 
yet may clear-r-fome dark confpiracy 
thickens in the back^ground, and adds ob- 
icurity^ which alone could heighten fuck 
difirefs* 



DISSOLUTE, LOOSE, UNRESTRAINED, 
RIOTOUS. 



IN this fynonymy I fhould cxpefl; ta 
find the beft reafons, and the caufes moft 
likely to produce thofc calamities which in 
our lafl: article were fo juftly lamented ; fbr 
not with more certainty do the hot and cold 
fits of an ague fucceed each other than doet 
a long feries of melancholy hours, and 
Aoughts, follow hard upon a conrle <xf 

PISSO-' 
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GissoLUTB fivwg^ wd Looss maimers 
The laft vrord U not exadlly fynonymoua^ 
with tfafi other three j for although the 
perfoo who refifts aU order, and infiik on 
leading an unilsstraineb life, commonly 
does break out into a riotous condud; 
he may from the lame principle fmk into 
floth, and melt in mere voluptuoufnefs^ 
when all ties that held him to duty and de- 
corum are diflblved, — ^This however de- 
pends merely on the ftate of his health and 
nerves ; for when principle is removed, in- 
fiind nmft govern : and let us recolIe<a that 
iu man to whom reafon was given, and re« 
}igiaa revealed, the quality of inflini^: is 
much lower th^A in brutes, where tiat 
alone was beflowed as fufficient guide.— 
Nkrman could find his way home, like his 
loft fpaniel, without a tongue to enquire it ; 
no man could find the methods of efcape 
which prefent themfelves to a courfed hare, 
when (he turns fhort in the middle of a 
s fteep 



iSo BRITISH SYNb^IYM^. 



fteep declivity, and by fo doing dilappoihfe 
the dog, whofe impetuous Ipeed arid lengtK 
of body huny him as it were over hei*, 
down to the very bottom; virhile (ht 
mountiilg the hill, dips oh the other fide it, 
and is fafe. But hilman creatures unre- 
strained become not brutes— they be- 
come fomethihg wdrfe; as tnilk turns to 
poifon if put oiit of its courfe, and inftead 
of being fwallowed by the mouth, is injedt- 
cd Into the veins. — Liberty does the fame — 
ib does every thing. The fun, which af- 
fords light, and heat, and comfort to our 
fyftem, fixed as it is on high, in its due 
place— becomes when loosened from it^ 
orb, a comet flaming through the void, and 

firing every thing it meets with on the 

_ If* 

way. 



JDiSTEM- 
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DISTEMPER, MALADY, DISEASE, DISORDER, 
INDISPOSITION. 



FOREIGNERS if not warned— or a3 
they always call it — advertifed^ are apt to 
ufe the fecond of thefe words too frequent- 
ty, being feduced away from the others by 
its derivation. It has however a found of af« 
fedation with it when pronounced ott flight 
occafions, as Distemper conveys (I know 
not very well why) a grofs idea* while 
MALADY feems a phrafe now wholly book* 
ifh— although we do fay that Hortenfii 
iince the fmall pox has laboured Under ail 
INDISPOSITION foconftant, that her friends 
fear it will at laH end in an incurable dis- 
ease. Such DISORDERS are indeed lefs 
dreadful than that contagious one, which, 
before the ufe of inoculation was known, 
kept half the men and alinoll all the women 

Vol. I. M io 
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in perpetual terror, and may be juftly 
ranked among the moft horrible complaints 
and dangerous maladies incident to hu- 
man nature : nor can we eafily be excufed 
the fm and folly of carrying it to countries 
where 'tis yet unknown, making depopula- 
tion the fad confequence of difcovery. 



DROLL, COMICAL, GROTESQUE, 



THE firft of thefe words was long ufed 
in our language as a fubftantive, but^grows 
obfolete as fuch in converfation, where it 
takes the French fenfe now exadly, and is 
fynonymous to every epithet that exprefies 
coarfe mirth divefted of all dignity, and 
fitteft for buffoons. Some time ago it was 
in conftant fervice as a verb ; but in thefe. 
days we do not fay a man drolls upon 
his neighbours foible, but how droll he 
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is when he fo entertains the company, I 
would ©bferve, that people met together on 
purpofe to laugh, and to be wantonly or 
idly merry, fhould at leaft be attentive in 
the choice of fubjedts to exert their fancy 
upon ; as nothing is more eafy than to be 
COMICAL, if the imagination is permitted 
to excite grotesque images upon topicks 
particularly grave, and rationally ferious : — »• 
and I truft it is for that very reafon thefe 
DROLL gentlemen commonly choofe thofe 
fubjed:s for ridicule— becaufe the very op* 
pofition fuffices to create the merriment, at 
flight expence of humour, wit, or learning, 
in fuch talkers ; who by mere knowledge 
of the clear ^obfcure in converfation, force 
out flrong and immediate efFe£t, with little 
or no merit. — Lefs innocent and not more 
valuable to thofe that excel in letters, life 
and languages are fuch pretenders, than is 
the Panbrama viewed by painters — a mere 
deception, ad captandum vulgus. We muft 
M 2 ' confefs 
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confefs, however, that neither vulgar nof 
elegant minds are diverted with the fam* 
kind of DROLLERY in different countries, 
where whatever is merely comical de- 
pends mtich upon the habits of life ; and 
the famous ftory of Italian humour will 
fcarce make an Englifh reader laugh per- 
haps, although 'tis a fort of Handing joke 
with them. I will infert it, becaufe to many 
of my country people it may poffibly be 
new, and is certainly the faireft fpecimen 
of G?LOTESQUE manners in a nation that 
admits of infinite familiarity from lervants 
and low dependants, fuch as obtained in 
England a century ago, when the conle* 
quencQ^ of fuch kind of behaviour were not 
as they would npw be, deftrudive to deco- 
rum, and even dangerous to fociety. A 
noble Florentine then had ordered a cranp 
for dinner; but his cook's fweetheart coming 
in hungry, he cut off a leg for her^ and 
fent the bird to tible with but one; his 

mafter 
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mafler in a pailion called him up, ahd 
afked him if cranes had but one leg ? No, 
fir, replied the fellow with great prefence 
of mind, and your excellency never faw 
tbofe animals with too. Did 1 never in- 
deed ? faid my* lord, ft ill more provoked — 
order the carriage to the do6r diredly.; — 
The open chaife was brought, and the 
cook put into it by his matter's dire<^tion ; 
who feizing the reins, drove him to the 
neighbouring lake three miles from the pa- 
lace, where ftood numbers of cranes by the 
water-fide as is their ciiftom upon one leg, 
with the otl^r drawn up under their wing. 
Now look, fir, faid the cunning fellow — they 
are all fo, you may perceive ; not one of 
them has more than one leg. You are im- 
pudent enough, replies the nobleman, we 
will fee prefently if they are all lame ; and 
fuddenly crying HoOy boo^ away fcam- 
pered the birds on as many limbs as they 
could muften — Oh ! but, my lord, returns 
M 3 the 
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the DROLL cook COMICALLY, this is not 
fair: — you never cried Hoo boo to the 
crane upon our difti, or who knows but he 
might, have produced two legs as well aa 
thefe?' 



TO DROP, TO FALL, TO TUMBLE, TO SINK 
SUDDENLY. 



THESE neuter verbs are not fynony- 
mous; becaufe although whatever drops 
muft in fome meafure fall, yet every thing 
that FALLS does not neceflarily drop. A 
man climbed a tree in my orchard yefterday, 
for example, where he was gathering apples; 
having miffed his footing, I faw him, after 
many attempts to fave himfelf by catching 
at boughs, &c. fall at length to the 
ground — the apples dropped out of his hand 

on 
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on the firft moment of his flipping. To 
SINK SUDDENLY, half implies that he fell 
in water, unlefs we fpeak of fuch an earth- 
quake as once deftroyed the beautiful town 
of Port Royal in Jamaica, when the ground 
cleaving into many fiflTures, people sunk 
IN on the fudden ; fome breaft-high, others 
entirely out of fight. To tumble is an 
a£t of odd precipitancy, and often means 
voluntary falls endured, or eluded by 
fearlefsnefs and adroit agility : 'tis then a 
verb a£tive, a trick played to get money, 
and fliiew the powers of humanity at an 
efcape, as in feats of harlequinery ; or the 
ftrange thing done many years ago by Gri- 
maldi, a famous grotefque dancer, eminent 
for ppwer$ of this kind, at the Meufe Gate 
in London} where having made a mock 
quarrel, and ftripped himfelf as if intending 
to fight, previoufly colledting a fmall circle 
to fee the battle, he fuddenly fprung over 
his antagonifts and fpedators' heads, and 
M4 TUM* 
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TUMBLING round in the air, lighted on his 
legs and ran away^ — leaving the people to 
gape. When the well-known Buffo di 
Spagna, or Spanifli buffoon, who delighted 
to frequent fuch exhibitions, was afked 
what perfon he thought to be the firft tum- 
bler in the world— he archly replied. 
Marry, firs, I am of opinion that 'twas 
Lucifer \ for he tumbled firfl, and tum- 
bled furtheft too ; and yet hurt himfelf fo 
little with the fall, that he is too nimble 
for many of us to efcape him yet.'^ 



PROWSY, SLEEPY, INCLINED TQ SLUMBER. 



OF thefe lazy adjedives, the firfl is mofl; 
poetical I think, the fecond mofl familiar, 
and the third mofl proper, if we fpeak fe- 
rioufly of a perfon difpofed to lethargic ha- 
bits, and labouring under preternatural in- 
clination 
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clination to slumber. The Palace of Sloth, 
ia the Lutrin de Boileau, affords more va- 
riety of thefe leaden epithets than one would 
have thought could have been brought to- 
gether ; and the laft line remains yet in pot 
fcflion of unattainable excellence, Ypite of 
all efforts to imitate and furpafs it, when the 
goddefs, 

Lafle dc parlcr, fuccombant fous 'eflfbrt, 
Soupire^ etend les bras, ferine I'oeil, & s'endort. 

Our Dr. Garth, it is true, in his Difpen- 
fary, has introduced King William's praifcs 
as deftrudive of sleepiness^ after the 
French poet — they want however the grace 
of jlpvelty. Pope's lines in the Dunciad^ 
^ire better, when Dulnefs proclaims a re-^ 
ward to thofe who could keep their eyes 
open while fome ftupid books were to be 
jread by drony fouls with a uniform mono* 
fony of vqipe, and fays, 



If 
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If there be man who o'er fuch works can wake, 
Sleep's all-fubduing pow'r who dares defy. 
And boaft Ulyfles' ear with Argus* eye ; 
To him we grant our ampleft powers to fit 
Judge of all prefent, pafl:, and future wit. 
Th^n mount the clerks, and in one lazy tone 
Thro' the long heavy painful page drawl on \ 
Soft creeping words on words the fenfe compofe. 
At every line thfey ftretch, they yawn, they dofe; 
And now to this fide, now to that they nod. 
As vei-fe or profe infufe the drowsy god. 

But I will haften to conclude a fynonymy 
fo oppreffive, left in an evil hour my own, 
book prove one of her favourites. 



DRUNKENNESS, INTOXICATION, EBRIETY. 



A N odious fynonymy^ to women, and 
•foreigners from climates where the coun- 
try's warmth needs no additional or fadi- 

tious 
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tious fire. It Is meantime a melancboly 
refledioh wHich we read in Salmon's Ga- 
zetteer — a book fomewhat too haftily thrown 
by — bow the inhabitants of almoft every 
country poflefs fome plant become peculiarly 
dear to them, for its powers of producing 
INTOXICATION.— The vine, the poj^y, arc 
not always ufed as cordials or paregoricks^ 
but a temporaty DRUNKENNESS, or durable 
BBRiETY^ are the efFedts propofed. Nor is 
the brute creation unwilling fo participate 
in the vices of humanity. A game cock 
will eat toaft dipt in ftrong beer with infi- 
nite delight, as feeders know full well, when 
they inftigate the noble creature to his ruin ; 
and the cuftom of giving an elephant opium 
balls when he goes out to war, has always 
been known in the Eaft, where that drug 
gives heightened fpirits, not inclination to 
llumber as here : — perhaps .becaufe there 
they poffels the pureft parts of a juice flow- 
ing fpontaneoufly from the wounded plant 

whilf 
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while we are contented widi the meconium 
produced hj beating and fqueezing the leaves 
and ftem, and draining the dregs oflf for ufe. 
In countries however where neither betel, 
nor coculus Indicus, no deleterious vegeta- 
ble can be found — Man, unable or unwill- 
ing to endure refledtion upon hi\ own ex- 
iftence, afraid of his reafon, and defirous 
to drown it — ^as fays the old book pf rela^ 
tive geography — finds out a nxethod of 
making himfelf drunk, by being placed 
upon his head by his companions, who twirl 
him round and round, while he flopping up 
both his ears with his fingers becomes as 
he wifhed intoxicated. 



DUBIOUS, DOUBTFUL, UNCERTAIN* 



ADVERBS, or adverbial adjedlives, very 
nearly fynonymous, of which the firft was 

moft 
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moft ufed in converfation till about twenty- 
five or thirty years ago, When a popular 
though paltry drama, by putting it ill pro- 
nounced into a clown's mouth, rendered it 
ridiculous ; and people grew afraid of utter- 
ing the word, left ludicrous* ideas flhould be 
fuddenly excited, and turn as we lay the 
laugh againft him who fpoke, by forcing 
the image of their favourite buffoon upon 
the company. Such mean impreflions how- 
ever wear away by time, leaving only the 
half-effaced head and fool's cap to puzzle 
antiquarians ; when the motto growing un- 
certain, leaves the ill-expreffed face of^ 
very doubtful original, and inclines con- 
noiileurs to be dubious in naming the 
coin. Johnfon relates a (imilar accident to 
have been the theatrical death of Thorn* 
fou's Sophonifba. Slight caufes will operate 
on the mere tafte of pleafure ; yet we ipay 
not unreafonably pity the author who is 
pommeled down thus with a farthing candle, 
S as 
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as I have heard Dr. Goldfmith fay he once 
law a man eminent in ftrength treated at an 
alehoufe for a wager. The manner play- 
mg the trick I have forgotten; but the 
ftrong fellow was made to fubmit, though 
his antagonift had no other weapon — and 
therein confifted the joke. Bentlcy fufFered 
much in the fame way from Pope's tor- 
menting him ; but 'twas a mere temporary 
fuffering. 



DUCTILE, FLEXIBLE, SOFT, YIELDING, 
PLIABLE, MALLEABLE. 



THE firft of thefe is I know not why 
chiefly appropriated by books, and even 
ufed more when writing about things than 
perfons; though Addifon, whofe ftyle in the 
Freeholder approaches to -GoUoquial, men- 
tions a DUCTILE and eafy people, not diflS- 

cult 
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cult to be worked upon. I think the word 
very happy when applied to temper ; how- 
ever the hard as folid wife-ones of this world 
deipife a flexible difpofition, and take ad- 
vantage of a SOFT and yielding one. 
Pliable feems fomehow referable more to 
body than to mind : one fays rightly that in 
youth the limbs are more pliable, and any 
little diftortion eafier fet to rights, than when 
the figure has attained more maturity ; but 
without a DUCTILE mind, no labour of the 
teacher can produce much fruit of know- 
ledge in the learner ; who, inftead of hard- 
ening himfelf in his own opinion with in- 
flexible perfuafion that he knows beft, fhould 
remember that the nobleft of all metals, 
gold, is the moft pure and at the fame time 
moft MALLEABLE arid moft dudileof any.' 

I have omitted tensile on the lift, al- 
though perhaps as good a word as they, only 
becaufe 'tis out of life in talk, and chiefly 
found in works of art, as chymiftry, &c. 

DULL, 
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DULL, STUPID, HEAVY. 



OF the firfl: upon this flat and infipid lift: 
Mr. Pope has greatly enlarged the fignifi- 
cation, and taught us to call every thing 
DULL that vf2is not immediately and pofi- 
tively witty. This is too much, furely ; 
and indeed one finds it received fo only in 
the Dunciad or Eflay upon Criticifm. In- 
formation may be heavy fometimes with- 
out being stupid or dull, I think; its 
own weight of matter may render it fo ; and 
he who conveys ufeful knowledge fhould 
neither be mocked nor flighted becaufe he 
happens to be unflcilled in the art of levi-- 
gating his learning to hit the fl;rength or ra- 
ther feeblcnefs of moderns to endure it. 
There is however a kmd of talk that is 
merely heavy, and in no fenfe important. 
Such converfation has been lately called a 
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iore^ from the idea it gave fome old Iportf* 
man driginally I believe of a horfe that 
hangs upon his rider^s hand wi^h a weight 
of STUPID impulfC) as if he would Ure the 
very ground through with his nofe ; tiring 
the man upon his back moft cruelly. The 
cant phiafe ufed at thofe public fchools, 
where they call a boy who is not quick^wit-* 
ted, iuxd cannot be made a fcholar, a ilunt^ 
is fb good, that I figh for its removal into 
focial life, where blunts are exceedingly 
frequent, and we have no word for them. 
Dullard is out of ufi;; we fi^d it now oiUy in 
Shakefpeare, 



»UMB, SILENT, MUTE, 



THE firft of thcfe not ftriaiy fynony- 
mous adjedlives implies original incapacity 
VOL. I. N or 
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or fttdden deprivation df fpeech ; the others 
allude to volitioa : a man cboofei to be 8i«» 
LENT and fit MUTE in companyt though 
not DUMB by nature — he has perhaps no- 
thing, to faji, ^d makes a virtue of nece£- 
fity — or lies perdu to watch the talk of his ' 
companions, and turn it into ridicule where 
he is dxorc familiar —or he writes down what 
other people are iaying, and publiihing his 
paltry farrago a dozen years^erwards, gaina 
money, for his^ treachery, and praife for his 
knowledge of anecdote— like Humphrey 
GubbinS in the old comedy, keeps sitENT 
in the parlour, whilft in the kennel he is 
loudeft of them all. The laft word, when 
it turns fubftantive, exprefles the Turkilh 
Have, who iij his earlieft years had his tongue 
torn out by the barbarous minifters of -def-i 
potifm to enfure silejice concerning their 
intrigue?, ^c. The fecopd and third hjpw^ 
ever are fpmewhat too neariy related, thpughs 

: MUon 
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IVMftbft does join ihem in a pottit union 
ftskrce' allowable in eommon converfatioii : 

* And the mute Silence bift along, 
" Ttcfs Philomel will deign a fong ; 
' In hirrwecteft, fetWeft plight, 

iSihoptHiuDjt ihe^ fyggtihrow of mght*. 

r . * * • • • 

,. .DUNGEON, PW60N, CLOSE. PRISON. 

^ CON VERSATION has carried this, 
tue^f 4. a^y fomehpw far from its proper, 
plaoe; a DUNQKon giving /no other idea 
tbaa %that of fome fubterraneous cdvern ' 
li^e thofe in our old- Gothic oaftles^ where 
if! thd PRISON is 1310 longer vifibley the well 
r<tmains« And there is[ a dui^oeon of 
this kind ftill exifting at Rome, where 
the common people tell us Saint Peter was - 
kept, and the antiquaries aver that ftatQ 
prifoners of great dignity were coniined ; 
neither of which faCls appeared to me 
N 2 . poffiblc 
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poiiible when I faw the place, flill left that* 
Jugurthahad lived in itfev^n months. Since 
th^ refiftance which the unhappy queen of 
France's health made againil ft lituation no 
lefs horrible, however, any tal« mvf bo be^^ 
lieved, either of cruelty in thofe endued with 
power, or power of endurance in thofe cnt 
dued with patient fortityde. Meantime the 
word DUNGEON was originally fynonymbui 
with tower or turret, whic*i Bochart and 
Bryant derive from theoldChaldaic,! believe; 
and the term Ti^r itill remains in Perbyikire 
and in Wales for high places, cafiles on the' 
hill top, &c. The learned may fettle whether 
that comes from the Saxon divinity Tb»r^ 
who had. his refidence on places mturally bp 
artificially^ eminent $ or whether the word 
relates to a politer etymology. Certain it 
feen^rthat Horis was the fire tower or Pharos 
antiquity, whence the Latin TWr/ir ; and 
Etruria was according to forae feholars called 
the Land of Tpwcrs, or turrets, which is ftill 

a very 
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a very proper appellation for a diftri£t where 
they ,yet abound^ though no longer in ufe 
either as beacons or dungeons. Diony« 
flus kept his prifoners on a rock ; and old 
Evander, in the daffical tragedy ever a fa- 
vourite with the public, is confined accord- * 
ing to juft coftume at the top of s fteep 
place overlooking the fea: for dungeons ' 
and towers were commonly placed near the 
ocean, for increafe of difficulty fhould the 
prifoners attempt to efcape. And there were 
towers of other denominations befide thofe 
intended for confinement; as we all now 
know that the Cyclops were places of this 
^Jcind, with a light or fire burning in the middle 
of the upper ftory* — whence the idea of their 
being giants, with one broad eye in the midft 
of theb: foreheads : while \4mpbUtirit^ the 
oracular tower, was by its maritime fituation 
cafily converted into the ikrife of Neptune, 
abd called Ampbttrite. But enough, and too 
liiuch, concerning this' fynonymy* * 
N 3 DURA- 
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- DURABILITY amt £)tJRAtlON- •' • " ' 



ARE cfTentiaily and- metaphyfrcally dif^ 
fercnt ; yet a foreigner may .find them npw 
and then ufed as fynewymes in commoii con- 
verfation, or fancy he finds them fo ufed> 
when 9 philofopher tells him that fiiWunary 
hi^jpinefs is of <hort Duration^ becaufe in 
the world itfelf there is little DURABlLiTYr. 
Now 'tis evident that could thefe words evea 
be changed each for other without impro- 
priety^ yet would ftrch a tranfpofitiea bje. n^' 
proof of their fynonymy^ .They are twO' - 
diftiodt qualities belonging to our teira^^ 
queous globe and its contents, among which 
Tery few have the power of long continuance 
the thing implied by durarilixy, ^ terras; 
merely relative ir^dced^for skhhpugh rpcta^ 
apd mpunlains do certsiinly poffpf^. in *, 
degree beyx)aii treesi an^ ^^^^V. 

. T.' material 
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mtterial mould endued with capacitjr of i>u- 
, klATiON) becaufe that word implies eter- 
ftity ; nor cm a juft idea of that be obtained 
by or from the permanent parts of fpace^ 
but father from the fleeting and perpetually 
perifliihg parts of fucxeflion. Such ah imper- 
fed notion is at leaH the trueft we can form, 
while confined in our prefent houfe of clay : 
a better will doubtlefs prefent itfelf to US| 
when fixed in a ftate of immortality— when^ 
though ideas ihall multiply and fucceed each 
other ad Infinitum^ none fliall peri^i j but 
1>URATI0N lhall be acknowledged though 
dec$y Qxa\\ be no more — an idea as difficult 
for a finite creature to comprehend as to ex-> 
prefs« It IS pot however neceflary to think 
very acutely or reafon very profoundly, in 
wder to deny their pretenfions to common 
fenJCbywho would attribute perpetual du ra-^ 
TiON to a world which contains nothing 
trithia it of great DURABiLixy — ^who fee 
»U it» parts ia .a perpetual flu;t,afl;d yet pro- 
- . N 4 flounce 
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nounce the whole to be eternal — and appro* 
priate to matter which is in hourly decay^ 
that power of duration belonging only 
to pure and true fpiriti which not confift-* 
ing of any parts at all can be feparated only 
by creative power, and that in a manner 
beyond our compiehenfion* 



DUSKY, CLOUDY, OBSCURE, 



IS the fpot we inhabit, ufing thcfe adjec- 
tives ia a literal fenfe, according to their juft 
and natural fynonymy: dusky, cloudy, 
and OBSCURE will of courfe be our reafoa- 
ings on fubjeds above our powers df under- 
ftanding ; for fo in a figurative fenfe wc ac- 
cept thefe epithets moft exprcffive of that 
which is acknowledged moil difEcult to ex- 
prefs — unintelUgibility — half-comprehended 
notions of half-diftinguifhed, indiftin^ ideas, 
• like 
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like filent Ihadows fleeting trjr in. a 2>v«xt 
nighty when ci^oudy vapourft conceal die 
moon, and an obscure cavern exhibiting 
, total blacknefs is all which convinces us .that 
we enjoy even partial illiunination. But too 
much of thefe gloomy fynonymes pafs 
we to 



DUTIES, ACTS, or FORBEARANCES, 
ENJOINED BY RELIGION OR 
MORALITY. 



THAT every man has fome duties^ 
and certain people have many, was never 
difputed till of late years, when a general 
releafe feems to have been figned by thofe 
who enjoy a fdf-created aiilliority to model 
the moral world after a new fafhion ; orra^ 
ther to break up its prefent form, and reduci 
it fo Eu" as in them lies to its original chaos. 

Act* 
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AcTs^f juftkfe and pUQiihmeiit of cnmiiSi 
ttfimbK^ witfa a&y fpititof public or private 
jrcrenge, the i oitBf Ak ance of which is a 
liUTY- indifpenfable ta ChriftiaHs, will w« 
hope follow hard upon fuch enormous tran& 
greffionsylhe remembrance which dtight 
perhaps rather to be erafed than chronicledi 
that fo the fucceffors of ftich men might ne*:^ 
ver hear their fathers* horrible deprayity4 
Meantime while they yet exift, let thofe who 
mangle the bodies and libel the name of 
tbeir fuperiors far in talents^ birth and 
beauty^ recoUeft (they love a ftory out of 
ancient Greece) how Stefichorus the ppet^ 
fon of Hefiod, was faid to be ftruck blind 
^Wlt he fung or recited his y^csa intended 
io lampoon the lovjely queen of Sparta ; and 
though 'no mt doubted Helena's :m]£:on^ 
flujfty^ an ^omeJ - to applaiid the ' jtiftica dT 
Heaven in piini&ing bim who liad^extain«» 
iy .aotright to arraign it*. : . : . . . 
.r- - \ , V r: c 

: . 2:. fiAOER- 
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EAOERN^fsS, £ARN£STN£SS, VEHEMENCE, 
AVIDITY—ARDOUR IN PURSUIT. 



THESE vary with thwr tlieme, I think-— : 
A maiji Is fM<l K) follow pleafures with fiA-^ 
0£RN£98, to fiiek knowledge with tAWa\ 
N2$TK£ss^ to prcTs an argument with vx-* 
UEMSNCE^ ta thirft fcur.power with «mbi» 
tious AVIDITY^ and drivaa flying enemy hp- 
fore him with ARDOUR of purfuit. The firli. 
term and the fourth are clofeft in aflkiity^ 
and are, if not wholly, very nearly fynony- 
mous; as EAGERNESS implies hade to devour 
— and AVIDITY is only a ftronger exprefiion 
to the fame purpofe. Alt thefe may howe- 
ver be brought clofe together. without, taji-. 
tology. ^In.laft Ttjcfiiay^s long pleadings, 
lay we for. example^ Berofus reafly fjpoke^ 
with fuch a fojemn eaRvNEstn^ss, that as^ 

■ . ,7 . " nay' 
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my opinions were unfettled at entering the 
hally my heart confeiTed the powe^ of 
oratdry^ and caught his ardooR for the 
puniihment of crimes fo contrary to the 
true fpirit of Jienevolence and peace : but 
when Sempronius (landing up prefled the 
fame caufe, my feelings recoiled from ea- 
gerness fo defperatCi that it feemed rather 
grefs AVIDITY for the blood of an unhappy 
fellow creature though criminal, than a 
zealous care for preferving the rights of hu« 
raaaity undillurbed* 



X ' ' - ' - - - - - 

« SG&EGIOUSt EMINENT* REMARKABI^E, 

DISTINGUISHED. 



THESE although fimilar are not fynony* 
mou$ ; for although a lady may be distin- 
guished froni the comtaon herd as a pret- 
ty womah, fhe need not for that reafon be 

• ** ' . 3 ' celebrated 
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^idebxated as an bminsnt beauty; andiS 
(he does think fit to render herfelf fome» 
vrhat REMARKABLE for the fuperior ele- 
gance of her drefs, it is by no means necel^ 
fary fi^e fliopld be an eoregiovs fopl to 
every new fafhion ; altering and chan^ng 
after the caprices of others lefs fit to lead 
the way than herfelf* 

*Tis faid too with proprjiety eno^igfa, that 
Umbra is a fellow of Co Uttle original coa* 
fequence, that fighing to be^DiSTiNGUiSHw 
ED he is obliged to make himfelf S,£MARK^ 
AfiXB by imitating the manners and :evea 
foiblts of his more impprtafit^ friends, a»dr 
by lamenting in himfelf. fome. errors whio||: 
he never committed, and Some faults he waSj 
never known to poiTefsv This is like a 
child who climbs on an apvhillock. to make* 
itfelf ^MINBNT tis tnicj nor can jjopr; 
Umbra with all his ende^ivoms pcoqvire to^. 
IbUnfelfNany higher cha»flter firom fcci{Sy»: 

but 
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Butf that of h^g, :^ lage dsys^ ^XitLioi-m. 
WMTLV aa afe; ^ ' • 



EI^ABORATE, WELL.WROUGHT, HIGHLY 
i-- * ' FINISHED, &c. 



" THE firft' of thcfc is the elegant word 
whicTi the dthefs explain by pcriphrafis. 
We fay an EtAiBORA-tE work nibally com* 
marids reiped, wfeile another kfi* highly 
*ttyfsil«© fteab away our fondaefe*-*-What 
f wfote fslftefty' Pope tells his friend in con-r 
fldeikri, i^Wa;ys |)leafed be^; yet waa 
Pope*s pclctiliar forte rather corteiP nicety 
than bold cxceHencc.. If however 'we ufe 
the ferft word for a ]^t}efii^^-betrer when 
f|>eakii^ of Hiecdbfiihic arttb tj(ke ilp the fe; 
(C^d or thirds A table neat4y kitaid we* 
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IS ; and commend the polifhing and go^ 
drooning filver plate, \ij obferying ,that 
•tis HIGHLY FINISHED. It may be hero 
obferved, that workmanlhip properly fe 
called is carried to its acme of ingenuity 
in England, fuperior to any conritry "upbh 
earth — while German artificers are infinite- 
ly beyond Italiaji ones, who' feem not to be* 
endued with patience fufficient even to de-^ 
iirc perfedion, being contented the mo- 
ment flrong efFeft has been produced.—^ 
The harmony of Germaii mufick is 'for' 
that reafon far more, elaborate than 
any thing wis can find in the fimpli<4ty 
animated by genius of the Italian ichobls^ 
where the effeft is , confefledjy more poiw* 



TO 
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TO ELECT, TO SELECT, TO CHOOSE, ' 

' 

THESE verbs, though nearly fynprxy- 
ttcua^ are yet appropriated in the language 
of convcrfation, where a lady will tell you 
that £he has no power to choose her own 
piartner even in 9^ dance, but mud wait till 
the matter of the ceremonies has gone round 
to SELECT among the gentlemen prefent 
one for that purpofe. If he is of confide-, 
ration in the country, and likely to be 
ELECTED member of parliament for the bo-, 
rough, at his father^s death, fhe will not- 
withftanding be well enough pleafed with' 

choice, and her mother will take tickets 
next feafoQ for the mailer's benefit ball to 
ihew her gratitude for this mark of his at- 
tention, and to fecure its continuance till 
h^T daughters are diipofed o£ 
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TO EMANCIPATE* TO SET FREE, 
TO MANUMIT, ok: DELIVER. 
FROM SLAVERY, 



THESE words, tliough all produaive of 
the moft pleaiiag ideas, are not for that rear* 
foa ftri^Uy fynonymous : the third particu« 
larly implies the power of doii^ an si£t wil^ 
our own hands, and muft fhortly become 
ufeltfs ; for who can manumit when fer- 
vitude ihall be no more ? When the hu- 
man foul however is set free from all 
corporeal temptations, by the diflblution of 
that body which contains it, how. will theirs 
rejoice that have firom pure motives, from 
honeil and generous principles, contributed 
towards emancipating the Blacks, and 

DELIVERING them FROM SLAVERY ! HoW 

much more ftill will thofe have reafon to 
rejoice that never abufed authority and 
VOL. It O power^ 
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power, while fuch precious jewels were 
committeid to their charge! or helped to 
bring forward this extraordinary yet appa- 
rently half neceflary difpofition in the World 
to clofe up every breach of diftindion, and 
tear away the boundaries 'twixt man and 
man ; thofe ' once " facred limits, long pre- 
scribed by fociety ; and permitted if not idui. 
"ally appointed by -Heaven, as guardians of 
civilized life! . . .• 

TO ENDURE, TO BEAR, TO SUPPORT, TO 
SUSTAIN, TO UNDERGO, 



ARE very near to a very exad fynofiy- 
my i only that the firft verb implies fome- 
what of patience, which the others do not^ 
and I feel too as if the laft was more, of an 
- affcive quality than the others.— We may 
. pbferve for inftance, that tranquil and fedate 

fpirits 
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fpints EKDuits afflidions of the mind which 
ilrong and vigorous imaginations can fcarce- 
ly tNDBRGO ; as in bodily diftreffes, expe- 
rience has informed us^ that the robufl and 
able mariner is lefs capable of sustain'^ 
INO himfelf in a famine, and bears to be 
put on fhort allowadce with lefs power to 
fupport the change, than men more feeble 
by nature i— the truth is, he requires more 
food, and the lofs of it defhroys him tauqh 

, foonen— Thofe feamen who caine acrofsthe 
Atlantic with brave Captain Ihglefield in an 
open boat^ were the weakeft failors of his 

. crew — the flxong ones died of hunger} and 
it may be remembered that a woman came 
alive out of the black hole at Calcutta-^ 
where fo many men perLQied fot want •£ 
air and waten 



di 
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ENEMY, OPPONENT, ANTAGONIST, 
ADVERSARY, FOE. 



THE Engliih are fometimes laughed at 
by odier nadanB^ becaufe whh us diefe 
words are not as with them, perfedly fyno- 
nyttious. — 'The fecond and third howerw* 
are1)eft ufed, I believe, to exprefs immediate 
and particular conteft, though perhaps with* 
out my perfonal ill will ; the firft, fourth, 
iand fifth denote refolute and l^ng eiimity. 
Thofe who-cannot concdve oppcJfition with- 
out rancour, or ftruggle with6ut medevo- 
fence, mlift be taught by i trifling exakmjJc. 
For though Tancred ^s my Opponent, 
fays a true Briton, when we coritefted the 
county cle£tion two years ago, and each 
party delighted in whetting their favoiuitc 
againft his antagonist with abfurd ea« 
gernefs and empty paflion ; as all that vio- 
lence 
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leiiee and fury was but intended to ferve a 
tranfitory purpofe, I fee not that we need 
be fetded enemies for this reafon j but if 
the foolifh fellow will be an adversary, 
let him at leaft be an open and declared 
. one, not a filent, private, or infidious 

FOE. 

This laft fubftantive is I think peculiarly 
energetick, and happily applied in Otway's 
fineft drama : no one who remembers Barry 
can forget the general fhudder when he faid, 

I've heard how defperate wretches, like myfelf 
Have wander'd out at this dead time o* night 
To meet the foe of mankind in his walk. 

Venice Presbkved. 
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ENTERTAINMENT, AMUSEMENT, DIVERSION, 
RECREATION, PASTIME, 



THESE agreejible fubftatitives, never iui 
fuch ufe as now, are of various defcriptions, 
though ftill approaching to fynonymy, The 
firft has a metaphorical reference to hofpita-r 
ble treatment, and the fourth to a reftora- 
tipn of the body's exhaufted particles by 
food : I fhpuld therefore willingly in int^l- 
ledual cafes confider agreeable converfation 
as the moft delighfiil entertainment 
to the mind, and a cheeiful hour or even-a 
ing's chat with intelligent well-bred friends^ 
the moft pleafant of all moments — becaufe 
fpent in tjTie recreation. One's ideas^ 
fpring and Ihoot forth in a congenial foil 
with new and frefli vigour, while eager tQ 
imbibe the communication from thofe wha 
Impart it^ and feel ne\\f powers rife in the 

foul 
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fqtil at approach of the kindred attradion. 
Some other pastimes however muft be 
admitted, or we fhould conftrain life too 
much, and vary it too little. As a remedy 
tQ this evil, and in order to divert, or turn 
aw^y our thoughts from too ferious reflec- 
tion, cards have been invented: — but as 
they fatigue the mind with ufelefs attention^ 
in alixioft ao equal or fuperior degree with 
many an art and fcience, while the body 
is chained down to a fedentary pofture as 
Qpmpletely as ftudy could herfelf have de^ 
tjuned it, I rejoice . exceedingly that our 
Gothjck anceftors have taught us in Eng- 
land, to draw the moft animating and 
manly awusejvjent from the fports of the 
field; innocent and cheerful pleafures, 
taken moderately in our neighbour's cpm-f 
pany and prefence, the only diversions 
propetly fo called, that are at once natural 
and rational for humanity to exuti in,, as 
Iprds of tbe creation, to whom priginal 
O 4 xommand 
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cbmmatid was given to replenifli the eaith 
and fubdue its brute inhabitants, by cultivat- 
ihg thefriendfliip of fome,and entering into a 
league againft others, whofe deftru^live tem- 
per and difpolition help to difturb the peace 
of the foreft and the warble of the groves# 



ENVY, EMULATION, RIVALRY. 



THOSE writers who flatter human na^ 
ture, no doubt in ordef to mend it, by tempt- 
ing their readers to merit prdfe fo defirable, 
tell us that the two firft of thefe are not fy- 
iiohymous, and I hope they are right. The 
firft is however fo black and deteftablc a 
vice, that I tremble to fee any elegant head- 
drefs given to cover and conceal the fnakes 
tinder the ple^ififlg appearance of emula- 
tion; and am well perfuaded that onecan^ 
not be too cautious of encouragipg rivalry 
2 »mong 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. hot 

amo!^ duldren or young petfons, Idk the 
EMULATION we exdte may degenerate into 
EKTT, and left a piogrefa in aits and &ience» 
Ihottld beill obtained at die too dear esq^ence* 
of puxity and vlrtuep 



£ST£BM» VENERATION, REGARD, VALUK. 



THOUGH the fecond of thefe fubftan- 
tives does moft certdnly include all the reft, 
yet may they all fubfift, and are adhially 
ofteneft found without it. 

EXAMPLE. 

Every man has in the courfe of a mdde« 
rately long life^ fet I fuppofe an immenfe 
VALUE upon fome miftrefs little deferving 
his £STE£M> fome fervant who never me- 
rited his REGARD, or OB fome friend who 
had ftill fewer claims to his V£NSRAtiON| 

but 
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bat it was die opinion of a wife inan l once : 
knew, that the- regard even of a great. 
TsAod might be won without difficulty by 
ikilful people, without any enuQcnt qualifi-* . 
cations at all, merely from a di%ent appji-y. 
cation of thofe inferior ones that render fome 
perfons in the wwld ukfaL if-not-abiblutely 
jieceflary to others. This power is however 
better called influence, than any term in our 
fynonymy j though we can> fcarce refufe 
them that pf value, wjxeix thofe for whom 
all mankind have a juft esteem cannot gq 
(K^ without theqi^. 



rj;o EXCUSE, to extenuate, to 

APOLOGIZE, 



^ ARE verbs wry nearly yet not flridly^ 
fynonymous, while 'tis furely not diflio- 
Eourable to apologize for faults that will 

4 fcarce 
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fcarce admit extenuation j becafufe the 
fiGt of ApoiiOeiziNG implies a half con-- 
feffion of the crime or error, while he iwho 
produces falfc motives as an excufe, or urge$ 
fome flaw in l^is opponent'5 charad^r by way 
of EXTENUATING the ofFcoce, defigns that 
you fhould fiill think he was right from thQ 
firft, and that you fliould even confefs your 
mifapprehenfion of his paft cohdu£t. This Is 
adding meannefs to injury ; and very diffe-;? 
rently does Philips make the foh of Achilles 
behave, when flightly apologizing to 
Hermione he nobly avows that fault his 
heart permitted him hot to avoid, and fays 
$0 the hdy he has ill treated, that 

Pyrrhtts fljaih ne'er approve his own Injufttpc, 
Pr form excuses v(hcn his hear): <;pndemns him.* 

I ftiould be forry this fentiment were found 
in L'Andromaque de Racine, from whencq 
the play is taken ; it ought to be that of an 

imcicnt 
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andeot Gxe^ only, or an hoodt EngUih^ 



TO EXTEND, TO STRETCH, TO AMPLIFY, 
TO DILATE. 



IN a mere literal iienfe thefe Terbs are 
each retreating from fynoaymy, or con* 
nedxou with the others : for if gold, for in- 
ftanc? does adnait eafily of being extend* 
EIX) we can fcarce call that amplifying 
which rather impli^ dimini/bing its parts, 
even in the very aft of dilating thenvi 
although by dint of stretching them 
forward, Q)ace ceitainly becomes occupied in 
a longer not wider dircdion, 

SpcaKng figuratively of writers or con- 
verfers, we lay the" man amplifies when 

qrowd^ fuperfluous circumftances around 

hii 
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^S'ftory/urorder to increafe Its importanee 
by fwelling its bulk; and that he £XTeni>s 
him(elf on fuch a fubjedt, when he wearies 
the readers or audience widi dra^ng into 
length fome trifling fa£t that naturally lies 
dofe and low ; or when at the expence of 
folidity he dilates his arguments till they 
become diffufed into feeblenefs, and evapo* 
rates all his^ meaning into air. The Queen 
of Dulnefs then fits in fuUeft majefty, when^ 
as Mr. Pope delbribes, 

Her AMPLB prefence filb up all the fpace^ 
A veil of foga DILATES her awful face. • 



TO EXTOL, TO l^RAISE, TO COMMEND, 
TO CELEBRATE. 



IT feems as if commendation fiood loweft 
on this fcale^ if fcale it is, and meaneft, if we 

^7 



Jay the wdrds oh a patsdlel line together; fit 
1 believe 'tis genexall)^ underftooid that wc 

.COMMfiNb virtue^ while we cej^bbrate 
knowledge, and .that We feel difpofed W 
FRAiSE^a man's learning, whofe genius we 
EXTOL. Should this method of oonfidering 
the v^bs in queftion be approved^ a fi>- 

..reigner might, after pcriafing. .what our 
g^eateft qitic has thought fit; to fajr of our 
^^ateft poets, be ftyle^ judicious for affer^-^ 
ing among his own countrymen that Dod^gf 
Johnfon commends Ifaac Watts with de- 
light, and CELEBRATES with pleafure the 
fuperiority of Drydeh; that he ^Kaises 
Pope and Addifon with deliberate and calm 
efteem of their great merit, while Shake- 
fpeare's general powers and Milton's Para- 
dife Loft are by him juftly and zealoufly ex- 
tolled above them all 



EXUBE- 
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EXUBERANT, REDUNDANT, SUPERFLUOUS; 



SEEM to run up into a^dimax of plenU 
tude, beft explained by a trifling example ; 
as if one fhould fay. wbat I have beard to be 
ftridtly true, that travellers going up the river 
Senegal, in order to explore the country, and 
enable themfelves by experienqe to relate 
fuch effeds as follow naturally the fervour 
of an African climate, found the grafs and 

. foliage on its banks fo copious, and the 
flowers fo excefifively exuberant, that oiir 
failors fainted from the superfluous fra- 
grance ; while the philofophical individuals 

. of this difcovering party attributed the layifli 
excefs of vegetation hot wholly to the pene- 
trating warmth of a vertical fun, but to thofe 
enriching rains which are fo redundant 

in 
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In that country at cettaia periods of the 
ycar# 

Are fometimes, in fomewhat like a figib* 
rative fenfe, nearly fynonymous. A fo« 
rcigncr will be flicwn a prolped from Rich* 
tnond Hill, or among the more contxaded 
round Bath perhaps, with thefe 
words— A pre^ country here within the 
^ EYE reflefdn^ poffibly upon the ftretch of 
SIGHT required at Mount Cafhel, or that 
which from the firft. mountain beyond Pont 
Bonvoifin commands thofe extenfive pro* 
vinces of France, which feen for the firft 
.time create a ftrongfurprife upon the mind, 
and aftoniih vifion while they reach beyond 
It. 

My 
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My SIGHT grows weak, or my eye fails 
tfte, is fynonymous|n common converfation ; 
aSd Dr. Bcattie fays moft wifely, that many 
a metajphylkal dilpute has grown out of the 
affinity of thefe two fubftantives,wKich fome- 
times may, and fomietimes ought not to be 
ufed each for other. Sec the Eflay on Truths 
part: iL chap, 2, fed. !• • Tfte a Jfrangc 
SIGHTj &c.*' 

Quotation only mangles books like thofe: 
they fliould be read carefully, and read 
through ; and^ in our days Jhould be got by 

Hill ■■I-' ' ■ .. ' A. . I ■ I I " .'iri ' ■ 



FABLE, FICTION, APOLOGUE, ALLEGORY, . 



ARE nearly allied, though not exaftly 
' fynonyraious ; for the third thotigh a better 
word is commonly funk in converfation, and 
the firft fubftituted in: its plage ; meantime 

VOL, if P 
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we muft remember that all the reft are in- 
cluded in the term fiction, which implies 
any tale not by the teller intended to be be- 
lieved; and among thefe fable or apo- 
logue is perhaps of higheft antiquity, and 
ALLEGORY of more peculiar and appro- 
priate invention. The firft is however in 
general acceptation confined to that kind of 
writing, which in order to give poignancy 
to inftrudion, beftows charader and lan- 
guage on brute or inanimate beings, de-t 
ducing from their fiditious difcourfes fomc 
moral or fome fatire applicable to manners 
and to life, -^fop in ancient days, and La 
Fontaine in modern ones, have played the 
trick with moft fuccefsj and thofe who 
fhould feek diftindion by the fame method, 
would gain now no praife higher than that 
of good imitators. The earlieft apologue 
or FABLE upon record is Jotham's, preferved 
in Scripture (fee the book of judges, chap, 
ix.) : but the £aft was parent of allegory, 

and 
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mod this iloiy of the trees is an admirable 
work of faiicy, confidering the age he liv^ 
in, and his own peculiarity of fituation. 
Menenius fcarce compofed a better nine 
hundred and fixty years after^ when the 
world had taken many deeper fhades of co 
louring than in thofe old times when Greece 
herfelf was wrapt in a mid of fable, and 
nothing meets us there but Centaurs and 
Lapithse as contemporaries (fo fays Bede at 
leaft) with Abimelech or Thola, judges of 
Ifrael. When rebellious Rome was brought 
to reafon by her old fenator's wifdom, and 
ingenious application of his apologue con- 
cerning the belly and the members, life was 
digelled into another form, and Themiilocles 
bore due fway over a highly polifhed ftate, 
though no one in it turned their eyes to- 
wards Italy, to view there the future ruler of 
the world. Our accounts meantime con- 
cerning the Hefperides, and golden apples 
fruit of thofe fortunate iflands, and guarded 
Pa by 
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« 

TipNS^ founded z^yff^x^Yi reafoo tq^ 
fuj^fHofe yppfi thp flpry of EvV& tsmp^ipia 
hy xSxtJkxpAntp VirgUIa tgle of. the Haspies^ 
and hi& ' defpriptioa. of JEneas's- (kfcent imta 
hell, claint the likie af^peUative ; they were* at* 
luiion^ to the£kuiinian.Myfterie8-Qo4oubt', 
yst n^venmeaatto he believed or ftudied but 
a&.jtoedoal: fjctjons. Lfcnow not T/^Jiether 
Uefibd'fi l^eautlful iaventioa of: the Riie o£ 
Woman will be allowed me as^ftrldly ax,le« 
GOB.JC AL. : if not^ I recoiled; no ancient al- 
LEoaRY anterior to that, which FSiceni>&, ia 
the ninth.book of .the. Iliad, rela,t^ to ibft^ 
Achilles, where he tells him that prayers ar<^ 
JoveV daughters, and how they have laia^- 
feet, wfiakled faces, &c. 

Alljbgor Y feems in fafl: to polFefs hcrfelf 
of an exclufive mode of teaching truth by 
perfonilication of qualities good or bad ; 

Giving to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 

The 
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The beft our Englifh language can afford 

< 

are diljperfed up and down our periodical 
papers, — Spectator, Adventurer, Rambler. 
The Vifions of Mirza and the Mount of 
Mif^ies are incomparable pieces of writing 
$n the firft-named. Tihe ftory <jf Sultatn 
Amurkth in the fccond. Wit arid ^earfaih^, 
R«ft and Labour, are the adn^ritble alle- 
COTtiEs of Johnfon, who faid the iaft ^f 
thefe. Reft a&d Labour, Wis hii faVtourite 
CCftiipofition aiAoiig aH that the Rambler 
contains. 

Mciol-e's Femate Seducers tdo Is cxqui- 
fftfely pretty ; l?ut I hfeard lately It 'i^ras Aot 
JVIooire's work, but written by Broohie, who 
fumiflied fp many good verfes and notes in, 
thfe tranflation of Homer's Odyfley. 



P 3 FAME, 



tH BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

FAME, RENOWN, REPUTATION, CELEBWTy, 
. NOTORIETY. 

THESE rational objeas of turbulent 
defire, thefc words which have prompted 
fo many »dions good and bad, V€ not, 
though all delightful, e^cad^ly fynonymous* 
The firft however i$ of no doubtful origin — 
Graco fontc cadat — ^nd fwelling to capa- 
cious fize, while it retains its primaeval pu- 
rity, receives the reft as tributary ftreams 
into its bofom. Celebrity is of a weaker 
degree in ftrength, apd narrower in extent ; 
and as many a man finds it poflible to ob- 
tain CELEBRITY, which Commands — and 
juftly — the admiration of his ow^ fmall 
circle, he fits content, nor ftirs out on't to 
venture claims upon renown, for fcience, 
heroifm, or virtue j leaving the trump of 
FAME at liberty to convey names of more 
ijgaportance to future, ages, and regions far 
9 remote^ 
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remote. The third fubftantivc upon thu 
fliining lift is ofteneft expreflive of the point 
of honour. A foldier lofes refutation if 
he lingers in his tent at the hour of battle ; 
a fcholar, if he fuiFers himfelf to be fufpefted 
of publifliing in his own name what was 
indeed written by another j and a trader, if 
he delays payment too long after the ftated 
time. A woman's reputation is for- 
feited if flie admits the other fex to privacy : 
thus we fay not familiarly, Such people have 
blackened their fame, or injured their re- 
nown, for moft probably they never had 
any ; — and for their ngtoRiety, that is dif- 
gracefully increafed. But each individual has 
a REPUTATION that is not only dear, but 
in our country indifpenfably neceffary to 
their reception and well-being through the 
great journey of life ; and he who tears or 
tempts it from them has their ruin to an- 
fwer for. 

The epigram on this fubjed fo often 
P 4 quoted 
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quoted in gay company, is for all thcfc nea- 
fons to be confidered as falfe wit, becauf<p 
FAME and REPUTATiQ^J ?ffe not fynqny- 
mous: 

What's FAME with us, by cuftom of our nation 
Is 'mongft you women ftyl'd your reputation } 
About them both why keep we fuch a pother ? 
Part you with one, and !'}! give up th^o^er. 

This however is an unequal venture j 
man may do well enough without fame, bujt 
how will the wpman go on .when flip h^ 
loft her REPUTATION ? — She may indeed be 
then good enough fo^ fhe go ward, the bank-n 
rupt, and the pjagiarift, ^n^ ^ notorious a| 
the worfl: of them. 



FAMILIAR, 



FAMILIAR, INTIMATE, OV EASY 
INTERCOURSE, 



ARE by ijo megns fynonymoiw : for one 
jnajr be of .easy i>rT£ilco0iiS£ with all, 
and f AM^UAR to marvy; yet friendly 
■to few, and poffibly intimate — as i call 
intimatq, having emirc ,confidence and no 
thought GOQcealed from the objedl of tru^ 
intimacy — witb none. Lord Bacon fays, A 
inan who has np friend had beft quit the 
ftage ; and I remember a man much delight-r 
ted in by the upper ranks of fociety in Lon« 
4on fome twenty years ago, who upon a 
trifling embarraffment in his pecuniary a& 
fairs hanged himfelf behind the ftable door, 
to the ^iftoniflimeat of all who knew him 
^ the livelieft companion and moft agree- 
able converfer breathing. What upon earth, 

fai4 one ^ ou? houfe, could h^ve made 

bang 
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hang himfelf ? — Why, juft his having a mul- 
titude of acquaintance, replied Dr. Johnfon, 
and ne'er a friend. Cor ne tdito is the old 
axiom, and furely mankind have fome claim 
on the confidence of each other: for al- 
though Bifliop Porteus fays that particular 
fricndfhips might be well funk in general 
philanthropy, — we muft remember that^ur 
bleffed Saviour himfelf loved one apof- 
tle as a favourite, and one difciple as a 
TKiEND^ for whofe death he wept too, 
though endued with power to reftore him. 

With regard to worldly wifdom, we fee 
at once, that every perfon Ikilled in life 
and manners mxift be of easy inters 
COURSE ; or he will fhut out all information, 
and foon find himfelf, though free from 
vice or folly, difqualified ejcceedingly for 
bufinefs as for pleafurc ; lofing befides, his 
beft hope of affiftance in a day of diftrefsj 
for the referred man muft not expe£t friends 
oflficioufly to fcrve and help bim^ whofe felf* 

fufii^ 
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fufficiency in thus keeping unufual diftance 
from his equals, is punifhed juftly enough 
by their retaliation in the hour when fociety 
is wanted, and a more gregarious difpofition 
would have procured comfort and folace at 
leaft from company — if not, as often hap- 
pens, folid benefit. Yet though to be 
FAMILIAR with almoft all is advifable, 'tis 
more prudent and natural to be intimate 
only with one j as by expofing in various 
places the interior of one's heart, little good 
is done, and much hazard incurred. Mean- 
time, if you once let a friend fhare your 
INTIMACY, policy as well as virtue feels 
interefted that he may keep his poft and 
much friendfliip may certainly be fhewn a 
man, which he likes better, and you per- 
haps beftow move willingly, than that un- 
bounded confidence which poffibly diflrefles 
him, and a litde endangers you. Martial 
lived much in fuqh an age as ours, and he 

fay*; 

Si 
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Si i^itarc velis aoerba ^u«d*n, 
£t trifles animi caverc ttiorfuSj 
NuUi te facias nimis fodalem, 
Gaud^bis minus> et minus doIebi9* 



Til FI.I f I ■ 1 ' 1 I I I 

FANCY, IMAGINATION. 



Fancy ! ^hofe delttfions vaai « 
Sport themfelves with human brainy 
Kival thou of nature's pow^r ! 
Canft from thy cxhauftlefs ftoTC 
JMd a tide of forroTJt^ 4ow, 
And whelHi the foul in dieepeft trOG^ 
Or in the twinkling of an ey^ 
Kaife it to mirth and jollity^ 
I>reams and (hadows by thee ftandy 
Taught to run at thy command-^ 
And along the wiinton air 
tli% like empty ^oSoner* 

Merrick, 

IrtHESE elegant and airy fubf^afitives are 
not, as one might at firft fufpeft, wholly fy- 

nonymous. 



ttoriymous* A welWnftru(fte<I^ foreigner 
wlUibon difcem, that though in poetry, there 
feems little diftindion, yet when they both 
come to be talked of in a converfation cir- 
cle we do fay, that Milton has difplayed a 
boundlefs imagination in his poem of 
Paradife, LoiW'tmnfporting U6.as it w^re 
into the v«y depths, ofi eternity, while h« 
delcribea.thfi. journey of.Satan and the games 
of the fallen angds ; but that Pope-s 
of the Lock is^ ^i:V?ork of exquifite FANCYi 
almoitv emubtive of Shakefpaare's creathns 
powers — not fervilely imitating him.. An 
intelligent ftranger will obferve too, that al- 
though we. give fex- very- arbitrarily to per- 
ibnified quallties-^yet. he will commonly 
find FANCY feminine, imagination maf- 
cnHne, I fearce know why. But 

Sure in this Ihs^dowy nookj. this green refort| 
Imagination holds his airy court ; 
Bright FANCY^fans him with' A^r painted win^ 
Andto.iUcr fight h^r varying plealures brings^ 

3 Th« 
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'The French do aot ftick to this rule : an 
Allegorical Tale of Mademoifelle Bernard . 
begins thus — 

UiMAGiNATioN amantf du bonhcur 

Sans ceiTe le defire, et fans cefle le rappellcj &c. 

Our tranflator following the original de^ 
fign^ by making imagination feminine, 
has fpoiled the efied of the poem. Tis 
iikewiCe obfervable, that ipeaking phyfically 
thefe words are by no means fynonymous, 
nor can be ufed each for other without 
manifeft impropriety* 

EXAMPLE. 

- We are taught by medical ftudents to 
^eliere, that fuch is the near conne£tion 
between foul and body— each one feels in- 
juries offered to the other with acute and 
immediate fenfibility; and as an inflance 
corroborating this affertion, they point out 
to oyr enquiries the flate of pregnancy in 

parti-- 
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particular; likewife padetits labouring un-* 
der a chlorotick habit, or confirmed ana- 
rexia — who find themfelves fubjeCted hj 
thofe diforders to the force of imAginA'* 
TiON in fuch a manner as to create in them 
new and unaccountable pai^cies for food, 
rejcded by perfons in perfedk health, as 
odious and ofFenfive : — green fruit, raw, ve- 
getables of the table, even mineral fubftances 
— as clay, chalk, coals, and the like, which 
foon as the complaint is removed are driven 
away, and probably return no more* 



FAREWELL! ADIEU! 



THE firft of thefe adverbs, though of 
Runic derivation epf parte ^xnm in toto accord- 
ing to the Latin phrafeology, Vale ! or Ju-- 
beo te bent vakre — Farewell ! and .is 
applicable tp whatever we take leave of: 

whiift 



«vi^ilft\AiDtEiJ'! being a moi:^ md^m inA 
mcxte pioios esGlamation, mea&ing b)&e]lip(l^ 
~A je vous' recommanikj fhoirld in 

ftriitnefl^'b€ applied enly to human ctea*^ 
tures. Thowgfe this rule i» hot rigOronffy 
obferved eitbeFin books or life, 'tb- not a-* 
mifs.tiiar fbrelgncrs fliotdd be- apprifed of it,' 
that th©y may at leaflr know* fuch a^ law cx-^ 
iftsj though hourly broken ; a» ea^h word 
is popularly put by cor^ruption into place of 
the other, by thofe very people' who, if they 
recoiled: only the well-known fong in Han-- 
del's Oratorio of Jcphthah beginning 

Farewell, ye limpid ftrcams, &c. 

will inftantly feel, and upon rcflcftion re- 
main convinced, that ADI2^ would have 
been lefs ftriking there>. and lefs pathetic, 
juft for this . unfougjit reafon — becaufe. it 
would have been lefs proper.- 



TO 
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TO* A3T, tO VSt ABSTINENCE, TO ABSTAIN 
from; FOOD. 



I'HESE mbs afe always cOJolidered ^ 
fynQAymotts^ altibough tibe fecond b by fkt 
moft t:omprehe»£ve^ as it induded a yariety 
■pf mortifications^ and implies thfit tve At^ 
tiot Only induced or compelled to abs^tain 
from FOQD^ but from what in this age of 
diffipation is equally dear to many people— 
jmufement. 'Tis for the firft reafotx that our 

. State, in dofe alliance with our Church, ihutfi 
up the theatres in Palfion week ; and 'tis 

^ for the iecond that private houfes double 
their efforts to drive away a ferioufnefs till 
now fuppoied neceffary to inculcate. — No 
reli^on forbears to enjoin fome feafbn of 
ABSTINENCE, and no fe<^ of chriftianity 
fails to approve it — even quakers faft, 
though by a rigid and literal acceptation of 
. yoLt u our 
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our Saviour's injundlon to make no paraddl 
of their obedience, they rob us of all benefit 
■ from their example— while Romanifts, con- 
tinuing the pharifaical cuftom of disfiguring 
fbeir faces by ajbes on the firft day of Lent, 
and praying at the corners of the Hreet^ and 
even at the placed of recreation as I have 
feen them at Bologna-'-^iredily and pofi- 
tively defpife our Lord's precepts given ih 
his fefmoil upoil the' Mount, Matthew vl. 
That to FAST however, and mortify the 
body, is gdod fof the foul's health, is certain 

• and undeniable. Jefus Chrift fet us himfelf 
the example, not only of abs t aining from 
food, but of revering old ufages and ftated 

* times, choofing the term of forty days, ap- 
parently becaufe, the deluge having lafted 
fo long, that number of days was fet apart 
by the Jews as a commemoration of the 
event. And Mofes fafted forty days by di- 
vine affiftance, when he' received the * law 
Jie was jq^oittted to promulgate in the 

/ ^ wildernefi. 



/ 
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"virilderiiefs. — Ellas too fasted the lame 
time. The Ninevites had forty days allowed 
them for averting God's judgment by ab- 
stinence and prayer. And perhaps all 
thefe may be typical of the term in which 
natuft's laft convulfions are to be included— 
when this terraqueous globe fhall melt with 
fudden and ferveiit heat^ 

Form be wrapt in wafting fire, 
: Time be fpent, and life expire. 

Meanwhile all Chriftian nations but our 
own, call that ante-pafchal fast Careme, 
or Quarefima^ or fome word expreifive of 
forty. Lent is only a Saxon word for the 
fpringi denoting at what feafon of the year 
it was appointed by the primitive church ; 
fince when perhaps France has produced the 
btighteft and moft edifying examples of pi- 
lous mortification^ not only in Saint Louis^ 
whofe faith was fo lively, that Boffuet laid 
.he appeared not merely to believe the myf- 
Series of ouf holy religion, but that he 
0^3 ade* 
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^died if lie had been eye witocfs ef 
them-^^-bnt in hh admirable defcendant 
known -by the appellation of the Good Duke 
of Orleans, who died in 171 2 a prodigy of 
excellence — wba while be was in attendance 
on the cpurt pradifed p^etual war againft 
his feAfes^ by pouring cold Water in his 
foup at dinner, wearing a hair fliiit under 
his linen, and fleeping on the ftra)v mat« 
trefs only— w;ith a thoufand contrivances ta 
ward off the feducement of fenfuality, in the 
Vnidft of vbiuptuoufhefs which furrounded 
him on every fide. Even FafchalV aufteritie§ 
^re not asnderitorious as thefe, becarule thefe 
^were endured in the ntiidft of temptattoA$ re- 
iifted perhaps by no. one biX himfdU^ at & 
time When eveii tiegathre virtue muft have 
proceeded from extraordinary graee— fa 
corrupt the foeiety he Mved io — whilll 
friiing at ^our.o^clock ia^d^ie winter mornidgai 
without fire in hi$ chaiiiber ke tranflated Su 
Pjiui's cpiftles firon^ the Greek, adding a psH 
t ; ' : • raphralSr 
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raphrafe and notes, of value for their learn- 
ing, as well as for their piety. 

Such approaches to perfeftion — to chrifti- 
an pcrfedion I mean— have perhaps never 
been made by any one family, as the houfe 
cf Bourbon cao exhibit in the life and death 
of Lewis the Ni;ath, Lewis the Ti^elfth, 
,Lewi8 the Sixteenth, and this incomparable 
Duke of Orleans. — May their virtues be ef- 
ficacious t6 redeem in fome meafiire the 
wickednefs of a nation now become flagi- 
tious in the extreme! I have faid nothing of 
Abstinence yet as a corporeal power, al- 
though it is mbft certain that many animals 
are endued with it to an exceeding high 
degreCf That fome ferpents in India lie tor- 
pid aftfer taking in food for a prodigious 
^hile, is hot however fo ffrangc as tiie 
fight of a little dormoufe, which every girl 
at fchobl, where they are frequently kept as 
play-things, can tell Ud, will fast in fpita 
of her miftref^*fi efFort? to feed the favourite, 
0.3 for 
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for many days, wceks^ nay months ; to the; 
admiration of thofe who contemplate the 
fecblencfs of fuch creature's frame, and the 
apparent neceflity its little body fhould na? 
turally evince of conftant repair, and daUy 
if not hourly fuftenance. But wl^ilft t|ie Czn 
nary-bird dies of want in fQ^r*and-twenty 
hours if not fed, the little quadruped main* ' 
tjuns its petty powers proof againft priva- 
tion, from its peculiar capacity to. abstaii^ 
from FOOD. 



FAT, FLESHY, PLUMP, WELL-FED, 



WILL ^ot -however be epithets ever be- 
fto'wed pn either the men or beafts men- 
tioned in the laft article. The reafon I have 
inferted thefe adjectives is chiefly to pre-» 
yen^ foreigners frocci ufing them quite fyno- 
nympufly, though very clofely allied ; be- 

caufe 
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caufe we now and th^n, .though laxely, ap 
ply fome of them tP yggetabl? fubftanqes, 
»ad fajr » fleshy chgrrjr, if ^'peaking about 
on? the ftone of which lies deep : it could 
oot however be called by any of the other 
words— unlefs plump perhapsr— without 
manifeft impropriety, — A cprpmlent m»n or 
woman is faid.to be fat, when we have ijo 
inind to fofte^ matters — and tell thf m that 
their embonpoint is agreeable; whilft WEH- 
^£0 i« properly supplied to. a beaft felling at 
mvls^et. Corpulence certainly becomes ^ 
difeafe in fome unfortunate individuals^ 
when every thing tends tp prcjcrnatiu-al re- 
dundance. 5ut for the pomfort of thofe who 
(ipligUt tp fe? njin4 triumph over body, w^ 
have the famous miller of Billericay ipi "E^m 
fcK, who by dint of r?folute temperance, 
or rathpr a ftridly ^bflemious diet, did ac* 
tually reduce himfglf from the enormous 
weight of twenty-nine ftoiie to twelve only, 
aft I recoiled^ ;— thiis by fafting, and inhibi-!* 

0^4 ^^ft 



ziz BRITISH SYNONYMY, 

tion of deep except for three hours In every 
four-andTrtwenty, bringing his perfon intd 
the common fitt of common mortals, and 
refuming his Htuation and duties of fiftf 
irom which th^t intolerable bulk had fo^ 
ifome years precluded hini, And *tis faicf 
that a gentlemaii of fortune, encouraged by 
having heard of his vyifc yefolution, is ai 
this moment determining to follow ib cx-^ 
cellent an example. — ^Let not however any 
thing which 6c does, or I fay; .tend tq 
approve ot even palliate a folly often com- 
ijditted by young ladieS, who, to prevent 
their being cjilled fAT,' ruin fl^eir Iiealtli 
and beauty too, which beft confifts id 
ftxjMpitJEss — and whicl^ when once loft 
can neVe? be reftpVed 



FAULT, 
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FAULT, ERROR, OFFENCE, DEFECT, 
MISTAK5. 



s THE ufe pf thcfe half fimllar, and fomei 
times nearly fynonymourf fubftantives may 
^rhaps be taugbt to foreigners not di&i 
grecably by the following honeft addrcfe ; 

If thgn in the courfe of this little work 
fome few pEFECTS may be difcovered, let 
hot the FAULTS be magnified into of- 
FEKCESf Some mistakes will ^ways hap^ 
pen from negligence, and Ibme from er- 
|ioR ; but candid readers of every nation 
will be willing enough to weigh general 
ixfefUlnefs ag^inft partial deficiency; and 
\7hatever cenfure may be fuffered from 
Italian criticifm, one is fure at lead to ef> 
' ^ape deridon ; that modification of fuperiGH 
rity, whipl^. hurts fo many, and reforms 
fofcTJ^t • 

FEELING, 
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FEELING, SENSIBIUTX 



THE firft of thefe words has lately fp 
^Qjq:oaebed upon the territorits of thf^ cther| 
that t%tj now feem very nearly if not whok 
}y fynonymoiw j but 'tis the age for verbal 
fiouns to increafe their confe^uence, and 
fjrora ijierc participles — fo called, as every 
one knows, beca^fe tb?y participated of both 
natures — arc going forward tp bepoqif. f^jb- 
ftantives completely, and fignify things as 
\Vpll jts fl^ns J taking up their plural num- 
ber of courfe, and ranking with the nouns 
as if originally of their family. Anipng 
^hefe pur feelings have by fop^ modern 
writer^ been calle^ up into the tragic drama, 
^hilj they would h^ve better, fuited thp 
ladips in the boxes, than to be pronounce4 
|n poetry by players on tbc flage j wher^ 
fjEt^si^iLiTV has Ipn^ been in poj[|eiIion 
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of the part, according to their Green-room 



only, not language^ and to teach that only 
%o foreigners— this WQr4 niuft lefs than any 
be left out *| for fome Italians have expreffed 
fuch a preiJiledidm fpr it (although the dc^ 
rivation runs widely diftant from their 
tongue and country), that I have l^eard 
them reft pur caufe upon it ; and thofe Who 
argued in favour of Britifli tendiernefs, have 
found out that we qould npt iq our col4 
ifland ht wholly ftatue?, or as they fay phi- 
iofopbersj , Y^hiift a word fignifying fuch 
guickpei? of perception filled our mouths.—- 
f ££LiNQS fo applied will not howeyer he 
^|UUy found in a good di^onary^ 



cant.— As I profefs however to teach t^li 
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FIERY, FERVID, FLAMING, FERVENT^ 
ARDENT, 



ALTHOUGH thcfc adj^aires are prc0i* 
cd by turns into d^fcriptiofts t)f love md an^ 
ger, religious seal certainly claims theifi 
*with moft propriety, or has claimed them ; 
for this is ia quality we ipeak of but as it k 
pafty and has left durable effects which 
prove at leaft the ftrengtli of the firft impre^ 
{ton. We may fay however with fafety and 
civility, that the loud and fervent dit 
putes among chriftians in the paft centu- 
ries, have ha4 few if any HI confcquenc^s 
with regard tp our Anglican church, whofe 
moft ARDENT well-wifhers now perceive 
it has been ever more endangered by the 
mine, than the battery-^that under current 
known to thofe travellers who frequent the 
Rapids of Niagara, and obferved by them 
7 flowly 



flawlj to &p iht foaadation of that cock 
'frUurh lias fo many age$ brayed the fuiy 
and defied all injuries jcofiunittcd by the 
torrent^s pawer.r— ^T^afi thus perhaps t&e 
Fi£RY zeal and doling attadcs of the Rofi 
tnanifts only called fortl^ on bur pard 
a calm and fleady oppofitton, Ihewing aH 
mankind how ilamino yblence iubfides 
lUce a vdeano, in daikneis and iff, ruin; 
t^hile FER'tiD warmth retains its generoua 
glow, and tike the light-difpenfing {ka 
hums on through time's long courfe, thouglt 
fometimes clouded^— ever 42nconfumed« 



tLATTERY, OBSEQUIOUSNESS, AITULATIOM- 



THE firft and the hH of theie ieem con- 
fequences of the fecond, rather than fyn6^ 
nymes ; for is there any one fo generous 
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iEis not to require both, \f hen they feel s& 
ip^ESEQUious friend clinging to their heel^j 
And following in their pa,th ? I fay both ; be- 
caufe FLATTERY may b^, and often is per-* 
formed in dumb (hew — witnefs the charafter 
in Theophrafhis, who diligently pick* ftraws 
from his patron's beard j die officious cavalier ' 
fervente, who carried his miftrefs's fnuff-box 
for her> and even fometimes her dirty pocket 
handkerchief; and the fawning Englifli 
niece^ who makes fweet cordials to pleafe 
the palate of a rich gouty uncle- — till his will 
is witnefled — then leaves him tb the care of 
a hireling nurfe, and calls her hungry bro- 
thers in, to fliare the plunder of his fortune* 
Adulation meanwhile, which exprefles 
a kind of worfhip, feems a verbal infult to 
diir underftanding : the true proficient in 
this dulia fcorns iiot to exprefs in hyperbo- 
•Heal . j>hrafes his linfelt admiratlori <)f bur 
conduct:, wit, or: beauty. The heft reprd- 
fentation I ever faw of this, may be found 
ifx General Burgoyne's Comedy called Tlie 
i Heirefs} 



Heirefs J and that I fay fo is neither l^t At- 
ITERY nor ADULATION, for it proceeds^ ^ 
from fineete Opinion of its excellence : ftill 
lefs Is it OBSfic^TiousNESSjfor whilft I copy 
but this article the ingenious Author dies 1 * 

FLOCK, HERD* DROVE, 

A R E in a certain degree fynonymoiis, 
though we do to the torture of foreigner! 
appropriate the words fo as to make it ridi* 
culous, t fcarce know why, to fay a flock 
of HOGS, or a herd * of fheep, — Adaove 
of oxen is reafonable^ becaufe no one calls 
Ihem fo but while they are driven : when 
feeding on the meadow they are called a 
Herd at grafs. A clufter of grapes^ or a 
bunch of currants, are equally arbitrary j and 

• They Ihould be juft tkt reveffe— a of flicep 
always, and a herd of fwine, deer, or goats. 

I know 
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1 know no mart that CaA tell tne yrhf 
fay a tovejf of paf tridge^ a nide of pheafants^ 
a flock of wild geefe, and a drove of tur« 
keys — uiojefs the firft of thefe alluded to thdi' 
l^elttg taken in A het^ and covered by thft 
fame ; that the fecond means as many phea-« 
> ^ta .as are found in the nidiif or neft; that 
th6 third is only i mercf aggregate } and the 
tt»keys are fo called as* the oken ate, Ivhen 
driven along the. xoada from Norfolk to 
London. — But 'tis the fame when Ipe^king 
of people. We appropriate particular words 
to particular claffe?, slnd fay a cfoivd of 
courtiers, H mo6 of blackguards, a troop of 
foldiefs, a company of players, a fet of fer- 
yants, and a gang of thieves. When a pro* 
mifcuous throng gathers rotind a popular 
preacher either in church, or field, or con-* 
Venticle, 'ti» called a congregation let the 
fame perfons meet in the fame numbers at 
a playhoufe, and they take the name of au^ 
dienve ; at A horfe-race they become ffeSa^ 

torsi 
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tr^rs J and in an aflembly-room— the com'^ 
pany. ' 
Enough of this nmfenfi. 



FLUENCY, SMOOTHNESS, VOLUBILITY^ 



THESE words if applied to (ionverfa- 
tion, or even to declamation, are ufed in a 
lenfe nearly if not wholly fynonymous; 
and fe6m tb imply not only a copioufnefs 
With regard to words, but an idea as if elo- 
quence were put in the place of inftrudlion, 
And that there was more vefbofity than 
matter concerned— Such was Pope's notioa 
certainly, and fuch was Swift's. 

/Words, are like leaves, and where they moil abound, 
Mach fruit of fenfe beneath is rarely found, 

fays the firft of thefc writers: yet one is 
never gratified by a fight of cherries, nailed 
VOL. It * R to 
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to a wall as I ha^ne fometimes feen them 
irciy bare of foliage in particular years ; one 
likes rather to obfervc the fruit glowing 
through the IcayeJ* delightful green. Pope 
and Swift had fmalt eonverfation powers, 
their talent was m writing: but bullion is 
not current tifl 'tis coined j and the fea itfelf 
would ftagnate with its quantity of folid 
contents, did not the tides tofs it iftto adive 
motion ; while the flxeam whofe fluency 
prefervcs the clearnefs of its bottom, carries 
fome grains- of gold into that ocean, when 
like a ftrain of fweet volubility in talk^ 
it takes up the valuable part of every 
land through which it flows — yet by its 
SMOOTHNESS leaves to none a rcafon for 
complaint. 

In the varieties exhibited by human man-^ 
ners .to an obferving mind, may be found 
perhaps fome unhappy talkers, who being 
copious without that smoqthj^bss of diC* 
courfe, remind one more ©f the brown win- 
7 try; 
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tty foliage fticfcing dofc to an oM oak iii Ja-^ 
ttuary^ of fullen bcfeck tree, ftifF in ftale pre** 
* judice that yields with difficulty io new and 
bitl6ant thoughts, than of that verdant and 
tuxurious leafy labyrinth which Pqpe's re^ 
mark brings to our obfervation. 

But l^akefpeare, when he ^aks of Biron 
in Love's Labour Loft^ defcribes a truly faf. 
cinatingconverfer; and fays. 

That aged ears pla/d truant with his tales^ 
And younger hearings were quite ravifhed i 
. So fweet and voluble was his dtfcourfe* 



FORGIVENESS, PARDON, RfeMISSION OF 
OFFENCES. 



1 KNOW not whether I fliall be cen-i 
fured for fayingy that although thefe vroxdi 
arc perpetually ufed each for the otheri they 
can fcarcely be thought fynonymous in a 
R 2 moral 
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moral or literal fenfe. Complete forgivs<« 
NESS feems a fliade fhort fqmehow of free 
PARDON^ which in my notion implies abfo* 
kite reinftatement in all that we enjoyed be- 
fore the ofFence was given ; and fo I do be- 
lieve the law confiders it : — he who has once 
received the king's free pardon might, I 
believe, if he pleafed, ftand for member of 
parliament} he is, or I am mifinformed, as if 
he had never offended. Now furely for- 
giveness cannot carry as full a meaning 
quite^ though Pope Lambertini faid it did } 
and when he was confeflbr ro the queen of 
France, infifting on her total remission of 
cardinal de Richelieu's injuries toward her, 
which flie agreed to — he, willing to pf ova 
her majefty's fincerity, faid—" Will you 
permit me then to carry him this ring, as 
token of that heavenly porgiveness — 
^ Ob! mon pere^ c'ejl trap\ ceji'trop cried 
the expiring lady. ^' No, madam, you once 
would have given nae leave to carry him ^ 

richer 
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richer prefent : if you forgive him, fend 
him the ring ; if not, I urge your majefty 
no further." — " I blef* him with my laft 
breath,'* replied Mary de Medieis j I for- 
give him, I pray for him as for my enany-^ 
hut I will not treat him as if he were my 
friend : what can I do more for fhem^— He 
has fc;arce left me a ring to leave to thofe I 
love/^ — So ends the ftory, and I think the 
queen remitted his offence ; but fuch 
was not the forgiveness flic prayed for 
to berfelf^ I truft. The confelfor was right, 
therefore; but he was JlriSl^ which God will 
not be; will forgive even our partial 
remission of offences, or how would 
the affairs of this world go on at all ? Were 
monarchs ag;iin to truft deteAed traitors, or 
were we to put our money and our children's 
in thejiands of a known thief, only becaufe 
we had completely forgiven him, and the 
l^ing bad beftowed on hioi free pardon, 
R 3 ecjtaih 
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certain ruin would enfue ; for we cannot to 
aflured of bii reformation, however we may 
engage our own obedience, A lighter ol>» 
fervation fhall 4ofe (he article. In an old 
play written by Beaumont and Fletcher, 
called as I remember A Wife for a Moqth^ 
the king is poifoned; but with circumftanceii 
of ilrange h^? and cruelty, fo th^U: the trai-; 
tors not underftandiug well each others* 
minds, give dofes of a different nature j— r 
which, after torturing the wretched fufierer 
In a manner particularly horrible, end at laft 
In his recovery, Other ads of treafon uritr 
dertaken by the fame iieft of villains, with 
the fame Sprano at dieir head, are defeated 
as to their completion; all evil prpjedscome 
to nothing at laft, and the good king ia 
jf^ftored to his peaceful enjoyment of the 
,throne. Tb^rc^ in confider^tion of fome inr 
jiocent lady, fitter to th? principal trai(tor> as 
I recolIe<a, he publiiheS an aft of general 

amnefty 
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(Biniiefty and parpon; — but he adds hu<* 
morouflf, 

het not Sorano (only^) bear my cup. 
But retiring-^liye well in future. 

^ prudeqit caution, after he l>ad been poi« 
foned by hjim. 

Yci le perdutt pjenne 
In pochi di rinxf uova ; 
Cauto divien per prova^ 
Ne piu tradir S fa. 

I\^fiT4STASia. 



FORXyNE, FASHION, FAMILY, ?LANK, 
PIRTH, NOBILiry, 



STRANGER^ in England, who 
hear us hourly celebrating our acquaintances 
as people that poiTefs fome one if not all of 
thefe fliining though cafual advantages, are 
apt of courfe to confound them j while we 
R 4 refidents 
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refidents ktiow nothing with more certaintys 
than that they are not fynonymous. A ^^^^ 
take however obtains upon the continent, 
particularly in Italy, that the firft of thefe 
alone is valued in England, where commerce 
levels all diftinftionjs except thofe beftowed 
by money, or as we term it fortune. It 
is not fo, however, nor oyght to be, in a 
mixed goverament like ours, where the fo- 
vereign ftill retains his juft prerogative o£ 
giving RANK inviolable; and furely the. 
word itfelf implies at leaft precedence. But 
4£ in this inveftigating age nobility is found 
out to be a mere bubbl?, blown by the breath 
of kings, 'tis yet acknowledged to be ^tjl ele- 
gant, a brilliant meteor : fo is the rainbow, 
formed by folar- beams, fhining through a 
cloud, a link to cpnneft earth v/ith heayen, 
a gay pra?curibr of peaceful days, I hope, and 
Jialcyon hours ; vald^ fP^P^f^^ ^ fp^^^^ 
dore fuo^ ct manus Excelji aperuerunt ilium. , 
The man who makes a pprtune in oui 
. ; country^^ 
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pountry, finds a fpur to his induftry, and 
pomplacence in his honefl gains, while con- 
templating the poffibility of acquiring rank 
fprhisfons; nor would his , ardoqr in the 
purfuit of a life wholly lucrative be as rar 
tionally fervent, were the advantages of mo- 
ney-making to end in themfelves, and bufi- 
nefs never fettle into leifure. No ; the gloomy 
half-independent baron, who lords it over 
ignorance and fubmiffive ftupidity in hi$ 
yaflal-guarded caftle, remote from the powex? 
pf a monarch that might check his arrogance 
of demi-dominion and tributary fway, af- 
fords indeed a horrible idea for ipia^ination 
to contemplate j but the Corinthian pillar, fb 
finely, fo fancifully ereded by Mr. Burke, 
fliould ftill be found to decorate a court. *Tis 
there alone nobility gives and receives due 
. luftre; while thofc fluted cohimns thataflfeft 
you with pleafiire, feen to fupport the Louvre 
pr Efcurial, feize the mind with forrow it^ 
CampQ Vaccino, where the fad[ing acanthu* 

fcarceljp 
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IJbarGcIycan be traced upon the cracked and 
truncated fliaft— and imprefs onc> fpul with 
gv/ful fenfations of ftill blacker fate, viewe4 
from the waftes of IBalbec or Palmyra, 

But we are to call over another denomir 
nation of Engliflimen, who prefer the felf-» 
created title of pepj^eof fashion, to for- 
TUNB, precedency, or even rjrth itfelfj 
and tbe/e gay creatures of the element ^ with 
pnapty purfes, unfurnifhed iieads, and un, 
noticed, FAMILIES, fprung, as the infers of 
the Nile from a redundant fuperflux of opu, 
l^nce— contrive by the cut of a coat, th^ 
tying of a neckcloth, or fold of a- robe, tQ 
<4>taini diftindion in fociety, and even r§- 
iped from members and clafles of that fo? 
ciety, fuperior tp themfelves in evpry gift of 
nature, every acquirement of art. Nor are 
the flutterers unneceflary to us, neither j nor 
would I contribute willingly to curtail their 
race— whilft, like the white cloke v/qm at 
Venice, to repel the fqn's heat, they really 

fcrve 
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fern .to Xhade us &an» talents^ that vfovki 
inpd^ CMC riches 4h»^ might pppreis one. 

The Gth(?i?,two words rem»a: to be dift 
cufly J— while my foreign iGadtts^ Gov 
mans imd Uans^ will pronouace tkem fo 
certainlyt fo exactly the fame, that no oqq 
but a Bntifh fubjedl, who has in tUdr miada 
(hum to neither, could ever think of fep^ 
^ing the ideas of birth from thoie of 
FAMILY. W« keep them apart, however, 
and call Sir Roger Moftyn for example a 
roan of ancient and refpedtable family, no 
more, though nineteenth in defcent from 
Edward the Firft, king of England, and 
thiiteenth if I millake not from John of , 
Gaunt, called the great duke of Lancailer, 
father to Henry die Fourth. Elizabeth Percy 
meantime, late duchefs of Nprtbumberland, 
boafted and juftly her illuftyious birth ; 
|ior can we deny that compliment to the 
Howard^s, when we have feen fix of the fame 
jiainc and blopd fit down together in the 

houfe . 
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tibufc'of peers. In a word,' bikth conveys 
to us mcxre the idea of majeftk' digiiity-^the 
term family pays more pectUiar refped to 
venerable antiquity, or igmoteinefs from the 
prefent a^. In E^ngland, talents too claim 
power to caft a gleam of glory on their line* 
age ; and the name^of Boyle is coniidered 
by every one as greater for that fole reafbn, I 
fiippofe, than Delaval's, although bis pedi^ 
^ee be drawQ from Harold, king of Nor<v 
way- 



yREEDOaj, LIBERTY, INDEP^NDANCBt * 
UNRESTRAINT. 



OF thefe fp fafliionable words 'twere 
good at leafl to know the meaning, while 
thehr found is ever in our ears. They are 
pot I think ftri^ll^ and a^ualljr fynonymous^ 
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becaufe freedom feems always to rcquira^ 
and often even in converfation takes an ab« 
lallve cafe aftei? it^ as freedom from for*- 
row^ from guilt| or punifhment, whUe 
LIBERTY claims a more pofitive fignifi* 
cation, and feems to imply an original graaf 
given by God alone — a {emi-barbarouSy fo- 
mi-ibcial ftate, like that of the Tartar nations 
who live by rapine, and fubfift in wander^ 
ing hordes-^/i&^/r band againfi every man^ 
and every man's hand againjl tbemy as was 
promifed ^o their progenitor IfhmaeL Yel 
even thefe as cranes obey a leader, and re^ 
je£t not fubordination, which is paid to him 
who bed remembers and can moft readily 
repeat his long traced genealogy. This i# 
rational : for fuperiority of wifdom may be 
difputi^d fuperlc»:ity of ibrength may fail by 
age or iicknefs ; while fuperiority cf defcem 
is lead obnoxious to acknowledge, and xnpft 
eafy tQ afcertain, of any preteniioov to pre* 
cminencet ^ow differedT however are tbei^ 

notions 
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notions of liberty to thofe of mederrt ^tf-^ 
to6<*ates f vrho fecm to mean only ehildiik 
defire of total uNREsxRAiN^, like that en* 
joyed by boys at a barring out ; where bltrf* 
lering rebellion however grew fo lioily, thitt 
the world would no longer look on upon 
that folly* Yet is that now the conduct of 
lonce enlightened, polifhed nation; for not 
even Frenchmen I truft do yet fcrioufly de- 
(irc a return to foKtary, favage, unconneded 
INDEPBNDANCE, fuch as can be only poC^ 
fefled by wild Americans, who hunt the 
woods arid fHh the rivers fingly for fupport, 
dying at laft of hunger in their caverns, as do 
In the deferts difabled beafts of pl-ey* Com- 
plete LIBERTY, in the prefent acceptation.of 
the word, though, will foon in fuch a ftatd 
i» Fi'ance fimfh by frefli tyrannies* AAfko* 
cracy quickly forms toherfelf a fecondJiand 
canopy from the fra^ents of kingly power i 
and 'tis nothing after all- butTuch ill-judged 
VNRtfSTRAiNT tfat -makes -the Baron e( 
♦ • Tran- 
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Ttanfilvank £6 hateful and fa f(bnnidable^ 
the dread 6f hk rafialS) the abhorrence. oi" 
human^klnd. When the Roman empire waii 
defiroyedyXktit Gothic governments and feu-t 
dal fyftems £dl were formed let the vora^ 
ries of airy ikdependance, ot of free- 
dom armed by Phreftfy agaiaft herfel^ keep 
this fed full in view* 

GAY, Lively, pleasant, facetious, 

CHEERFUL, BLYTHE, 



THE fecond ancj laft of diefe; agreeabfo 
attribuliv^Sy belongmg* as it fhould* feem to 
mere animal fpirits^ may be beflow^d on ob« 
jeds of no efteem, unlefs it be amidpated 
ilelf^f^cW aa ohd'^k^^'lnr the infantine 
%orfs o£ a' happy fermlly, or rulMc feaft; but 
fiich ^eafores fire : -and fay^fometimea 
that Htfard^' itf ifVirf^ 'eii-fefeWi^l- -acquaint-^ 
' ance, 
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ance, and was a particularly pleas ANf 
companion, till his yoiitig onfes engrofled a$ 
now hid whole attention ; for although ond 
wiihes all poffi})le good to the man's chiU 
dren, and tliinks highly of him for promot- 
ing it by all dut means, no patience can long 
cndilre the fatigue of hearing facetious 
bons mots and happy fallies of his fon Dick^ 
who promifes in good time to be fo gay a 
fellow — or of pretty Laetitia, whom he calls 
ft BLYTHE lafs, when fhe jumps upon her 
unde*fl fliouldef drid ttnties his halt behind 
—nor can any friendlhip fhort of brother- 
hood fupport interruption in one's talk of 
things important perhaps, perhaps merely 
entertaining, by the arrival of a nurfe-maid 
with the laft liVely baby, eminently for-i 
ward for only fite months dd. 

Yet as all conVeriattonis of fat 1<& ctmie^ 
quence than the regular duties and natural 
pleafures of life, I rejoic^ lincerdy in the fe-* 
licity of my old s^ijjjJMMiSMt^ «6d fttive to 

repel 
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tepel the diftafte I now unluckily feel for 
his foclety, which once fo pleafed me— ** 
left latent envy, not delicacy, may have 
caufed the alteration. 



GESTICULATION, ACCENT, EMPHASIS, 
ENERGY; ACTION IN DISCOURSE; 
POSTURE AND ATTITUDE EXPRES* 
SIVE OF SENTIMENT. 



The great difference here ieems beftow- 
ed by the words on their places, or rather 
by the places indeed upon the words. We 
call that ACTION on a theatre, which is% 
GESTICULATION in a room; andjuftly: 
for on the ftage men's paffions are applied 
to, whilft converfation in our cold country 
is compofed of argument or fuperficial chat 
concerning fads not eafily illuftrated by 
attitude or gqfture. There is a notion got 
among us of late y^ars however, that pulpit 

VOL, I* S eloquence 
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eloquence may be enforced by theatrical 
manners. This comes over I believe with 
travellers from the continent, where plea- 
fure and duty alike make application to 
thofe paffions by which they defire, and are 
eontent to be guided. In their inftrudors, 
therefore, thofe violent contorfions of the 
body, with loud EMPHAS13 and piercing 
accent of the voice, are not unwifely ap- 
proved, which would excite no palTion in 
us except contempt, and no action ex» 
• cept horteft laughter I believe : nor would 
an Italian audience look gravely on to fee a' 
preacher of their own reciting a tranflated 
r fermon upon Gentlenefs, by Blair perhaps — 
with his accuftomcd violence of energy, 
and fudden changes of posture as if ex- 
preffive of sentiment, where the fenti- 
ments are.fuch as attitude cannot exprefs; 
becaufe, to every fpeftator of every nation, 
acting is fuperfluous to argument, and 
rentiers regular difcourfe ridiculous. Thefe 
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is a national rhetoric which has its due force 
^ith its own countrymen, but can peirAiade 
and delight only in its own circle, and with- 
in its prefcribed boundaries. Our great 
Lord Chatham would never have gained a 
caufe in the Venetian Courts of Judicature 
hy bis oratory j I believe j nor Would un' Avo- 
cato di Vehezia rife by bis eloquence in our 
Houfe of Commons; When Pere Bburda- 
loue was rec|^efted to preach a Good Friday 
fermon in a friend s church, they thdught 
hirii latei in fcoming td the veftryj and call- 
ing at his apartments which vreft clofe by^ 
furprifed the good old prieft at feventy-fix 
years of age dancing found the room in hig 
tiight-gown to the tune of his own violin; 
** Oh ! are you come t6 fetch me faid he^ 
l am ready — but having faded on this 
folemn occafion ptetty rigoroufly, .1 felt fd 
low and faint to-day, that without this little 
ailiftance to nature I could fcarce halve gone 
through the duty*^' Our ftory ends by fay- 
Si 2 ing 
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ing that he went immediately, and pro- 
nounced a. fermon fo very paffionate and 
pathetick, that feveral people were carried 
but in fits, and no one remained unaffeded 
hy his powers. 

Would fuch a method of heating up thofe 
powers fuit any countryman however— but 
a Frenchman ? 



GOOD BREEDING, GOOD MANNERS, DECORUM, 
AND POLITENESS. 



O F thefe engaging qualities the difcrimi- 
nating terms may eafily, and often are con- 
founded ; ' although the other three form a 
climax of refinement, while decorum feems 
the mere ' fubjeft on which they energize 
their powers ; and ^tis owing to their differ- 
ent opinions of decorum which both pro- 
fefs, arid carneftly defire to maintain, that 

5 yo^ 
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you are treated differently at the tables of a 
Highland Laird at Raafay, and a Dutch Bur^- 
gomafter at Amfterdam. We put oopD 
MANNERS firft or laft upon the lift as we 
defire to rate its merits, by art or nature — for. 
a confiderable degree of this petije morale 
may be expedbed in onlyfemi-civilized life— 
and it would furprife me much not to find 
GOOD M ANiiERS fhewH by Captain David, 
the Indian Chief at Detroit, or by Tippoo Sul- 
tan in his Court at Seringapatam. That lofty 
courtefy, which thofe often beftow who fel- 
dom fee an equal or fuperior, is good m an-» 
NERS, but would be ridiculous in a French 
or Englifh nobleman; and I have feen fome 
of that odd fancy condefcenfiqn pradifed- 
now and then to a laughable excefs, by our 
provincial l,adies of long defcent, who un- 
luckily brought it to the alFembly-rooms of 
London, Bath, or Paris (I fpeak of the laft 
as it was a dozen years ago), where good 
BREEDING teaches each to ^iv^ the momen«^ 
S3 tary 
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taiy preference, not taie it and from whon^ 
the laws of decorum cxslQ, an artificial 
fupplenefs, and officious attention, that keeps( 
prerogative merely by pretending to part 
with it on every occafion. 

Politeness from its very derivation im- 
plies freedom from all afperity, an equable 
fmoothnefs over which we glide or roll, an^ 
never are flopped or impeded in our courfe. 
A man of perfcd good breeding and 
habitual politeness is the moft amiable 
produce of focial life — perhaps the rareft ; • 
when combined with literature, invaluable. 
Such, feven years ago, was my noble, ipy 
partial friend the Earl pf Huntingdon j who 
united in his admirable charadter every tar 
lent tp inftruCt, every power, to pleafe, and 
every grace to charm in converfation — and 
this too after fixty years, and a long feries 
of ill health, had dreadfully impaired a per^ 
fon which in its befl days could never have 
been better than barely not difagreeable. 

- coo^ 
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GOdD NATURE, GOOD TEMPER, AND 
GOOD HUMOUR. 



OUR language knowing that fuch qua-» 
lities are only at firft fight, not upon nearer 
examination, fynonymous, has provided 
for them thefe well compounded and ex- , 
preffive terms. The firft ftands higheft far 
in moral life, . but fociety would go on very 
fadly indeed without the other two. 

EXAMPLE. 

The rich and furly-mannered Englifli 
n^erchant, whofe early imprefiions of pure 
GOOD NATURE pain him when he fees for- 
row unrelieved, and hearse the cries of want; 
prompting him to give or lend lai^ fums 
in charity, and to do twenty ufefiil oiEce$ 
of friendfhip to the moft diftant connexion 
of a man who once did him a trifling fpr-* 
vice formerly — may yet be, and often is, ill- 
S 4 tempered 
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tempered to excefs at his club-room or ta- 
vern ; the fcourge of every waiter, and tor- 
ment to all the cooks — till merely for want 
of thefe- fecondary qualities, even the very 
people he loves and ferves defert his ac- 
quaintance, while every hand in every com- 
pany is extended to the cheerful botrle com- 
panion, whofe GOOD HUMOUR exhilarates 
his neighbours, and whofe good temper 
endures the noify mirth or olFenfive jefts 
of his fellows, only becaufe he-has no prin- 
ciples againft which they militate, and who 
perhaps never did a truly goop-naturijd 
aftion in all his life. Yet although the two 
beft tempered men I ever knew were two 
of the moft worthlefs, — let none defpife a 
quality which gives value to the idle, and 
confers regard upon the trifler ; which hour- 
, ly in fome meafure fupplies the want of 
virtue, and beft compenfates for the failure 
pf underftanding. 



OOOD- 
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GOODNESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS, MORAL 
RECTITUDE, VIRTUE. 



THESE words are very nearly if not en- 
tirely fynohymous, when confidered in a 
ftridl and literal fenfe ; but as we grow 
more intimate with them, they lhade off 
into a prodigious variety. When foreign- 
ers find us faying familiarly for inftance — 
Will you have the goodness, fir, to ring;, 
that bell ? they muft be careful not to ufC; 
the other words inftead ; — or when they 
hear the virtue of ftrong cofiee highly 
praifed for alleviating the paroxyfms of an 
afthma, — let them recollect that fuch efiica- 
cy, or idea of efiicacy, can be cafily annex- 
ed to this fubftantive, but not the others. — 
In ferious talk, goodness feems generally 
to mean patience I think, or gentle forbear- 
ance more than any higher quality ; while 

VIRTUE 
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VIRTUE appears to imply adive benefit 
cence, or heroick greatnef^ difplayed in 
fome deed worthy of being recorded^ — 
Moral rectitude refers us to fettled 
principles an4 long-tried condudt, — whilft 
RIGHTEOUSNESS is fcarce a converfation 
word. Meantime every reader muft necef- 
farily be aware, that virtue among wo- 
men, like courage among men, is fynony- 
mous to honour ; and fhould be called by 
no other appellation when the fear of fliame, 
to which honour belongs, is the fole reafon 
for their preferving it. The virtue of Lu-. 
cretia was that high fenfe of honour ; the 
VIRTUE of Jofeph was principle and MO- 
RAL RECTITUDE. Why fliould I do this 
thing, faid he, and Jin againJI God? And 
fiich was thft cafe related of Sufanna, who 
was from the defire of pleafing God con- 
tented to forfeit even honour for the prefer- 
vation of her virtue. That was principle 

^md MORAL RECTITUDE. 

4 

HABIT* 
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HABIT, CUSTOM, 



THESE words are pretty nearly fynony^ 
fnous, only that one fays good habits 
grow up into a fettled custom of doing 
fight, and it does not found fo well or pro- 
pier if we revef fe the wof ds. The is the 
feripus and fteady term. We obferve fan^iis. 
liarly, that Lepi4us |ias a very difagreeabic 
way of turning up his eyes, ancj making 
odd grirn^ces when he fpealcs, fo as to lef- 
fi?n — efpecially in vulgar minds, ever more 
a^ttrafled by naanner t^ian by matter — the 
weight of his Qwn good fenfe, and the bnl-, 
liancy of his parts in conyerfation. Now 
a3 CUSTOM is^ frequently called our fecond 
nature, this ftriking example fhoqld warn 
people againft learning fuch tricks during 
youth, as m^y eailily get confirmed in riper 
years — flioul4 our early habits thus ob- 
- , tain 
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tain llrength from pradice, and want of 
contradi£Hon in parents, governors, &c. 



HAPPY, LUCKY, FORTUNATE, SUCCESSFUL, 
PROSPEROUS. 



THESE agreeable adjedtives feem at firft 
view more clofely united than ftrid fyno- 
nymy acknowledges, or cold experience 
finds them. We will try for an example* 
Fortunio, fay we, was certainly a lucky 
fellow in getting that ten thoufand pound 
prize in the lottery, when I am told he was 
with difficulty perfuaded to purchafe a ticket ; 
but every one fancied him ftill more f^or- 
TUNATE when poffefTed of twice that fum 
with a very agreeable wife. Yet though in 
r'eftoring his ancient family to a good eftate 
long in the poffeffion of his forefathers, and 
lately loft to them without ' much blame on 

their 



BRITISH SYNONYMY, 26^ 

'their part, he has beeij thus uncommonly 
SUCCB^SSFUL J one cannot tell how to call 
him a happy man, while his amiable lady 
languiflies under the efFeds of a paralytic 
affedion, which kills not, but wholly inca- 
pacitates her from doing the duties , or en- 
joying the comforts of fociety j and his only 
Ton's deficiency of intelledt, caufed perhaps 
by this latent complaint or rather difor^er of 
the mother, now fliews itfelf every day 
more plainly to us all. Thefe vexations 
would however have been greatly balanced 
by the uncommon wit and promifing beauty 
of his daughter — rhad not the fall from her 
horfe laft fummer, which put out her hip, 
produced a continued weaknefs, and lafting 
deformity, which feem to preclude all hope 
of fucceffion to his fortune : — and I now 
queftion whether our friend Fortunio, after 
being fo many years accounted a man An- 
gularly PROSPEROUS, is not likely enough - 
to let melancholy refledions prey upon his 

ijpirits, 
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Ipirits, till they bring on a train of ttetvoiH 
difeafes— and die at laft probably of a 
broken heart. 

But enough and too milch iipoti this fub- 
jefti beft illuftratcd in the ftory of ZeluccJ^ 
tiirhere the hfero is conducted through tw6 
odavd volumefe, every pkge of which fhews 
him stJcCESfeFUL in all hisprojeds, yet fail- 
ing of happinels iti each, only betaufe hiS 
plans were never dilated by virtue*. 



HERESY, DISSENSION, SCfllSM. • 



THAT the firft and laft of thefe Words 
are not fynonymous, our Church Litany af^ 
fords a proof ; which prays agaiilft bothi 
The firft is however author and caufe 6f the 
tfairxi; for did no man^ upon the mere foun^ 
dation of his own private opinion and 

judgment. 
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judgment, confider his authority as fuflS- 
cient for teaching dodrines not to be found 
in Scripture (which is the very, effence of 
heresy) — no fet of men could be found 
ready, at every felf-fufEcient fellow's call, to 
feparate themfelves from the eftabliflied 
Church, following with folemn faces and a 
canting voice human precepts and inftitu- 
tions, inftead of thofe firft eftabliflied by 
Divine authority, and confirmed by long 
ufage of the wife and venerable ; — which, as 
I take, it, is the meaning of the word 
SCHISM : it is therefore well joined in our 
Litany with contempt of God's holy will 
and commandment. — With regard to the 
other word, it fliould fignify only difputc 
among the feveral Churches and Apoftles, 
to the which as human creatures they were 
fubjed — even the beft; — ^for we read that 
there was a dissension between Barnabas 
and Paul :— and our own Separatifts, who 
ihew fuch uoproyoked bittemefs and ran- 
cour 
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cour (I know not why) againft ecclefiaftU 
rcal arrangement and epifcopaji fuperinten- 
• dency — though they of late feem to glory 
in the term dissenters— do not yetchoofe 
to avow the appellation of schismatics : 
— another proof that thefe fubflantives are 
net fynonymous* 

Healthy, wholesome. 



ARE fynonymes when applied to patti-» 
cular things* This is a healthy or a 
WHOLESOME air, fay we, ufmg the words 
for adjectives; adverbially too, they are 
taken each for other perpetually ; and one 
hears every day how cucumbers and me- 
lons are gratifying to the palate, and pleaf- 
ing in their fcent, but that it is not 
heIlthy or WHOLESOME to eat much of 
them* Yet mi(l;akes may flill be made, if 

foreigner! 



fbreigriew fcfiing even on Ithcfe woftfe life 
them indircriminately^ — ^becaufe * we often 
kccept them in k figui^ativt fcftfe, and fajr 
how Marcus give his nephew wholes6m4 
advice, which he not obfervidg ' inctirred 
from the fchodl-mafter a little Wholesome 
Corredion with a fod, — Were the other 
Word to be fubftitlited here, "the fentence 
Would nrft dfily be vulgar, as it certainly is 
now — but laughable ; and would fubjed a 
foreignet Who fhould ufe it fo,* to deri- 
lion. 



HEROISM, MAGNANIMITY, GALLAiiTRY, 
FIRMNESS. 



THESE fublime and refpeaable, thefc 
beautiful and glorious adjundls to true cou- 
rage, have all feme fliadings of difcrimina- 
tion that iJiftinguifli them from each otfier^, 
• VOL. !• T and 
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and ktep them pretty dear too of aQ thofe de« 
£:ribed in pages 7 1 — 78^ fo diftant at leaft that 
I hope 00 reader will refufe them a feparate _^ 
Uttentic^ ; while the heroism of Alexander 
the Great was nerer controverted, although 
be certainly ihowcd little firmness when 
the death of i farourite drove him nearly to 
diftradion^ andlefs magnanimity when 
he crucified the phyiician who , could not 
keep him alive. Tbcfe qualities therefore are 
apparently and.eflentiaHy different, and the 
words which exprefs them are by no means 
fynonymous: becaufe ads of heroism 
may doubtlcfs be performed by thofe who 
can boaft no grccUnefs of mind at all — ^witnefs 
Henri Quatre^ who wore his white plume 
purpofely to aktrad danjger in the day of 
battle, yet meanly fhrunk from the avowal 
of his featiments in religion^ to fecure that 
crown which at laft co^ him fo dear. How 
di&rent was the tryl^ magnan'imous 
condud of Socratesi and of Thomas 

IVlore, 
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tA'oi^e; martyrs ia the gneat caiife of piet^ 
aa4^ virtue ! Nor vnil I omit in thefe deg^ 
fierate days the death-defpifing^ anfwer of 
the Abbe MaiHy, who, when incenfed 
multitude wer^ about to ha&g him at the 
laatem-poft for oppofmg their rebeUioua 
aad facrilegioufl projed^t cryiag ^ la lan-^ 
Urncl a la lanterae with, him^ replied 
with a vivacity heightened by jufl: indigna** 
^on-T-^^ £t quand je feroia nu^ a la laiH 
terofr^ mes amis-^ea deyiendriez-vous pour 
cela mfime plu$ ^claires?'* Patterns of firm- 
ness properly fo called are 4;a51y cull- 
ed -coit from hiftpry, or life; and,if the dif- 
fereoee between this quality and fortitude 
cohififts in onti feeking occafions of endur- 
ance, which the other only pr^cfles to fupr» 
|}ort without coispbint^-rtben MuciusScafct 
vola 2(rid Charlotte Cordet maiy be cited as 
fxample9^<^ FiKMif£|s^ which was as glori- 
ooa^iA Cranmer»as fijionijhing in them, who 
Were Supported only by the v^a hope of 
Tjj human 
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koman pzaife for aAidns the beft half of 
human^kind mtiift necefikiiy dlfappi'oTe.--^ 
ThebehaTiouT of Archbiihop Scroope^ how-^ 
' ever, carrii^ this quality fttither than them 
all — as much further as ekriftiatl piety ex«* 
eecds mere moral fenfe of felf-created vir-^ 
tucs. He, ^8 he went on horfeback to the 
place of eXeciition, protefted he had never 
taken a pleaianter ride ; and arriving at the 
Mock conjured the executioner not to cut off 
his head at one blow, but at Jivt. And pray 
thee now be careful (added he) to fever it 
at the fjib Jlroke ; for I bear in my arms 
the five wourwis^ of Ghrift, and I will if pol^ 
fible fhew rtiyfelf worthy of fo great ah ho-^ 
nour." This fad the learned Dodor Part 
taught me where to find ; but it is a greater 
diftindion for me to have gained it froni 
his converfatioii. 

- With regard to gallantry, which % 
think ft&nds qvite apart from all the reftj 
and has more to do with politenefs tha^ 
- * bravery 
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^bravery — though the laft is indifpenfable to 
its effeftSy-^I had once ah opportunity ndt 
-ad^ually of feeing, but of knowing with 
certainty a moft unequivocal occalion on 
.which it was exerted, by a man little 
known as iaint or hero, L believe; and 
whofe charader could fcarce he made of 
confequence to his contemporaries, even by 
giving an example of fuch gallant man«* 
ner$ as would have immortalized a Greek 
or Roman warrlour, Mr. P-^— , then, was 
paflenger ocr board a Britifh vcffel wrecked 
in ,thQ Iriih Seas ; the Ihip v/as finking, 
^d its long-boat filling apace:— o^iif^r other 
perfon alpn^ cqu14 be admit^td-^wkile the 
cpckfwain kept his pl{ld primed, to ihooc 
if more than one (hould atteiftpt to enten-^ 
P-pT^ was ready but a gentleman, ftaadi* 
Uig him Qn th« deck, feeble and fickly^ 
^ept bitterly for anguifh at feeing his wretch-* 
f d life devoted to deftrualon — ^ Take my 
plage, fir," fayi Mr. P^t — ^\ I believe S 
T s 
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can fwim a Utile and adiially puljued h& 
willing fticnd into the boat, committing^ 
himfelf to the fbry of the Wl^ve8. Every 
reader will be pleaded to hear that fuch gal-* 
jLAi^TRY was preferred upon a hen-coop 
thrown out by mere accident — hot by his 
own fwimining — from ?i 4eatH fo dreadfuj. 

HILL, MOUNTAIN, ROCK, 



THESE beautiful diverfifications of na, 
ture, without which flip finJcs into an infipid 
fiatnefki and bringa no ideas to the mind^ 
f vcn in our hi^ly pulttYated country, but 
that fort of gofnping fociety whith goes forv 
^ard where no hindrance, can he found— 
" bXc by no meanfe fynonyn^ous terms for the 
hrge uplands ths^t adorn it. We fay the 
Suirrjr hills, ttie, Kocxi; fef Bovedale, ^tnd 
the Moe|*TAWT5 of Scdcland or W^alesj for^f 

tQ 
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to EngUihmen juiUce, thejr call ^ the 
ftame of fells ia Weftmorland^ Cumber- 
land, &c. what are aot ceitsdnly worffiy a 
name of more dignity than tbat^ beautiful 
and elegant as they are. Things rife in im*^ 
portance merely by their rarenefs; and people 
who have never (lirred more than a hundred 
miles from London^will call thofe fcenes. 
awful which (hike another by their foftaeff 
and amoenity* Dr. BoerhaaTe^ wfaoft mind 
was fpfficiently enlarged too^ made himfelf 
ridicitlo^s in hU college by carrying a native 
of Parma to lee the mountain^s^ as h« 
urisied two, or three giently riiing ground^^ 
fX a day*« jouraey diftance fi^om LeydcQ:^ 
and charming Mifs Seward, whom xk> one 
will^fufpe£t of being cold in her conceptions 
of what greatnefs ought to be, was impatient 
of Mr. Whalley's frigid indifference to the 
heights of Matiock I believe, or the fcenery 
round Ludlow Caflla^He ! who had pafTed 
winters among the gladers of Switzerland, 
T 4 and 
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Tcry nations wbicb are willing to acknow- 
ledge &emfelws enlightened by otir learn- 
ing, and enriched by our q>ulence r for al*^ 
though UPRIGHTNESS of feharadler will of 
Itfelf fufficc to raforce^ refpefli fofter virtues 
muft combine wkh it before aiTedton can be 
lioped for* This is fo true, that all may re* 
ioUcdJ: the figure of justice painted by Hik 
phael in the Vatican to be one of liis leail 
attractive j and the very yrcrd iKTEciiiTy 
fecms infolcntly to imply a round totaRty of 
rxceBence, fcarce expeded from a &ttlty and 
finite being. 

To. the cxattipies of ftrid and fbic ho^ 
KBSTY bequeathed us by the ancients, let 
me add a recent one refuking from Ghriffi^aa 
totcntionsto pleafe <?od and deny ietf'gtati^ 
lication. Mr. ^- — meant to acquire a fbrw 
Tune by his profeflioft in India ; he was a. 
lawyer, and &ou!d fcavc, appeared at the 
tourts one morning, but was indifpofed with 
a edd: Ids 'eitctife for aon-attendance wai^ 

already 
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already written, and the fervant going to 
carry it away, whea a black merchant was 
announced, who told him bis ^auf« came on 

that day— that he would not aik Mr. 

a0iftance, bef aufe there were Jlaw in it — 
but took the liberty of offering him a bag of 
|rold, equal in value to 170Q L fteiling, if he 
would only bf^ fo kind as to ilay away that 
Yuorning. Dur honest 3riton fent him 
back dired^ly j and dreffing himfelf haftily, 
though far from well,, went to the place, iawr 
the merchant cail, and related the adv^* 
ture — dcfirjng immediate paflports forEng^ 
Jand at the fame time j beeaufe, as he wifely 
and virtuouily conieCed, it was poffible 
enough to reAft fucfa an offer once, but dao« 
gctous to relidt where temptations of fo 
enormous a bulk might Qccur too often for 
liumanity tp oombat them with fuccefs ; 

Where metals and marbles will melt and decay, 
man, fofih^ virtue, aud h^ftcft away. 



HONOUR, 
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HONOUR, DELICACY Of CONDUCT," 
REFINEMENT UPON VIRTUF, 
SCRUPULOSITY OF BEHAVIOUR, 
NIQENESS, REPUTATION. 



THE firft and the lall of tlwfc term* are 
fynonymoas, when a woman** chaftity, a 
foldicr's bravery, ora trader's punctuality of 
payment are in question: let apy of thofe be 
doubted for a moment, honour is fullied 
and REPUTATION torn. When we view 
the iame qnaljty in another lighr, it will be 
found that HONOUR e^prefles In a breath 
what the fecond, thurd, and fourth phrafe* 
here explain by periphrafis and circumlo- 
cution : y^ docs that breath cpmprife all that 
is. truly pehcate, refined, and scrupu- 
lously pure in coiidud and in morals.— n 
So does not nicety, whofe acceptation i« 
more limited^ and perhaps, belong rather to 
what the Trench elegantly call the f9avoirn 

.. . ;, vivre, 
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Tit-^e, and the petite morale— to matters of 
propriety aild etiquette — to ceremonies of 
life, and the mere trappings of fociety. But 
HONOUR is honefty looked at through a 
microfcope, where all attention is paid to 
the minuter parts, while the larger are con- 
fidered chiefly as exuviae, and for the moft 
part of courfe difregarded. *Tis for this 
feafon poffibly we feldom find an overt a£t 
of HO>ouR, properly fo called, that does 
not feera to fcom, negled, or openly offend 
againft fome cardinal or fome Chriftian vir- 
tue. I muft make myfelf underftood by 
examples : 

T^e man who, difarming his adverfary in 
a duel of which there is no witnefs, reftores 
liim his fword upon the inftant, ads with 
confummate honour certainly; but that 
fuch condud militates againft prudence^ no 
one will deny — and if it did not do fo, to 
confefs the tlruth, there would be but little 
HONOUR difplayed in the deed. The gen- 
tleman 
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tieman who difchargea a gaming debt m ptt^ 
ferencc to that of a tradcfmatt, app^f entljr 
prefers honour to another virtue, yij/^/r^, 
which is feverely wounded by the exploit. 
And the Governor of Verdun,who fliot him- 
felf to elude a trial as I remember, loft fight 
of fortitude in purfuit pf honour : he fliould 
ba^ve trufted his life to his country. In this 
fenfe honour remains a quality flighted by 
religion, as promoting no man's ^ernal 
welfare, and overlooked by the law, as hav-* 
ing nothing to do with the happinefs of 
man life. Volunteers in virtue, as. in an 
-army, are very troublefome : good generis 
and experienced legiflators Iov» none but 
difciplined troops j and in the great march 
of life, he who beft keeps his rank beft doet 
bis duty* 
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HOUNDt GRISTHOUtfDt HARRIER, TERRIER^ 



FOREIGNERS, cfpecially Germans, 
are apt to c4l evtry dog they fee a hqqnd^ 
which is the tranfcendental word for that 
aoimal in High Dutch, as I have been told^ 
In our language however it only means that 
ijpecles the canine race which hunts by 
fmpy and gives the tongue cither vpon traili 
or drag— fc. fportfmen diftinguifhthat pecur 
liar taipt left by the fopt of hare or fox, 
when purfued by the opening pack In a 
bright but dewy morning over hill and dale 
fweetly diverfified, till : 

Echo, Huntrefs once of Cynthia's traiik. 
Repeats the pleafing fasrmoAjr again > 

and the fweet animating (bunds excite cheer- 
fulnefg even in the iluggard*$ veins. Of this 
admirable creature, and Iva various denomi- 
3 nations^ 
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nations, much lefs his virtues, my little book 

Jiots not rmsin t6 /fliike the (lefcrqation : fu£f 

fice it that 1 tell forcigftexs what no Engiifh 

gentleman is ignorant of — nameljr, how the 

OREY^HOUND has acqliired the name; ^ot 

by his nofe, for he' makes nb ufe of it irt 
• * . ■ , ^ • ^ 

courjing \ while tail,' fwift, arid qitick-fightedi 

he depends wholly upon his eye to obferve, 

on his long, nervous legs to Overtake the flying 

prey : but being the bnly dog which' vfrithout 

training to it will kill a badger,' formerly in 

bid Englifli called a grat^ and peqfecute 

him even in his" fetirement, he wa« called 

the CRAT HOUND ; while HARRIER and 

VisRRiER cScplain^heir office of thetalelves, 

even by the derivation of their name.^ alone. 

The firft follows, the hare through. all her 

doublings and deceits : the other, refolving 

to kill that fox which his more beautiful 

companions have piirfued but loft, goes after 

him even into his {^j^^-terrakeaj^ retreat— 

Hs earthy as fportfraen" call it — and fighting 

him 
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him thus under ground obtains the appel- 
lati^on, TEKKiEKy for that defperate bravery 
which remains unintimidated and undimi* 
nifhed even by the confcioufnefs that he is 
combating in an enemy's country. 



' HUNTING, COURSJNG, SHOOTING, SETTING* 



THESE fynonymes, like the laft, are 
intended chiefly for thofe ftrangers who 
call every fport of the field— ^//^r a la cbajje. 
Alia caccia too the Italians call taking birdi 
even by decoy; an amufement of the mean- 
eft kind I ever witnefled. But whatever W6 
learn from foreign nations, *tis never td 
play — unlefs at cards indeed (for getting 
money is alike pleafing to the natives of 
every country) — but the innocent and rural 
paftimes of one's youth can be enjoyed no 
where except at home. Of thefc^ in our 

¥6l. \. U Gothic 
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Gothkk language, continental vifitants will 
find diflin£tions almoft innumeraUe ; but I 
will point out only the very obvious ones, 
bccaufe, if they refide at all in diftant pro- 
vinces, much of the evening converfiuion 
turns upon the excellency of our dogs, and 
fuccefs of the chace. Hunting then 
means the purfuit of hare, fox, or ftag, by 
hounds bred for the purpof^, and trained 
to the employ; while coursing is chiefly 
a trial of fwiftnefs and fkill between three 
greyhounds held in a leajh for the purpofc 
of flipping them feparately at the hare, 
which their quick eye eafily difcerns and 
finds, though among the fallows, where her 
brown colour and clofe-clapt ears conceal 
her, till fpeed feems fl:ill likelier to provide 
for her defence. Such too is her ppwer 
and fuch her fkill, that, in a country full of 
uplands and rifing grounds, fewer than a 
leaflx of greyhounds can feidom catch fapr» 
fo lightly does £he fkim the hedge rows, ib 
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fwift defcend the hill, before the difappoint- 
ed dog, whom, turning fliort, fiie eludes j 
fcales the fteep afcent again before he is 
able to flop his own fpeed, and dipping 
on the other fide leaves him (for want 
of fcent) perplfexed and loft, the moment 
flie is out of his view. Shooting with 
pointers is a different diverfion, and confifts 
chiefly in your own ingenuity to take the 
aim ; while the fagacity of your quadruped 
affociates when they try a field, the grace 
and elegance with which they hunt it over, 
and the variety of attitudes in which they 
ftand, and point the game, are wonderfully 
pleafmg, and feduce a man to continue the 
{port fometimes even to ferious fatigue. 
SETTrNG meantime is of a far lefs a£tive 
genius, and fit enough for the moft delicate 
lady to participate : as here is no blood to 
fright, no cruelty to fhock her feelings ; 
the purfuit in this cafe ending only re- 
motely, not immediately, in the death of 
U a thofc 
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thofe partridge that fall at every ftrokc of 
the gunner. A fine fummer evening it 
the true feafon for this amufemcnt, when 
the ftill air and fading glow of the horizon 
encourage a train of refledlions, not difturb- 
ed but direfted by your beautiful, your 
obedient fpaniel towards the contemplation 
of man's native fuperiority ; while that love- 
ly, that intelligent creature trufts not bim^ 
felf; but yielding his opinion to that of his 
mafter, although often well apprifed by na- 
ture where the covey lies, contentedly quar- 
ters all the ftubble over at command of his 
fovereign, appearing deeply interefted too 
in /y&^/ very fearch he could at pleafure put 
an immediate end to, by preferring his own 
often-tried experience. When however he 
has pcrmiffion to declare the truth, how 
gently, and with what flattering manners 
docs he avow it! how meekly manifeft 
his modeft tranfports ! while couching clofe 
for the net to pafs over and clofe-in both 

himfelf 
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himfelf anch the game, he kindly referves 
all the fatigues of the evening for himfelf — 
all pleafure and profit for his mafter ! — But 
enough on this delightful theme, defpifed 
by many without knowing why j for after 
all it is man's Magna Cbarta^ granted by 
God in days of great antiquity, to hold do- 
minion over inferior natures, and fubjugate 
byreafon the brute creation — engaging the 
affedions of fome with our carefles, and 
making ourfelves formidable to pthers by 
our power* 



HURRY AND HASTE 



ARE words very nearly fynonymous — I 
Jiope not wholly fo ; for, if they are, Priox 
was guilty of notorious tautology, in an 
epigram of only four lines, when he fays 
tiiat 

U 3 From 
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From her own native France as old Alifon paft. 

She reproach'd Englifli Nell with neglcfl: or with 
malice. 

That the flattern had left, in her hurhy and haste. 
Her lady's complexion ind eye^brows at Calais. 

Richardfdn calls hurry a female word, 
and perhaps women do make ufe of it of- 
tener than men ; they confider it. as fyno- 
nymous to agitation, and fay they have a 
H u R R y of fpirits. Should a foreigner, catch- 
ing up the other word by miftake, obfcrve 
that the lady's fpirits are in haste, all would 
laugh, without very plainly difcovering the 
reafon of their own mirth — Do not put 
yourfelf in a hurry fo, for the bufinefs we 
are upon requires no immediate or violent 
HASTE, being a very popular and a ^C-ery 
common ej^preflion. 
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IDENTITY AMD SAMENESS 



WOULD be nearly fynonymous ia con- 
vcrfation language, I believe, only that as 
the firft is a word pregnant with mctaphy- 
fjcal controverfy^ we avoid it in common 
daily ufe, or at beft take it up merely as a 
ih*onger expreflion of unchangeable same- 
ness. Mowbray and Tourville with their 
^vcrlafting identity are complained of by 
Lovelace in his anxious agony of mind, as 
companions he could not endure— while 
Hume would have told him, that although 
their manners refembled one day what they 
had been the laft, fuch refemblance was no 
proof of IDENTITY, however it might give 
It SAMENESS to thcir charadcr. Thofe in- 
deed who refolve to doubt all they cannot 
prove, give themfelves much unneceflary far 
tigue concerning the ^confcioufnefs of their 
XJ 4 own 
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own cxiftence — doubting, in* good time! 
whether they are themfelves the fame per-.- 
fons, who, before they became philofophers, 
readily believed that if they fet an acorn an 
oak would come up — and that a chicken 
would furely be hatched from an egg, if 
warmth fufEcient were adduced to cauffe the 
neceffary change of appearance in what was 
before a chicken in potentia? But fuch 
doubts and fuch doubters are beft defpifed, as 
fome of them may poffibly have a real in- 
tereft in confidering their cxiftence to be 
dubious, that efcape may be effedtcd from 
accounting for its errors and crimes. We 
£hould therefore be aware of thefe ftepticks, 
and as little as poffible I think dip into their 
books; from whence little amufement ©r 
inftrudion can be derived, but much same- 
ness, particularly in their difcourfe upof^ 

IDENTITY, 



fPIpTISM, 



BRITISH SYNONYMY.. 297 



IDIOTISM, FOLLY, SIMPLICITY, FATUITY, 



ARE not fynonymous in colloquial lan- 
guage, though a medical man fpeaking pro* 
feflionally would make little difference be- 
tween the firft and laft. A lady however 
talking familiarly about a book of travels 
lately publifhed, would I fuppofe make no 
fcruple of laughing at the poor Efquimaux's 
IDIOTISM, when he is defcribed in it as 
looking with compaffion on a chained mon- 
key at a London ftiow, miftaking him for a 
countryman in difgrace j yet at the moment 
ihe fays this, and laughs at the fad, no lady 
fuppofes the man to be in a ftate of fatu- 
ity — for, if he was, the jeft would all be 

over. 

Again — The travelling gipfy, who fends 
jl fervant wench ejidued with underftjtnding 

no 
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no meaner than her own, to look for mo- 
ney under a ftone in the fcullery, while flic 
nuns away with a filver fpoon, takes advan- 
tage of the girl's folly, although flie is 
ftriaiy fpeaking no fool ; and was the for- 
tune-teller to obtain Mrs. Williams of Brif- 
tol's celebrity, and keep a good houfe over 
her head, flie might eafily be tricked in her 
turn by the felf-fame wench, if entrufted to 
go to market, and cater provifions for the 
family. 

Fatuity is privation of intelled by the 
appointment of God. Simplicity, ^or as 
we juftly call it weaknefs^ gives way to cuU 
tivation, and may end in the attainment of 
*much knowledge, by being affiduoufly in*^ 
ilrufted— as infants may be prefled forward 
to Icam what is apparently beyond their 
power ; whilft FOLLY feems a half volun-^ 
tary fubmiflion or compliance to the fafci^ 
nating adroit nefs of another n^nd, not na-? 
turally fup?rior, but fkilful ia the arts of 

binding 
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binding imagination by fympathy, audacity, 
or pathos ; witncfs the ingenuity of fwin- 
dlerg, guinea-droppers^ and the reft That 
this fubmifEve flexibility of temper may be 
driven up to idiotism is fo'true, that I once 
faw a rich trader prefent a conjuring chy- 
mift with a hundred pounds, only for tell- 
ing him that, if he would grind his cochi- 
neal finer, it would go further ; and a lad 
of paft fifteen year^ old perfuaded to burn 
his fiddle, becaufe, faid his playmates, there 
16 a new . difcovery now, that fiddle aflie^ 
feU for a crown the ounce, as there is no- 
thing elfe found out fo certain a cure for 
the dropfy. We call this power, making 
FOOLS of the people ; and truly do we call 
it fo, when mankind are willing to be du- 
ped between delufion and coUufion, fo far 
that they are contented to bury themfelves 
chin-deep in earth at the fuggeftion of one 
mountebank, and liften to tales of animal 
paagnetifm propagated for the pecuniary 

advaa- 



r 
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advantage of another. All the vis comtea 
of Ben Jonfon's plays confifts in the grati- 
fication of our fpleen, by feeing men fooled 
chiefly with the affiftance of their own ava- 
rice, or other vicious appetites, till artful 
knaves knowing how to ftimqlate the fame, 
dupe them into idiotism j whilft on the 
other hand his fpirit of poetical juftice fatis- 
fies at lafl: our hon^ft indignation, by exhi- 
biting the punifhment of thofe who take 
advantage of their neighbour's weaknefs^ to 
compenfate for ,the defe<3: in their own 
ftrerigth : as no man fure is much lefs wife 
than he who is but juft cunning enough to 
trick his empty unfufpicious neighboun— 
See Mofca, Volpone, Subtle, and the reft. 



IDLE, 
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IDLE, INDOLENT, SLOTHFUL, INACTIVE, 
LAZY. 



THOUGH none of thefe epithets, 
would fuit ill fome ufelefs members of fo- 
ciety, yet indolent feems the word ap- 
propriated in converfation language to thq 
upper ranks of it. We fay an indolent 
prince, and an inactive minifter, a la- 
zy girl, and an idle boy. The third ad- 
jeftive feems for the moft part attributed to 
brute animak j and we read that fome fer- 
pents in India are providentially of fo 
slothful a nature, that after filling with 
food, they remain torpid and as it were to- 
tally Ufelefs, fo as to be deftrqyed without 
danger to the purfuers. 

Prior's John and Joan is a flriking aud 
durable pidure of opulent inadlivity— wMc 

They 
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s 

They ate and flcpt (good folks)— what then ? 
Why then they flept and ate again. 
No man's good deeds did they commend. 
So never rais'd themfelves a friend : 
No man's defefts fought they to know,* 
So never made themfelves a foe. 
If human things went ill or well. 
If changing empires rofe or«fell j 
ITie morning pafs'd, the evening came, 
' » And Yound this couple ftill the fame — 

with many other equally excellent verfes de- 
fcriptive of fome" lord and lady, as it was once 
told me^ with whom the poet had paffed a 
month in the country, when his wit firft at- 
tracted the notice of mankind; but on whom 
the flight imprcffion that it made, prompted 
him to revenge their negledt by this mock 
epitaph, written long before the partieswdied. 
Dryden cenfures this quality, and fatirizes it 
very ingenioufly in his Cleomenes ; where 
jthe ^Igyptian King is reprefented as defi- 
rpi^s to fhorten his name, that his fatigue in 
writing it might be fomewhat alleviated— 
8 acir- 
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a circumftance he picked up, I believe, from 
the anecdotes of Sandius 11. of Spain, fur- 
named the IDLE — contemporary with our 
Henry L — Dryden was a mighty reader of 
Spanifh fiterature. Doflor Johnfon how- 
ever does not fpeak of it as borrowed : and 
as for Fielding, who had not reach of mind 
enough to fee as Johnfon did, how finely 
the character was coloured by this incident 
— He ridicules, and teaches others to ridicule 
it, in his Tom Thumb the Great. 

Come, Dollalolla — curfc that odious name ! 
By Heavens I'll change it into Doll er Loll, 
Or any civil monofyllable 
That will not tire my tongue. 



ILLUSION, DELUSION, PliANTASM, 



THOUGH not fynonymous, are near 
enough to be very eafily confounded, at 

leaft 



r 
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leaft byftrangers; while we natives know, 
fo certainly how to place thefe words, that . 
we fay properly enough, that if a peribn is 
under fo ftrong a delusion as to believe 
himfelf removed for fome ftrang.e crime or 
fancied excellence beyond the common limits 
of humanity, he may foon come to imagine 
himfelf furrounded by fad or gay illu- 
sions, out of the ordinary courfe of nature; 
and if he feeds fuch notions in folitude, nor 
feeks recourfe from medicine in due time, 
— his friends (as one^s relations are po- 
pularly called) will foon pronounce him 
ftatutably mad — and, contenting themfelves 
with enjoying his real eftate, leave our de- 
luded friend to converfe with phantasms 
in a perpetual and ftri<3: confinement. 



INCRE^ 
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iNCREDULOtJS, UNBfeLIEViNG, HARD OF 
BELIEF. 



THE firft of thefe words, though in deri- 
vative ftridtnefs perhaps fynonymous to the 
feco&d, is not fo . ufed in common conver- 
fation. We fay of a man who refufes cre- 
dit to Chriftian. truths, that he is an un- 
believing hearer of the word, not that he 
is an INCREDULOUS fellow; as we fhould 
foon aiErm of him who was fo hard of 
BELIEF as to doubt the exiftence of regular 
and periodical monfoons in one part of the 
globe, folely becaufe he had ftill inhabited 
another where the winds were always va- 
riable. .That perfon is moft properly called 
INCREDULOUS who fteadily refufes his tef- 
timony even to known fads, without the 
immediate evidence of his fenfes to confirm 
them J which when he has received how- 

VOL. u X ever, 
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ever, he is no longer fattbkfs^ hvX believing^ 
a$ faid our Lord to Saint Thomas* 



INEXORABLE akd INFLEXIBLE 



ARE not fynonynlious, although the cf* 
&£i:s refuhing from foch qualities are pre« 
cifely the fame ; our firft man refufing to 
hear the voice of entreaty^ the fecond never 
bending to it though he does hear* Both at 
firft fight appear to be difpofitions purely 
hateful, yet both may be prefTed into tht 
caufe of virtue. 

» 

A man refolv'd and Heady to his truft. 
Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft, 

is a favourite with Addifon j and we will . 
hope that fuch an unbending charadter will 
not fliew foftnefs in the wrong place,, but be 
fox ever inexorable to the feducing voice 
of temptation. 

INPIDE- 
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INHDELITY, ATHEISM; DEISM, 
SOCINIANISM. 



THAT ihefe terms are not fynonymous 
^v^ill be readily allowed, particularly by thofc 
who are of the laft named faihionable per* 
ruafion — and juftly — as Fauftus Socinus, 
the head of their fed, profcfled to have 
written againft the atheists ; but loft his 
manufcripts in a popular infurredion at Cra* 
^ow, in the yeaf 1538, when he himfelf 
efcaped with difficulty from the fury of the 
populace* His followers however can 
fcarcely be offended by finding themfelves 
ranked under the widely-fpreading banner 
of INFIDELITY, while We who believe and 
are fure that Jefus was the Son of God- 
have a right to tax thofe people as Infidels 
that endeavoilr to defpoil our Redeemer 
of his divinity, when he himfelf exprefsly 

Xa fai4 
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faid to his difciplc PBlip, that he and his Fai 
therwcrconcj 

Philippe f qui vidct Ittc, vidct ct Patrcm ; QgomO* 
do tu dicis^ Oftende nobis Patrem. 

Nor can I guefs why they ihould wifh to be 
called Chriftians— a mere contradidion ia 
terms — ^while 'tis acknowledged that God 
and Man are one Chrift ; fo that hptwith- 
ftanding they may revere and obey fome 
precepts given by Jefus, they cannot with 
propriety be denominated Chriftians, — ^thc 
myftic veftment of our Divine Mafter being 
though of many colours found yet without 
a feam — woven from the top throughout.-r 
Calvinifm properly fo called kfFords them 
no flielter, certainly. Servetus was burned at 
Geneva for propagating fimilar dodlriaes ; 
nor would Fauftus Socinus have efcaped 
with reproofs and cautions only, as his uncle 
Latins did, had Calvin lived to read in the 
writings o£ the . nephew the fruits of his ill- 
judged 
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judged lenity towards the uncle. But whilft 
kc was exercifing his felf-created authority in 
Switzerland, and was jeftingly called by fomc 
die new pope of Gfeneva, Socinus prudently 
contented himfelf with enjoying the luxuries 
of a court; — being protected at Florence till 
the year 1574 by Francis de Medicis Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, as my Italian friends have 
informed me. Deism is therefore^ fo fgr 
I am capable to comprehend the creed ofun^ 
heKefy Tynohymous to socinianism, well 
underftood; and ranges under its banner 
numberlefs other fliades of infidelity 
^wrhich tome forward with new names from 
day to day — Freethinkers, Sceptics, Efprit? 
forts, &c, 

V 

Unfiniflx*d things one knows not what to call^ 
Their generation's fo ctjuivocal. 

Thus dubious and compoftte colours ftrive 
for the diftindlion of a feafon, under appel- 
lations vaheard of before perhaps ; accomi* 
X 3 modating 
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modatlng themfelves to modern ufte andi 
prejudice-^nirbed, adnnired, forgotten even, 
by the boys and girls who fearched frelh 
titles of honour for them whDft in favoiuv 
Such were once the emperor's eye, the 
foupir etouffe, the boue de Paris, and fa 
forth* They £ide, knd die, and ihrink from 
fafhion's train, however— while the primi- 
tive tints vary not name or nature fo long^ 
as the fun endureth. 

Since the above was written I've been 
told that sociNiANS only deny the divini* 
ty of Chrift, while deists doubt even hi^ 
miilion* This certainly does bring the foU 
lowers of Sociniis at leaft fs near to the true; 
Ghriftian Church, as are the rational and 
orthodox followers of Mahomet ; for be too 
acknowledged the Son of Mary as a pro^ 
phett 



INNO^ 
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nWOfciNCE AMD SIMPLICITY, 

^PHCSE words are fynonymous in a lito; 
«a) {^nfoj and^likewife when applied toth* 
ftate of balf^hood ; where they prove their 
influence over the hardeft hearts, and charm 
beyond the utmoft power of ths^t virtue into 
which the firft can ever be enlarged, or that 
wifdom of which the laft is the only true 
foundation. When figurative, and appUe4 
to literary works, they are too commonly 
feparated — for we admire the simplicitt 
of many Latin poems, fome EngliOi ones^ 
and above all the French tales of La Fon- 
taine, ^ which for their innocence caa 
fcarcely be celebrated. — But freedom from 
fuperfluous ornament is our familiar idea of 
SIMPLICITY in the belles lettres and fine 
arts, while thofe beauties muft be very 
ftrong marked at laft which unadorned can 
X4 plcafe} 
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pleafej lior would I advife the inferio? 
clafs of writers to imitate that naked plain- 
nefs which is fo juftly admired in Homer 
or Thucydides j — recoUeding, that though 
Julius Caefar's hcad'ftrikes you with reve* 
rence by ita baldnefs^ that of Cleopatra 
ihews to pioft advantage when we figure to 
curfelves the expiring beauty, and Char- 
xnion fettling her hair and diadem fo as to 
look graceful tvm in death, 

I Munditiis capipiur — ^nec fmt fine lege capiUi. 

That foreigners may be led into no miftakes, 
let us tell theqa that, fpeaking of thefe twp 
words with reference to medicine, they are 

rt ■ * 

by no means fynonymous: — :we fay fuch 
food or phyfick may be taken with innd-^ 
CENCE : the other term won't do. 



XNNO« 
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INNOVATION, SPIRIT OF CHANGING, DESIRE 
OF NOVELTY. 



only the laft which caufes the exift- 
cacc of the former ; were there not that de* 

SIRE OF NOVELTY and SPIRIT OF CHANG* 

IN6 in the world, fewer innqvations 
would perplex mankind, and fewer misfor-* 
tunes diftrefs them.- — " Tii?ie'(fay8 my Lord 
Paeon) is the greateft innovator, feeing 
hg everniore bringeth in fdmewhat new: yet 
although termed hafty-footed, I wo\Jd our 
modern ftatermendey* were no more hafty 
than he — as Time waiteth ftill the ripening of 
matters, before he putteth forth a hand to ga«?^ 
ther or (hake them down." What would 
fuch a thiiil5.er have thought of the prefent 
. ^nnqvating age? He wpuld have feen that 
it was change without novelty, and that our 
prefent inftru^tors of tlie human race arc 

ftruggling 
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ftruggling to pick up all which Time hadf 
flung away — all that was unripe, all that 
was rotten in polities : let fuch at Icafl keep 
far from thefe illands— 

Rife rocks between us ! — and whole oceans roll f 

Johnfon ufes the word which inclutJes all the 
reft with fo much aptitude and force, I cannot ' 
refufe myfelf the pleafure to tranfcribe the 
paffage. When fpeaking of our admirable* 
conftitution in his Irene, the wife old Turk 
is made to reply— 

If there be any land, as Fame reports, 
Where equal laws rcftrain the prince and people % 
' A happy land^where circulating power 
^Flbws thro' each member of th' embod/d (late ) 
^ure, not unoonfcious of the mighty blefHng, 
Her grateful fons ifaine bright: with every virtue ; 
Untainted w;th ^hc luft of innovation. 
Sure all combine to keep her league of rulq 
Unbroken as the facred chain of nature 
Th^t iunds tbe |af-ring eiemexits in pea<;^r 
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INSIGNIFICANT, TRIFLING, FUTILE, LIGHr, 
NUGATORY, UNIMPORTANT. 



IT fliould feem fcarce worth the while to 
trace fynonymy fo frivolous, did not expe- 
rience daily fliew us that nugatory re- 
ports, LIGHT and mifty as the word their 
adjedive derives from, invented at firft per^^ 
|iaps by trifling women, or men in their 
own characters no lefs insignificant^ are 
yet capable of giving not only feripus diA 
turbance to individuals, but even to the ftatc 
itfelf, at times become by combination of 
circumftances very peculiarly favourable to 
half-told talqs, eafily infinuated into empty 
heads J where the .moft futile ftories arq 
moft welcome, becaufe perhaps fych arc 
fooneft blown away, leaving clear room for 
pthers equally unimpoi^tANT, confidering 
a thei¥ 
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their nature, but dangerous endugh if we 
refleA on th^ir poffible coafe^uenceSf 



INSOLENT, ARROGANT, SUPERCU-IOUS, 
PURSE-PROUD. 



ADJECTIVES of a genus wholly dif^ 
ferent from the laft ; terms which, though 
not ftridly fynonymous, may yet too oftea 
be found predicable gf one perfon only* 
efpecially the purse-proud gentleman, 
whofe aurum fulminans^ like that produced 
by pyrotechnical experiments, makes a moft 
loud explofion — but never carries far, as the 
phrafe is, or is feen capable of forming a 
durable impreffion. If however too fud- 
denly acquired wealth has the happy faculty 
of broadening a fellow's features into IN* 
SOLENT levity, long fighed for admiffioa 
(when once it comes) btg a falhionable cir^ 

do 
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cle IS fcarce Ids likely to draw up the eye-^ 
brows of a youthful female into a super- 
eiLtpus fneet; nor can Literature guard 
her votaries from temptations to the like 
temper, whilft awful Erudition, arrogant 
of her own jufl claims, and f9omful or at 
beft negligent of petty pretenfions, looks— 
if fhe vouchfafes to look at all — with fome- 
what like unmerited difdain upon the writer 
of this little book, and afks how long the 
Jprigbtly lady has fancied herfelf initiated 
among the Gnofticks, while Error marks her 
pages and Ignorance guides her pen» 



INVENTION, INGENUITY, ORIGINALITY, 
GENIUS. 



THESE terms are not fynonymous cer- 
tainly, thpugh (imilar enough to be eafily 
mifapplied by thofe who are not acquainted 

with 
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vnth the manner in which we approprktft 
them* The firft feems, for example, good fot 
tvcry art and every fcience where an ap* 
jpearance of new creation is produced, Ho« 
mer and Herfchel ate alike iNVfiNTou^^ 
and Newtoti may be contented to fliare with 
Cervantes the praifes of originality and 
GENIUS. Time has taught us however to 
annex meaner ideas to the word ingeNu-* 
ITY, made peculiar in thefe later days td 
petty contrivances and fubtlenefs of ikill, in 
the mechanic arts particularly, and from 
thence taken up, half figuratively, to expreft 
the operations of the mind. Thus while we 
are inclined to adore Shakefpeare's aftonifli* 
ing powers of invention, we admire 
Waller's ingenuity, difplayed in fcveral 
little poems with wonderful dexterity and 
heatriefs — witnefs the Girdle, the Marriage 
of the Dwarfs, and the Lady who fingd 
the Song he wrote, with two or three 
more. 

Mean- 



• Meantime, as fto iiew creation cat! after 
all be produced by mortal man^ fo can we 
find nothing refembling it fo ftrongly as fer-» 
mentation, where the fui;prifiag efiicience of 
-two bodies cTidently differ ent to pmduce a 
third unknown before, leaves chemiftry in 
poffefllon of the higheft praifc for ORioi* 
NALITY throughout the natural world ; 
preffing on literary fttidents to this ufeful 
leffon — that genius cannot energize ittf 
powers unlefs a certain portion of know- 
ledge be provided, on which to operate and 
with which to ferment. Let idlenefs then 
no longer feek a refuge in the hope of being 
oKiGfiN AL by the mere abfeaceof learning, 
which alone can irform a new-fledged wri- 
,ter whether his thoughts are of his own in- 
vention, or of thofe vifho went before 
him. 

Some pretty unowned verfes on fhe death 
of the famous Dr* Franklin, long in my pof- 

feflion 
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kS^oa but never printed (to my knowledge)i 
jhall clofe this article^ 

' t 

iiike a Newton fublimely he foar^d 

To a fummit before unattain'd ; 
New rcgioii^ of Science explor'd, 

And the palm of philofophy gain'd« 

n. 

From a fpark which he brought from the lkieS|| 
He difplay'd an unparalleled wonder) 

And we faw, with delight and furprife. 
That his rod could defend Us from thunder^ 

III. 

Had he 1«rifely but leamM to ptirfue 
The bright track for his talents defign'dj 

What a tribute of praife had been due < 
To this teacher and friend of mankind ! 

nr. 

Bat to coret political fame 

Was in him a degrading ambition $ 

•Twas a fpark that from Lucifer came^ 
And fitft kindled the blaze o^ fcditiOfi* 

V. May 



V. ' ' 

Jtoay not Candoiir Aen write on fais' urtii 
Hcre^ alas I lies a noted iNtkif tor ; 
. Whofe flame to licaveii fliould burn^ 
But invetted^ defcends to the centre ? 

He INVENTED a ftove, where the fiam^ 
%7a$ contrived fo as to defcend inftead df 
kifing upwards^; 



A JOlCE ANi> A JEST 



• Are hot ^xadly fynonyinous j thfe laft 
is the plealanter trifle of the two, and has 
tome into play fince Jtitelledl has been more 
diffufed. We are now grown faftidious in 
bur focial pleafufes, and to degrade a jest 
Scall it a Joke: when iii former days th* 
tlowil, of merry-andrewj.or fool of courts 
knd jpalaces, Whofe wit feldom fofe above 
tnere pra^ical jokes^ was digmfied by the 
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name of jester. The laft of thefe crea- 
tures upon record was taken into King 
Charles the Firft's houfehold, where he af- 
fronted Aarchbifhop Laud ; and afterwards 
being negledted and loft fight of in the civil 
war, the cuftom was no longer obferved* 
' City JESTE Rs remained longer in the world j 
and ninety years ago Lord Mayor'* fool 
jumped into a cuftard for the laft time I 
heard or can find trace of him# 

A horrible praftice however did prevail 
at Salifbury in Wiltfhire, not more than fifty 
or at moft fixty years ago, and was called a 
JOKE. I have heard Mr. Harris, the learned 
J^raes Haijis, tell it as a thing he remem- 
bered : — how a man there, excellent at ail- 
ing the character of a lunatic, was encou- 
raiged to burft fuddenly upon ftrangers fet 
down to. fupper at an inn ; where after he 
had terrified them all by his clamours and 
apparent diftraftion^ they were dragged from 
under the table, chairs, &c. wh^re their feara 

had 
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iiad fent them for itfuge^ and kindly iti^ 
formed by their laughing friends in the fe* 
eret, that all this wa^ nothing but a iO££« 
From fuch dangerous devices^ fo perilous 
both to the aSiors and the audience, libera 
nos^ Domine t 

Dr. Samuel |ohnfon, though fiill of hu- 
mour himfelf, hated a fool-born j>est, as 
pur ShakiSfpeare's King Hehry when growji 
wife calls it : and I have feldom feen him 
much more angry than he was with me, 
one mornings at Weft Chefter ; while fotni? 
gentlernlri of thd town was (hewing us the 
curidfities of fo ancient and refpedtablc a 
place foi^ our Doftor was flow, and 
heavy, and fhoft-iighted ; ahd by the time 
he had bfegilh td examine al^d difcufs one 
thing, our brifker Cicerone .fet us all going 
in chace of another. This went on a while; 
and I faw impatience ftruggling with civility 
in Johnfon's countenance, when he fuddenly 
alked xne — in order to ftop him, I fuppofe — 
Y 2 . " Pray 
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^ Pray what is this gcntlcman^s name, who 
accompanies us fo officioully?'* — " I think 
they call him Harold (replied I); and per- 
haps you'll find him to be of the family of 
Harold Harefoot^ he runs with us at fuch a 
rate/* — 6h! madam, you had rather crack 
a JOKE, I know, than flop to leara any thing 
I can teach ; fo take the road you were bom 
to run." 





jtTDGMENT» DISCERNMENT, CRITICISM* 



*Tis MrJth cur judgments as our watches, noni " 
Go juft alike, yet each believes his own, 

fays Mr. Pope j while his arch tormentoir 
Dennis tells us, and very rightly too, that 
JUDGMENT is a cool flow faculty, which 
attends not a man while in the rapture o£ 
poetic compofition. It is not then fynony- 

mout 
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mOUS to BISCERNMENT, whlch I fliould 

?all an acute and penetrating power, quick- 
fighted ever to mark a defeat, often ani- 
mated enough likewife in chace of a beauty, 
Thefe qualities ought above all others to 
unite in formation of a man of the world 
and a critic. Jean Rouflet fays, that if Car- 
dinal Alberoni had been as judicious in 
keeping clofe his own fentiments from a 
rival or coadjutor as he was adroit to dis- 
cern theirs, no man could have hoped ever 
to reach his Ikill iri ihcjcavoir-^vivr^: whilG: 
every writer who wiflxes to extend his fame 
through future ages, will readily agree that 
the CRITICISM which we all acknowledge 
to be a faculty happily combined of judg- 
ment and DISCERNMENT, is the true am- 
ber wherein good poetry defires to be pre* 
fervedand feen through — folid yet clear, as. 
Ovid fays fo fweetly, 

tt t eburnea fiquis 
jj^i^na tegat c^aro, vel Candida lilia, vitro. 

73 Such 
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Such CRITICISM really and Bona Jfds 
jpoflefTes the property feilfely by the ancient^ 
attributed to Afphodel, which fo|r that rea^ 
fon they planted near burying-^ounds, in 
order to fupply with proper noi^riflimcnt tl^ 
manes of the dea4. 



£ALENDARt ALMANACE, REGISTES. Qf 
TIME. 



THEvfirft of thefe words I have written 
with a kappa, becaufe fcholars tell n?e that 
*tis of Greek derivation, and comes from 
their verb to call — as the prieft appointed to 
obferve the new moon gave notice on hi$ 
firft difcerning her appearance in the hea- 
vens by a call tp him who prefidcd over the 
facrificest Almanack is an' Hebrew or 
Arabic word ; and feems, I know not very 
wpll why, to hs^ve reference towards aftro-? 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 327 

' hgfi Xvhilft for the true register of 
TIME we muft depend upon thfe kalen- 
BAR, That of Numa Pompilius contented 
a warlike nation like the Romans for near 
feven hundred years: but Cj3efar, who unite4 
learning and genius to his military talents, - 
reformed the abufes which had crept in ; 
not' however changing the names^ which rjC- 
mained the fame even through Pope Gre- 
gory's ftill more philofophical and complete 
reform^ation, fixteen hundred years after 
Julius Csefar's time ; a veneration for litera- 
ture and reverence for antiquity having re- ^ 
ftrained every virtuous and wife prince, nay » 
every mad and tyrannical one, except Nero, 
from fuch prefumption. ffe indeed among 
his other ftrange exploits ftruck at the ka- ' 
LENDAR, intending the infertion of his own 
and his favourites' names ; but the defign 
died with him, and fans^uhttides, were de- 
. ferred till 1 793. The month Quintilis was 
called July, in honour of the firft Caefar, by 
Y 4 Mark ' 
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Mark Antony during hia confutate ; ai>d th« 
like cpiiipliiQent was paid to Auguftus aftep 
]iid dfee^e, but I forget how early* Na 
(hange of name haci been endured from theii 
till ppw, III Dangt's Pidionary of Anti^ 
quitieg aii old Roman kai-^ndar is pre- 
ferved, where I ufed to read and laugh at 
this article : — From the 14th of January 
to the 33d, xvkke^ days^ by order of the Se-^ 
natt^^ Surely the. Ponyenfion muft have 
appropriated thefe with great exadlnefs, a^ 
their king's murder plofed the number fq 
completely. Every month was however? 
finder proteftipn of fome divinity \ but our 
modern inftitptprs of new puftoms defpife afl 
licknowledgments of that over-ruling Eror? 
vidence which they daily an^ hourly in-, 
fult. 

If is however fcarce pardonable in ^ 
Chriftian writer to fpeak fo lightly as \ do 
now, when tracing the condudi of men re- 
fplvpd to provoke the vengeance of Heaven 
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la Its fuUed; extent^ by the s^bolitslott of th« 
Decalogue given by God in perfoa to hi^ 
people, and confirmed by him inaamafe fouiw 
teen hundred ^nd ninety years after^ WbeOr 
the fetting apart a feventh day for neft was 
infifted upon, Qur Saviour Chrift faid — ^Keep 
the Commandments: and though hi$ fol^ 
lowers changed the Jewifli fabaoth for the 
day on which he rofe again from tbe dead| 
a tranfadlon Ilill more iptereilipg than, 
the finifh of creation itfelf—/i&j/ day has 
been venerated by every fedt, every modifi- 
cation of Chriftians, either by a cheerful ce-* 
lebration of the happinefs it has enfured to 
us, as in the^Romifh church — or by a peciK 
Jiar fandity of manners and decency of be* 
haviour, as among the proteflants. No one 
who called himfclf a Chriftianof any deno* 
mination would however fail to refjped a 
day fo confecrated by repofe from labour, 
;^nd rational meditation on the bleflings we 
f eceiye j till thefe ijicw inftruftora of mian- 

kin4 
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kind arofe^ and inflituted decades for the 
mere purpofc of avoiding Sunday, and cut- 
ting off from their deluded followers all com- 
munication with Heaven — left pcradventure 
they might receive illumination, and leara 
to condemn a caufe fo facrilegious, a con- 
duct fo grofs and fliamelefs. 



KING, SOVEREIGN, MONARCH, PRINCE, 
DUKE» 



WORDS differing little except in cty^ 
mology, and ever challenging refped from 
pian, who firft invented them in earlicft ag^S 
to flxcw the original and neceffary prdpen- 
fity of our nature to diftinguifli itfelf from 
inferior creatures equally gregarious, not 
merely by choofing a chief (for Heaven has 
bcftowed that inftindt. oa many animals, 
cranes, bees, but by electing as head of 

thofc 
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thofe more enlightened tribes, which form 
the human r^ce, fome perfpa eminent above 
• bis fallows for fpme quality well underftood 
and by them juftly efteemedj fitted in fhort 
for the fupreme command, by native, or ac^ 
quired, or hereditary excellence — a bene- ^ 
fadtpr, oj: the fon of a benefaflpr to their 
coinmunity, to whona they in gr?iteful re- 
gar4 gave titles pf honour and diftiri^ioQ. 

Thus Cambden I believe and Verftegan 
agree, that the term king, of Saxon deri- 
vation, is drawn from Cyninj ; whence the 
Tartars call their chan likewife— the origi-. 
nal word, when traced to the root's extre- 
jnity, fignifying, as I am told, moJIJlout and 
valiant ; as the firft kings were monfter- 
tamers, men willingly followed by thofe 
below them in prowefs, to the great labours 
of clearing ground, killing wild beafts, mak- 
ing fenced cities and the like — firft in diffi- 
culties ever, as firft in place — painful though 
glprious pre-eminence ! 
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Yet thefe were Ytrtuea of a meaner rank* 

Perfeftions that were plac'dxa bones and nerves > 
Souls more refinM were bent on higher views^ 
To civilize the rude unpolifli^d world, 
And lay it under the reftrain^of laws; 
1^0 make man iiiiid and fociabk to man> 
TjO cultivate the wild, licentious lavage 
With wifdom, difcipline^ and liberal arts, 
Th' cmbellifliments of life^ 

Aj>i>ison's Cato, 

And true it feepis, that thofe who fight and 
kick agaiaft their king, fight alfo againft 
all and pach of thefe j and far as they fucr^ 
ceed returji to barbarifm, Qh ! may the 
prefent league of royalty be crowned with 
juft fuccefs ! and fav^ all Europe uow^ whilp 
yet 'tis timci firom fin, front forrow and con- 
• fufion, and from relapfe into that fayage ftate^ 
that returning chaos whereto everjr thing 
9ppear3 to tend ! The wor4 rbz mean-* 
ttime, deriving as fhe Scythian riecks^ the 
^panilh ret^ &;c» as Poftel fays, from aa 
pld Hebrew word fignifying the bcad^ feem^ 
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to be the caufe that kings add that {ignatum 
to die firft name now in xhtik Chrifliati 
days ; for monarchs have no fur-names, but 
appellatives— r as Henri Beau-clerc, meaning 
tlic learned ; Philippe le Bel, meaning the 
handfome, &c. And thefe late writers have 
flxewn as little learning as loyalty in finding; 
eut the king of France to be {^ain Louit 
Capet, as they call him^ — feeing that his an- 
ceftor £bigb^ when the nobles chofe to fet 
him up againft Charles DUKE of Lorraine,^ 
in or about the year 987, took the name of 
Capet as bead: for fur-s-name had he none be- 
fore ; and *tis no more his name than George 
JLBX is the name of our own gracious sove* 
&BIGN : his £sitiier was Hugues le Blanc, or 
Grand, who iubdued Lothaire. Dur^ meant 
Ho more than leader or conD27Ctor of armieii 
or of tribes, when young fociety began tm 
form, and mankind rofe above the brutb 
creation by exerting his higheft privilege to 
its nobleft purpofe — that of claffing the ranks 
S . of 
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of humanity and fixing the limits of aggfcJj^^ 
gate life. Te duce is ftill a half provefbialr 
expreflion, and (ignifics attachment to our 
leader. Meantime jwojvarch in the po-» 
liteft language well oppofed to -^jvarch and- 
^ivarchy, denotes a folc and sovereign 
fway: soverain or soufmraw implying 
that this MONARCH was /et over all — ^the 
univerfal governor^ under whom tributary 
PRINCES ruled as Jirjl figures — princeps in 
>their own diftrids — while he, the head of 
gold, held the fupreme jurifdidtion, and to 
him all appeals were made. Four of thefe 
univerfal monarchies are pad; and God has 
explicitly declared by his prophets that th/er« 
fliall be no more fuch he now puniihes 
with'^exemplary fufferings that nation which 
iince our Saviour's coming has alone aimed 
ztUNiFERSAL MONARCHT \ and Ihews to all 
the world that he who cxalteth bimfelf 
fhdl be abafed. 

KNAVERY, 



BRITISH SYNONYMY; 335 



KNAVERY, RASCALITY, WAGGISH FRAUD, 
TRICKS. 



THESE are not quite fynonymous I 
think, the fecond word implying foraewhat 
more ferious than the others. All come from 
the petty malice and buffoonery of fervants, 
in old ariftocratic days admitted to more 
familiarities than now; when rank is lefs 
furely afcertained, and more danger might 
arife from approximating one fituation of 
life with another. 

Knave meant fervant; the knave upon 
the cards in Englifh is valet in French; 
and when Chaucer and his cotemporary 
writers (the elegant ones, for Chaucer 
wrote the high court language of his day) 
mention a knave^ child, as a boy, in 
oppofition to a female child, or girl, htv 
means an beir^ the eUe/l fon of the family 
3 always ; 
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ajway*} becaufe the heir while the ^atlief 

» 

lived was a fervani: — wheiicc indeed the 
motto to the beit of Englahd* 

Paul, a KNAVE of Jefiis Chrift, is fliewil 
m the Duke of Lauderdale's Bible; but there 
tfe doubts of that being genuine^ among 
people conVerfant in fuch matters* Mean- 
time RASCAJL m^ant a lean deer; and the 
keeper of a nobleman or gentleman's patfc 
being the KNAVE he ofteneft converfed 
V(rith, he ufed in iport to call hlni kascal : 
You make fat kasgal^^ Mrs. Doll, fay^ 
Falilaff on this principle. 

Foreigners will now find petty tricks 
and WAGGISH frauds, fuch as April Fool 
Day exhibits in remote provinces, called 
KNAVERY : nearer London that wwd feemrf 
now to mean cheats ayt cards^ or fuch othef^ 
paltry rascalities* 



KNOW*' 



feRif i§H ^oi^lrMV. 



. kiJOWLEDGE, SfclEkCE, WiSlDOM, SCHOtAlt* 
BHIP, STtJDY, LEARNING, ERUDITION. 

— • ■ If "ii 

iTicreby the w^ll-worri tajfert lights 
Wearily away tke watch of nigbt^ 
ISat STUDY) who^ wi^ o^erfraught beadf 
feemembei^d nothing that (he read~ 

tdji bvLi Eftgiiih fatirift j yet !rt vulgar ae-i 
beptatibd is fhe ihade nearly lynonymous 
to the othttr fix Words of a catalogue fo re-^ 
ipedablld) that their dtfcrimibatlonft are well 
worthy to be tfiaced^ could a hand be found 
poflefTed of Hit clivr commanding a maze 
fo intricate^ Till fuch k one ajppearis^ let 
ine with ti«thbling modefly undertake thd 
eharge foreigners Who will venture to 
tread with me tht lovfely though perplexing 
labyrinth, where they will find Wisi)o», 
6r Sophia enthroned in the midfi:, a gift of 
God alone, ^ energy dime^ apparently 
* VOL* I. Z fpon-* 
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fpotitailtfoUs in fome chofen fouls, of powcff 
to endure study, and through her means 
to obtain itNOWLEDGE i not in a limited or 
conftrained fenfe do I fpeak it, but know-» 
LEDGE of ourlelves and of v^hat ftands ja- 
round us ; in a word, science trith her 
numerous ramifications; the ftrongeft branch 
of which perhaps, and hardeft to ftibdue^ is 
that of language, man's firft great diftinc«> 
tion, the bar placed by Opmipoteoce to 
prove and to preferve the dignity of him 
whom he was pleare4 to conftitute lord of 
his £iir creation; — a gift bellowed origi- 
nally upon thofe who, when no longer i^^^ 
nocent, were by that one great faculty alone 
rendered capable of every evil; infomuch 
that God thought fit to confound tbpir pridfl[ 
by his immediate interpofition, d4diQg on 
that occafion miracle to punifhn^eiit; 

Since that unhappy hour, it has beea 
juflly accounted learning for mortals to 
read the precepts of their anceftors, while, 

a» 
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1^ bne of their fweeteft poeti be^ ixptcfka 
it, 

We ^itt in Tandj tur language gtbwft, *^ 
And tike the tide oUr woxt o*erflow^. 

WoirFe ftill 1 while birds aUd beafts have 
all of them a method whereby to complre- 
hend the jxiutual fympathjr o^ amoroua 
emotion^ or friendly inrercourfe, by fotindia 
l^irell underftood j even kings and princes of 
the human face are obliged to call in thti 
aflSftahce of ischolarship in fottie degree, 
in order to know the tongue and dialed of 
that fair whom they would addrefs before 
they can woo her affedlions. 

If this rhapfody Is thought tedidus or of^^ 
fenfive^ as fetting language too high upoii 
the fcale of human acquirements, let us re« 
coUedt that there is nothing worth acquiring 
to be had without this indifjpenfable key to 
it; and although £al2ac terms fuch stu« 
Dies the luggage of antiquity, and Locke 
2 z advifes 
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advifes m to fill the mitid trith tifefuf r(f^ 
fledionSi rather than load it with a weight 
ef ERUDITION — it was perhaps becayfe 
the firft wifhed to conceal his own igno« 
ranee of ancient flyle and dialed, under jui 
affumed contempt; while he intended to 
form a phrafeology wholly his own ia 
France, and render that the criterion of ex- 
cellence. Mr. Locke began the world a 
wit and critic, and half a poet, and made 
epigrams j and one might fay with Prior, 

I'm forry, Sir,^hat youVc difcarided 
The men with whom fo long you herded. 

But his conftitution would not permit 
him to toil through the ftifF clays of gram* 
mar, logic, or fchool learning of any 
fort ; difputes concerning which always put 
him out of humour, his' biographers fay, 
efpecially Mr. P. de Coftc, in his Charader 
father than Life of Locke, printed by Mr. 
des Maizeaux ; and fo he blinded fai$ own 

cycs> 
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fyeS) and thofk of his followers^ with the 
duil raifed by jpefcartes^ till he kept a cloud 
of it thitk between him and the old Arifto« 
telians, and fancied that philofbphy for evei^ 
exploded by French genius^ in good time ! 
and Fretich audacity, Lockers reach of 
mind was fuch, however, he could hot but 
know that, in order our heads ihould be 
ftored.with ufeful reflections, fomewhat 
ihould be provided for us to reflad upcm : 
—and that even moral philofophy,or ethics, 
muft come to the grammarian for elucida* 
tion, as chronology muft de&end to the 
eomputift for proofs — might be fliown from 
a couplet in the ElTay on Man, where Mn 
Pope aflerts pretty roundly — I hope with- 
out underftanding himfelf— thftt 

For mpdf 8 of faifh let grs^celefs zealots fighti 
His can't be wrong, whofe li(e is in the rig&t. 

Now furely the Mahometan paradife is 
00 truer, and the Mahometan £iith no 
Z 3 purer. 
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purest for tl|e good Hve& of fcune mdivldiuii 
MuflTulmen { nox will any Qne b^liev^ tho 
ftory qf ViftnpQ and kU Scvca Mctamor<» 
phpfcs m hour fponer, hfic?iufe they fee 
fon»e good old Bramifi, who b^Ueveg themi 
fig[thful}y, leading an innocent and prailb« 
wo;rthy lifc^ Mr. Gihhon. doea not appear 
to give credit to Polytheifm, or. forbear ta 
laugh at ftories of thofe. deities which, were 
ferioufly enough adored by the incompara-* 
We Scipiq— although he laments their ex- 
clufion, — Ridiculous ! — ^Had then Mr. P^e 
9n\j put, the pfrfonal pronoun in place of 
^^,poj[[ejffivc one^ as non[wiatiye caf^: tq tfao 
verb, and faidj; 

£k 9fiin'tbe wrong whof<^ life is ia the right, 
it h^d been quite fufiicientj^ and ex- 
plained his own meaning clearly j whicl^ 
doubtlefs w^nt no further than to fay how 
a virtuous Muflfulman was as valuable in 
the fight of h|s impartial Creator, as a yir- 
n^gus Chriftian ; and the mor^y of Scipiq 
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(equally dear to God as that of my Lord 
Falkland or Marechal Turennie, So much 
for the influcnGp of grammar on a branch 
f)f STUDY that has pfteh enoygh profefled 
^ lofty contempt of it j — and I could jgive an 
Inftancc of its confequence with regard to 
hiftorical fads too, and the art of negociating 
between cpntending powers, an^ of pen- 
liipg treaties witK cprre^tnefs incapable of 
being eluded by intereft, er dejiied by in- 
ieiifibility. 

The anecdote relates tp a capitulation 0^ 
the Dutch* garrjfoii in Tpijrnay, 1 745, when 
they thought theinfeiyes risflxained by an^ 
jtrticle only from ading for a limited time in 
any of tfxe barrier towns j but fobn found 
put how the grammatical conft^udion of 
the words had' deceiYe4 them, whett the 
Frehqh interprered that convention, as tying- 
tfiem up from aSing iii any palrt cf Eutope*' 
Thfe cavil turned upon- thfe follPWing 
prcffion :— Dutch trobpfr were not to ad m- 
Z 4 any 
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any of the places Us plus rfculeet dc la har^ 
rkrc. Qur lioQefi: Hollanders dpuhtlefs un« 
derftopd de la Jfar^Urc vsx the geaitive cafe j 
Meffieurs les Francois fwo^e t^iey meant 1^ 

in the ablative^ 

3h^ I gQ on ? or have I faid enough ? as 
Milton makes his I4ad7 in Ck)inus exclaim^ 
when praifing Virtue before the throne of 
Vice;— or can enough be faid tp enhance 
• the value of thpfe studies which tend to 
elucidate SCHOLASTIC learning, and^fix^ 
ing the boundaries of language^ feek for their 
obj^d the well underdanding of fpeech \ 

Speech I Thought's canal ! Speech I Thoii{;h^(f criterioii 

Thought {n the niine ma j cofyie forth gold or drofs^ 
When cdittd in words we know its real worth. 

But poetry i^ idle, if we f^e]k to be fublime 
in our defcriptipn of its pa^cellency, its dig-- 
nity, or its power ;-r-for fpeech w^s the en-? 
gine of creative energy. — Hq J^if (b^ 
wfqrd^ axi4 tlf^y w^r^ crated, 

TQ 
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TO LACERATE, TO TEAR, TO REND, TO 
BREAK, TO SEPARATE WITH VIOL^CB, 
TO DIVIDE rORCIBt.Y, TO SW^IT. 



THAT the firft of thefe words fhod^ 
he fo feldom ufed in converfation^ though 
eminently pleafmg, one might enquire long 
»hd find no caufe, UQle& its familiarity with 
the Surgeon's profeflion may be deemed 
pne. Their diftindions between a coMtu/eJ^ 
im itfcifed^ and a lacerated wound may have 
j^veii difgufty and contributed, for aught I 
|»pw, to (he bjtniftment of that expreffion 
from polite fodety, where it would found 
pedantic and improper. In ferious and 
ileady talk cQnc^ing imy important event, 
we yc^ ret^i* it however; and no man 
would be dfTpr^f^d for frying in company, 
that when he looked upon Great Britain in 
% geographical Riap, it ^avf }iim the idea of 

having 
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but experience fays no, notwithfUndlixg 
that its derivation is nearer home than the 
others — if we except speech, that claima 
from Runic origin like itfelf« But the mira-« 
culous gift of TONOUEs,beftowed onChrift*a 
Apoftles by the immediate interpofition of 
God*s Holf Spirit for the purpo/e of pro- 
pagating hi$ divinf precepts, might poiC- 
bJy contribute to the confecration of this 
word from very common pr famUiar ufc^ 
though it yet remains an ornament of poe- 
try; while SPEECH fignifiea more popularly 
a general power of utterance, than a tnod( of 
it appropriated to fome particular nation. 
Idiom implies the caft of expreffion and turn 
of difcourfe belon^ng to a language, and 
D I ALE CT runs into fub-dl*ifion5, as the coun- 
try where 'tis fpoken divides into provinces 
or diflrids. Thefe dialects in England, 
France, or Spain, where there is (or ought to 
be) one government only, are mefe corru^ 
tioiis not modifications of the l Aj^oy aq¥a^ 

In 
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'th ttaly, as hw'etofore in Greece, mattcrt 
are very dlffertntj each ftatc has a fepafate 
code of laws, diftinft manners, drefles, ha- 
bits of life depeiident on thek different go^- 
vemments ; feme of which are monarchical, 
{omt purely ariftocratical : in countries fo 
diverfified, the language varies too, • and al- 
moft every dialect is a written one. — 
have feen books in Milanefe, and tranfla- 
tions from the Tufcan into Venetian fre- 
iquently:~indeed you fee upon the iigns, 
&c. when you come into a new ftate, all 
over Italy; for, though th^ accompliflicd 
ladies of the court and profeiTed fcholars 
fpeak to you in Florentine^ or we fay 
Italian^ the ordinary people fcarce know of 
fuch a tongue either at Naples, Genoa, or 
Turin, where either French or the provin- 
cial patois falutes your ear fo conftantly, 'tis 
difficult to fuppofe yourfelf in that nation of 
which you ftudied the language when in 
England. In the Venetian date I faw a 
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mzxk who I had httn told was Ghrgh 
Scend&iie Write his name upoti his doooF 
ZofTsa Zendon ; and it ufed to be my f|)6fi 
to talk MHaaefe with an old Tufcan la-^ 
^uais de place at Eorence^ and he called it 
Turkijb^ nor would believe it was a dialed 
ofltaly. 

Meantimd speech is the cbmprehi^niiv^ 
word ufed fertouily for a tranfcendentali 
" There is neither speech nor language*^ 
(fays thii pfalmift), but th^ir vdiees are 
htiard among thenu" — In s#jeech be theft 
eight parts following," fays our Lilly's Gram-J 
mar; a book that boafls a conflellation ot 
fcholarlhip and learning in thofe who com^ 
poled it, which hardly any 6thcr of thcf 
iame fize can ihow; while the illuftrioutf 
names of Erafmus, Dean Collet, Lillys and* 
I believe Sir Thomas Mor^ himfelf, ef&balitt 
^ad preferVe it for as long as literature fhatt) 
]f& in. this kingdom. An example to take^ 
i;a our five words at the head of this afdcle^ 

i^ull 



l&uft^ not j^oweveir be fprj^ptten t it 
he made t^o rt4p thns : 

Charles Quint \^as^ noted for faying^ ttat 
fp ip^any LANGUAOE^^ a man knowS|^j^ 
many times is he nun. If this pofition be 
tniej^ what a mortal muft. t^e in^erpre^ 
tcr of Sultstn Solyman have been ! who 
was faid to have fpqken twenty-feve^ divers 
rTONGUEs With .fjuency, and eafe, ainong 
which were foiije Malabarick. t)iA.LECts^ I 
truft ; and even the clucking speech of the 
Hottentots muft- have been called ia fbp tibtf 
purpofe of making out fo furprifingly great 
a variety* It is not, how^ever, knowing a 
number of names for one thing, that confti^ 
tutes a philologer like James Harris, or like 
Samuel Johnfon, although it may make a 
linguift like Baretti. 

And fure, fa'id I, you find yourfelf fo able^ 
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Vhiie to difcoVir ilig rd&t and grafp 
ftem of language; to inveftigafe its C[iia4 
iities, to^ examine iiitd its Cblours } to leani 
ike ramifications, imd form acquaintance 
imih the idioms, thofe flowei-s that adota it i 
to preferve their Tweets, and ftore therii up 
a valuable provilioh of mateiials for thd 
arts of Logic, Rhetorid^ ahd Poetry — ' 
this is the ufeful, and tiot imdelightfid 
deftination of a fcholaf's life — 

While &om Icienee* proud tnt tki rich fruit he receive^ 
Who cpuU lhake the whole trunk, while they tum'd i 
fewleaTe84 



tARGE, BIG, BULKY, GREAT4 



THAT thefe words ai'e ntarty fyftony^ 
tnous,^ vre doubt not; that they are not 
vhoUj fOi may be^ feen by applying them 

diflfer- 
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d2Ferently, atid placing them clofdy with^ 
out imputation of tautology, while we af- 
firm, that Mr. Bakewell's large breed of 
iheejp in Leicefterfliire produced in the year 
i78ojor then shouts, a ram fo bulky, as? 
at three years old' to meafure two feet five 
inches-high,' and five feet ten inches round his 
body^ or, as we exprefs it, in the girth. Such 
is the effed of care and cultivation ; which 
Jn laniferous animals is of apparent life, 
becaiufc fo much wool may be ^thcred off a 
body fo LARGE itt circumference/ Great 
cattle however fcaicely Can be faid to an- 
fwer the pains taken fo incre^fe their frze: 
A BIG cow is not found to give as much 
more or as much better milk than: her com- 
panions, as will pay the farmer . for the" 
deep pafttire ihe ftands in need of, and for 
Iiis unremitted attention in change and re- 
newal even of that j berides that the breed- 
t^ill revert back to the natural magnitude 
t^tTf year, unlefs much money is fpeht, 
VQL. !• A a and . 
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and pains taken to prevent it : — and I Be^ 
lieve LAR<JE oxen in countries where they 
plough with them^ do no mart work, and 
do that work no better^ than beafts of the 
common imdcgenerated ike. Such plesk 
fures will at length end where they began 
—in mere experiment ; for Nature when 
preffed out of her common courfe refent* 
die infult, and drives man back by means 
unknown even to himfelf— *back to the 
beaten road, fo fure as he ever was difpdfed 
ro quit it; whatever fbrange temptation 
might feduce, whatever kiquifitivc philofo^ 
phy might prompt him. 



LAVISH, PROFUSE. PRODIGAL, 



THESE adjedives end in a climax; for 
he who begins by being lavish will foon 

become 
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becom0 PROFUSE, and finlih y^lih ^owmg 
fo completely prodigal, that no income wiU 
fupply his wafteful and ridiculous excefs^ 
This lafi word is for that reafon turned into 
a fubftantive, and expreffes a man guilty of 
all fucli riotous follies as are afcribed to th^ 
youth in our BlefTed Saviours well-knowa 
parable. — ^Tropes of poetry and rhetoric do 
moft certainly and daily^, as Doftor Johnfoa 
fays, encroach upon our profe, and the 
metaphorical becomes the current fenie in 
time. This aflfenion is obvioiifly trute in the 
naming one of our very ccMnmon fruits — 
called at jftrfi pofObly the neSlarine or ne&a^ 
reous fruit, in order to diftinguifh it as fu- 
perior to all others in flavour ;— ^d mm 
'tis known by that name only,~With re- 
gard to the words upon my lift, the fame 
Dodpr Johnfon widi his accufiomed wiA 
dom oblerved, That a young man naturally 
(difpofed to be lavish ever appears bef^ 
with temptations to extend his foUy^ and 
A a 2 become 
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becoiAe eminently profuse, till he cart 
fcarcely avoid ending his days a. prodigal, 
diftrefled on every fide in mind, body, and 
eftate; for while tlie neighbours and ac- 
quaintance reprefs that Ipirit of penurious 
niggardlinefe which now and then betrays 
itfelf in a boy of mean education-^becaufe 
from that bafenefs indulged no pleafure or 
pr ofit can accrue to ftanders by — they all 
encourage an empty-headed lad in idle and 
expenfive waftefulnefs, from whence fome- 
thing may poffibly drop into every gaping 
mouth? - 1 never myfelf heard a ftory of 
prodigality reduced to want, yet keeping 
up its dharaQer in the very hour of delpair, fo 
Well authenticated as the following, which I 
gained from a native of Italy* 

Two gentlemen of that country wcne 
walking l^jfiirely up the Hay-Market fdmc. 
' time in the year 1749, lamenting the fate of 
• the famous • Cuzzona, an ad:refs who fomie 
time •'before had been m high vogue, but 

I 

I 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 357 

was then a$ they heard in a very pitiable* 
fituatkm. Let us go and vifit her, faid one of 
them, fhe Uvcs but over the way. The 
other cpnfented j and calling at the door, they 
were fhewn up (lairs, but found the faded 
beauty dull and fpiritlefs, unable or un- 
T^'illing to conyerfe on any fubjed«, How's 
this ? cried one of her confolers, are you 
ill? or is it but Jowipirits chains your 
tongue fo ? — ^Neither, replied flie : 'tis hun* 
get I fuppofe. I ate nothing ycfterday, and 
now 'tis paft fix o'clock, and not one penny 
have I in the worid to buy me any food* 
---Gome with us inftantly to a tavern, we will 
treat you with the bed roaft fowls and Pbrt 
wine that London can produce.-^-But I will 
have neither my dinner nor my place of eating 
it prefcribed to me^ anfwered Cuzz^ona in a 
fhaxper tone— dfe I need never have want- 
ed. Forgive me, cries the friend — do your 
own way; but eat in the name of God, and 
j^ftqre faintbg nature^ — She thanked him 
: . Aa3 then, 
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then, and calling to her a friendly wretch 
who inhabited the fame theatre of mifery, 
gave hm the guinea the vifitor accompanied 
his laft words with, and Run with this mo* 
ney, faid flie, to fuch a wine- merchant — nam- 
ing him ; he is the only one keeps good To- 
kay by him— 'tis a guinea a bottle, mind 
you~lo the boy-^and bid the gentlemaa 
you buy it of give you a loaf into the bar-t 
gain— he won't refufe. In half an hour or 
lefs the lad returned with the Tokay. But 
where, cries Cuzzona, is the loaf I fpoke for ? 
The merchant would give me no loaf, replies 
her meflenger ; he drove me from the door, 
and alked if I took him for a baken — ^Block* 
head ! exclaims flie, why I muft have.bread 
to my wine you know, and I have not a 
penny to purchafe any — Go beg me a loaf 
direftly. The fellow returns once more 
with one in his hand and a hal^enny, tell* 
ing *em the gentleman threw him three, 
and laughed at his impudence* — She. gave 

her 
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her Mercury the money — ^broke the bread 
into a wafh hand bafon which ftood near^ 
poured the Tokay over it, and devoured 
the whole with eagernefe. This was in- 
deed a heroine in pROJUSiaN. Some ^dive 
well-wifliers procured her a benefit after 
this ; fhe gained about 3^.qL 'tis.faid, and 
laid out two hundred of the money inftantly 
in a JbelUcap : they wore fuch things then* 
But Dodor Johnfon had always fome ftory 
at hand to check extravagant and wanton 
waftefulnefs. His iraprovifo verfes made on 
a young Heir's coming of age are highly ca- 
pable of reftraining fuch folly, if it is to be 
reftrained : they never yet were printed, I 
believe. 

Long cxpefted one-and^twenty, 
lingering year, at length is flown 5 
Pride and pleafurc, pomp and plenty, 
Great — * ^ arc now your own. 

Loofen'd from the mmor's tether^ 
Free to mortgage or to fell, 
- . 7 Aa4 Wild 
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Wild as wind, and light as feather. 
Bid the fops of thrift farewell. 

Call the Betfeys, Kate$ and Jennies, 
All the names that banifh care ; 
Lavish of your grandfirtf s guineas. 
Shew the;fpirit of an heir. 

AH that prey on vice or folly 
Joy to fee their quarry fly j 
There the gamcfter light and jolly, 
There the lender grave and fly. 

Wealth, my lad, was made to wander^ 
Let it wander as it will ; 
Call the jockey, call the pander. 
Bid them come and take their fiU* 

When the bonny blade caroufcs, 
Pockets full, and fpirits high — 
What are acres ? what are houfes ? 
Only dirt or wet or dry . 

ShoulAthc guardian friend or mother 
Tell the woes of wilful wafte ; 
Scorn their counfel, fcorn their pother-^^ 
■^ou can h^ng or drown at laft. 
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lAWLESS, LICENTIOUS, 1VILD| 
• UNGOVERNABLE, 



THESE Typrds above all others take thdr 
fenfe — and their fynonymy, if fynonytnous 
they are — from converfation. — We fay 4 
LICENTIOUS writer, an ungovernable 
fchool-boy, a wiLi? young fellow^ and a 
LAWLESS multitude. Whatever is unreftrain- 
f d, whatever is prefumptuous, may claim 
thefe epithets adjedivially. — The firft is how- 
ever ten times for one ufed as an adverb ; 
in verfe almoft always — fmce Dryden's time, 
who feldom ufing compound epithets often 
ftrengthens^ his meaning by giving; two- 
Blind as the Cyclop, nay more blind than hcj 
They own'd a i,AWLE3S, favage liberty, 
Like that, our painted anceftors once priz!d, 
Ere empire's arts their breads had civiliz'4* 

"^hile Pope in more modern phrafc— left 

energetic 
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energetic from its fuperior elegance and 
polifh perhaps— but very beautifully ex- 
claims : 

Let earth unbalanc*d from her orbit ty. 
Planets and funs run lawless through the Iky : 
]Let ruling angels from their fpheres be hurPd, 
Being an being wlreck*d-*-and world on world ; 
AH this dread order breaks for whom ? for thee^ 
VUewormI — Ohmadncft! pride! impiety! 

Would not one think he had been writing 
to citizen Danton or CoUot D'Herbois of 
the French Convention ? Meantime tlie fe* 
cohd word on our lift has commonly a mo*^ 
ral fenfe tacked to it beyond what naturally 
follows the other three. Such a one, fay we, 
leads a LICENTIOUS life, I wonder what, 
will come of it: he was ftrangely ungo-' 
VER^ABLB when a lad, and expelled from 
the military academy at Woolwich for his 
WILD pranks and extravagant conduft : in^ 
capable of being retrained by the rules 
fif any £bci^ty--hb friends, then fent him to 
. - .Cea, 
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fea, where he headed a mutiny, in which 
the captain was confined in irons till Va« 
gario and his comrades had gained firm po& 
felfion .of the £hip : they put out the yawl , 
then, fet their commander and the three 
officers who held with him, on board her ; 
and leaving them in the midft of the Pa^ 
cific Ocean to find their way how and 
where they could, carried oflf the veflel^ 
and turned pirates, fubjedi to no controul, 
and with claims to no protedion. How a 
ftate fo LAWLESS can long exift, I know 
not. The young fellow was once heard of 
fince, as having touched at Otaheite— -a fit 
{dace enough for one fo favagely difpoled* 
Cambden teUs us of a court called law- 
less court in England^ held at King^s Hill 
fomewhere in Effex, every WednelHay mom- 
ing at early dawn from Michaelmas to Ghiift- 
mas ; where they have none but fire*light 
to do bufinefs by, s^d he who owes fuitand 

fervice 
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• 

i^rriee there forfeits- his rent if he fails in 
hh attendance. He telfs us too, tliat this 
was a puniihment impoled on the tenants 
there, for having once aflembled at that 
VNLAWFtJi. hoar, with inteiit to raile a - 
commotion. I>fuppofe the ufage is fallen 
into decay, now that old cuftoms are in a 
general ftate of relaxation* Perhaps our 
whnefling the dreadful e5b£t$ of ung 6- 
TEKNCB f&ry in a neighbouring nation, 
mxy give us fpirit tp hold feft however by 
oiir legiflative powers and conftituted ait- 
ihority } eonfcious that to piaintain f£em is 
to fupport mpfcl^cs^^ and fave our living 
perfons from maflftcre, oiir dead bodies 
from faerilegious Ipoilers, whith in France 
naw tear up the corpfes of Jtheir departed 
kin^s, and flxip with Javage^ wfthunhe^d 
^f gceedinefs— the facrcd dead for gain,/ 
~What> wonder ?-^When commerce Ian*, 
guilhes,: indnftry . fleets,, war roars, andi 

hunge? 
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litinger rages — down they come like troopi 
of wolves defcrlbed by Thoxnfoa in hisSea* 
fons: 

Burning for blood — ^bony, and gaunt, and grirn^ 
All is their prize : they faften on the ftced, 
FrcU him to earth, and pierce l\is mighty heart ; 
Nor can the •bull lib awful bona 4ef endf » 
Or (hake the murderous lavages awaj. 
E.apacious,at the mother's threat they fly, 
And tear the fcreaming infant from herbreaft. 
Even Beauty — force divine ! at whofe bright glance 
The generous Jion ilands in fdFteny ga^e. 
Here bleeds a helplefs, undillinguifh'd prey. 
Sut if, appriz'd of the fevere attack. 
The country be fliut up; lur'd by %hc fccnt, - 
On church-yards drear, inhuman to relate. 
The difappointed prowlers fall — ^and dig 
The flirowdcd body from the grave, and there, 
IVIix'd withfoi^ (hades and frighted ghoftf-^'tbey howL 
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LAY, SONG, BALLAD; POETICAL Oa 
MUSICAL COMPLAINT. 



I SHOULD not have iaid musical 
COMPLAINT here, had I not hoped the foft 
nightingale's pathetic ftrains would in fomc 
meafure have juftified the exprcffion. Yet 
I doubt not but in ancient days, when lay 
meant fomething pofitive, and the beft ly- 
ricks in the old provengal performances im^ 
plied no more, nor ever could have obtained 
any higher name — ihey were always fet^ 
and commonly fung too: for the three 
fifters then lived very kindly together, and 
Poetry had not learned to defpife family af^ 
fiftance ; when a painted explanation of the 
lover's ladoefs ornamenting the top of a very 
mournful ballad, with a few fimple notes 
to which he fung. it under the fair one's 
window, rendered thefweet lay irrefiftible; 

7 and 
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and I much wonder that Dr. Bun^y, in his 
delightful Hiftory of Mufick, did not give 
us a beautiful fpecimen from Pere Mourguy 
of an ancient lay, printed as fuch in his 
learned Trcatife upon French Poetry. I 
cannot myfelf refill the plesrfure of inferting 
and imitating it ; although that is a pow^r 
the lad named author has Co much of, 
^is half infolent .to attempt tranllating 
what he forbears. 

Sur Fappuy du mondef 
Que faut il qu'oxi fonde 

D'Efpoir? 

Cette mcr profonde 

En debris feconde 

Fait voir ; 

Calme au matin londe^ 
£t Torafge y gronde 

Le foir. 

On this world's foundation 
Who their hopes would place ? 
Theyfliould find, alas I 
Kothing but Tcxation. 

ShipwrecW 
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ShipwrecEM failors wc 
On life's flatt'ping fca. 
Find it calm i* th* morning,' 
But, the night returning^ 
On fome rocky coaft,' 
po^ fouls! are loft, . 

To the old lay, trochaick meafure was^ 
.indifpenfable, as. I have read ; among mo^ 
darn ones Pope^s third Paftoral ^eems pret- 
tieft and neareft to original ideas ; but he 
called profefledly on Virgil's mufe for afliA- 
ance, fo that imitation is provided againft,^ 
and pardoned.' 

Ye Manfuan nymphs ! your facred fuccours brings 
fiylas and .Sgon'^s rural r.Afs I fing. 

The vrord is now ufed for almoft every* 
metrical compofition, and foreigners .will 
find it accepted fo too often : this is hbw- 
ever mere effect of ignorance ; a tAY can 
mean only a fong or verfes exipreffive of 
complaint^ as the French from' tsrhom we get- 

k derive the word from LE^su^y^a fiineral- 

fong^ 



J 
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long or dirge ; aind though Johnfon confi* 
ders it as of Danifli etymology, from leey, 
'tis ftill a lamentation every way. 
• Ballad," fays Dr. Watts, " once fig* 
nified a folemn, fad, and facred fong ; bilt the 
word now applies only to trifling verfes."— 
Would it be tt>o fancy for me to venture a 
conjecture that it once meant a rondeau or 
roundelay, either in the poetry or the mufic? 
'Tis the formation of the word which leads ' 
me fo to fancy — the ball means but dan* 
cing in a circle; the ballad I believe meant 
finging in one. 



LENITY, MILDNESS, MERCY, GENTLENESS. 



VIRTUES admired by Pagan?, Tecom- 
mended to Chriftians, enjoined by Maho- 
jnet, commanded by God when he gave 

VOL. 1. B b ^ laws 
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laws in perfdn^to a people he was pleafed tc» 
caU peculiarly his own : qfilalittes by modem 
phUofophy confidered as non-exifi^lit, by 
modern manners annulled^ and by Freftch 
maxims tocally^aboliihed ; fbr, if aU men ^are 
equal,* MERCY is no inore— and faow ihali 
LtmTY be Ihewn when punifimient is not 
in our power? who fhatt be praifed for 
^ii.Di^£SS, where roiigher ddndu£t woulcf 
only be retorted by ength perhaps fupe^ 
rior to our own ? We live m an ige^'* 
fays a grieat writer, fifteen years ngo, " 'when 
it feems to be a fort of public :^rt to coi£- 
temn all authority which cannot be en- 
forced:*' — but let us r e membe r , that with 
authority goes away obedience, loyalty, fide* 
\ V. . Jity among the lower daffes— gentleness 
and generofity among thofe who no longer 
have an opportunity to ihew fuch exoellen* 
tics' of nature* Trajan and Turenhe fink 
into common foldiersj and the eihperor^ 
tearidg'hU own' robe to 1>itxd die wounds of 
a ^fldming 



|i fainting warrior, lofes all value on thi^ 
new plan of regulation, when he would hate 
been his comrade only, not his prince. Tu-* 
renne and his lacquejr no longer make a 
ftoij worth xeqordiog^; yet will we tell it for 
the hpnpur of Fraope 4n 4^79 y^kfm A^a^^ 
tnt ideas prevailed there. 

The Marechal w^ ^loplgin^ undrejft 9Vt 
of his palace window, and from an apfut^ 
ment in it which he feldom ufed ; the Jootf^ 
jnan, little (ufpeding/twas his j^after^ hjlt 
him a fmart r^p.on .the l^ead as htftpoped 
«id kawd forward — ^^VWhat ,now?'* c?x- 
daimed Tiirenne. The terrified (ervant fil- 
tered outj, trembUng, / thought it ifad been 
Ceorge^ my lord, ^ But if it bad been 
Oeorge, child, thou (ho^ldft not have ftruck 
fo hard," replied the hero— who, in de- 
fimcc to the maadms of .Rochefoucault, was 
.ceruinty ittch even to hi» valeb4e-chambre: 
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LEVITY, INCONSTANCY, UNSTEADINESS, 



ARE nearly if not ftridly fynonymous i 
for he' who is difpofed to levity in friend- 
fliip well warrants a fufpicion of his incon- 
StANCY in love ; although the words here 
muft not be ufed alternately : nor would a 
wife m^n chaofe fuch ^ charader for parf- 
nerftiip in bulinefs, nor would he wiHingly 
accept him as coadjutor in ftate ' niatteis, 
becaufe ho temper is fo certainly fataf to af- 
* fairs of cdnfequence as an irrefolute one, 
which gives difpofition towards wavering oii 
every fubjed, either from natural Hghtnefs 
of mind, or from that almoft equally vex- 
atious tiNSTEADiNJESS of condudt, £b fre- 
quently the efFed of too much philofophy, 
and a way people- get into, more with their 
own applaufe than that of their neighbours, 
of weighing every thing fo nicely, and in- 

veftigating 
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veftigating every thing fo clofely, that find- 
ing faults in all, as in all fublunary things 
faults muft be found, they refolve on no- 
thing till that time is paft in which any thing 
can be done, . , 



LEVITY, AIRINESS, GAIETY, HILARITY, 
GOOD SPIRITS. 



THE laft of thefe Is the common con- 
verfation phpafe for that ftrain of cheerful- 
nefs which in a profefled wit is called hila- 
rity, in a fine lady gaiety and airiness, 
but in an every day companion of no pecu- 
liar chara(fter or confequence, mere good 
SPIRITS J as if we would imply that fuch 
manner was more the efFedl of corporeal 
than mental powers. It may be'fo fome- 
times ; but good breeding often puts on the 
ma^k of levity in gay circles, whence if 
B b 3 ferioufnefs 
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ferioufncfs^er^ not excluded^ fadnefs wotiki 
fodti come it); and no one has a right to ex^ 
dte unpleafiflg in the mind of others 
tiief for the ptitpofe of being happy together 
for a few hours. They are not all fynony* 
xnous, however, I have often obferved chil- 
dren, fpoiied ones we will fay, in whom le- 
ViTY of manners was ccnnedled with fallen 
perverfeneft of temper, and an pbftinate refo-^ 
lution to regard nothing that did not immedi- 
ately tend to their own amnfement. Real and 
genuine hii,aRJTY meantime is notfeldom 
the eife^a of a mind feftile in ideas and over* 
^owingwiththatgoodhumourwhlchjohnfon 
defines a habit of being pleafed. Such a foul 
Jevigated by profperity foon mounts into 
AiRiJ^ESS of temper, and fettles without 
much difficulty in a ftate of agreeable ahd 
JiabitUal QAiEty viable in the countenance,^ 
tth? manners and converf^tion of our fami^ 
]iar life; ftanding little in need of adfci-. 
titiQus Ijelp from paftiroes^ crowds, drink, oy 

t«mult\iQW* 
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t^l^jultdjDUS diyprfions^ ^vhich only conftitute 
^oyffcx of fprcing out momentary flafliea 
c(f l^alf-rartificifl fnerriinpnt, \jjfe firework? 

fin^ fi;44cf^ly and f xpire on the inftan^, 
lc?iyiqg ^lot oply a dar^ gloorq ^ut an ill fa- 
^ouj behii^d. 



LIBELLER, DEFAMER. LAMPOONER, 
SATIRIST. 



TIJ p laft of thefe gentleman will perhaps 
cpipplain that I have ti]^ELL£D his charac-' 
ter by placing it befide the other three. Yet 
'tis bwt hi$ intcnjtion^ beft known to bimfelf 
too^ that preferveSp if indeed it does of right 
preJferye him, from a phce among this clafs 
of i^o^ious although in fome degree ufeful 
animals ; the hornets, walps, and ftinging 
flies of life, which emulate the vulture's vo- 
racity without her force, the ferp.eut's venom 
B h 4 too 
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too without being poffeffed of his fubtlety. 
Our SATiRPST is however confelTedly tlie 
nobleft creature of the tribe; for he does not, 
like the defamer, fix upon one perfon in 
particular to calumniate, but cenfures (as he 
fays, with hope of reforming) the fex or 
nation, or fpccies in general, which comes 
within the fcope of his indignation; that in- 
dignation which he would willingly make 
us believe was only raifed by vice ; — whilft 
his imitators, flieltered by his example, and 

^ the ill-advifed countenance given to his 
works, detradt from virtue, and flander in- 
nocence, under ^the merry appellation of 
LAMPOONERS. Foreigners may learn in 
England, which teems with thefe infedls al- 
moft peculiar to our climate, that he is with 

. moft propriety termed a libeller who in- 
fults fuperiority with reproach, taking Tber^ 
files for his Grecian model ; while the lam- 
pooners love myfterious mifchief and 
filthy refearch, and ought to confider the 

Romap 



9 

BRITISH SYNONYMY. 377 

Roman Clodius as head and prefident of 
their detefted fe£t. But defame&s, who are 
'tis agreed leaft worthy our attention, as fur- 
theft removed out of the ranks of humanity, 
claim no higher patron fure than Shake- 
fpeare's Caliban^ who turns upon his ben6- 
fadtors,, and fays, as fome of them might well 
have done, 

You taught me language and my profit on't 
Is^I know how to curie ; the red plague rid ye 
For leatning me your language^ ' 

Such beings are howev^er beft negledied, and 
they are foon forgotten : the moft compen- 
dious and witty anfwer to them all is that 
little epigram firft publifhed in Dodfley's 
Colle£tion, thence taken and put into every 
other, 

Lie on, while my revenge fliall be 
To fpcak the very truth cf thee. 



1-0 
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To LIKE, TO CHOOSE WITH PREf ERENClS, 
TO APPROVE, TO BE PLEASED WITH^ 



ARE i^rbs'anailogpus no doubt, but f^cs- 
^ will they 4«ive at true fj^onypay, whilf 
young people in particular have the miffof* 
tune to BE PLEASED WITH many compa-r 
nions themfelvcs can fcarce fty they ap- 
prove ; and tkofe who are pail the heat of 
youth as often are induced by folid reafom 
enough to choose with preference a 
wife they dp not j-ike at alK Tet have we 
no words that better exprefs our meaning, 
from which efteem runs as wide away on 
one fide as love does on the other* Even 
family afFei^ion is removed to a ptodigioua 
de^ee of diflancefrom liking ; as may be 
feen by a man's living in familiar intercourfq 
fojr n^any^ years amidft 4 circle of true friends, 
(PPOSBN WITH PREPERENCK (and perhaps 

noi 
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not unworthily)' by himfelf in early daya— 
iince when, that money which 

gained perhaps by their afliftance^ being ac<< 
cumulated to a large mafs from his own fhi* 
gal habits, coming now in the clofe of life 
in queilion to difpofe of, he feels inclined to 
leave — not to his frieods at all, but to re- 
lations ; people he never faw, poffibly never 
heard of, till the attorney called to make his 
will puts him on recolledion of a fifter who 
married to Ireland many years ago, and who 
lias by this time three or four fturdy boys 
that want providing for. Strangers will 
however better underftand the popular ufag^ 
of thefe words by fuch an example as the 
following. We like all companions that 
are in themfelves agreeable j but choose 
WITH PREFERENCE thofc whofe ftudies and 
hsJ^its are congenial to our ovirn* We ap-? 
PROVE the men who employ much of their 
time upon aftronomical obfervations; but are 
moft apt to »B Pl^EASEP WITH people who 

converf© 
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convcrfe. about what touches our intereft 
more nearly, and lies as we fay clofer to our 
own level* 



TO LINGER, TO PROTRACT, 



THESE elegant verbs, in the fenfe I 
jnean to fpeak of them here, are certainly not 
far from being fynonymous. Procrasti- 
nation and DELAY fhall be fpoken about 
in their places; while the lingering poifon 
with which the Guinea Blacks touch their 
arrows,' and produce in thofe who are 
wounded by them long protracted and 
innumerable difeafes, we have now at length 
found out to be no other than the putrid 
matter emanating from dead bodies ; which 
matter laid on the weapon's head, like that 
of the fmall pox upon a furgeon's lancet, in- 
oculates with certain efficacy the haplefs per* 

fon 
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fon whofe fkin is razed by aa attow ihw 
. prepared^ and who hopes in vain for cmt 
from year to year, . . . ;i 

and fliuns to know 

That life PROTRACTED IS PROTRACTED w6c. 



LIVERY AND UNIFpRIv^. 



WE make the difFdrence cohfift 'merely 
•ndw p' days iri obfervirfg that fervants wfear 
the firft of thcfe, and gentlemen the other-; 
for although all eiveries mnft neceflarily 
'be UNIFORM, yet is not every uniform k 
LIVERY : witnefs the king of England, who 
wears one almoft cohftantly. 

Meantime 'tis certainly no dictionary 
♦word, nor would Dr. Johnfon have endured 
■with patience to hear this adjedive fubftan- 
-tized, as I may fay — though 'tis faid' DicSti 
gives a hint of regular colours worn 
• • i; badges 



^ diftindkicm^/given to tkofe troepi 
vrbo fought mcx^ bafttlcfi in the them al 
' Rome. . 

Louis Quatorze firft brought them into 
fafliion for thefe mo4em days; ^xid it was a 
device of his o'wh fuggefting too,when he 
tievrittodelled liis army, and appoin te d rach 
regiment fome mode of drefs and colour by 
ivhich they fhould be diflinguifhed and 
known. 

The xavalier of didcr ^xmes thought no 
icorn xrf wearing -a Jady's i.iVERy,.and of 
|>rofeffing himfelf her true and loyal^rva/r/; 
jior was the eonqueft x>£ the iLow Countries 
^ciFedl^d but .by. a ^ow made by the Ddbe 
d^Alva to a high-born dame, that he would 
Jay thoCe provinces at her feet. I cannot 
tell Aether ?tis igenqrally known that ro* 
imance Uved fo very Az/tf .in^be>world as tBk^ 
. althoqgh an Italian lady ftill calls the gentle- 
rfBian who waits to receive her commands, hmr 
eavalieir^rtf^^/^} and often requires fromhim 

at 



An attendance painful and exa€t enough to 
wetfy one who^id not eonfider fucJi oonv* 
mands as an hondur/altlibiigh he no lotlget 
wears her uniform or uy£&Y. Till Henry 
Bolingbroke's reign here in England, tha 
great nobles* colours weife worn Ky many 
dependent gentlemen, not* vaflals, . who 
thought the difUn£tion reputable, not diT-' 
graceful — who elf)oufed the quarrels of the 
houfe, and were -deficient in ev^ery virtue ra^^ 
ther than iSdelity. 

Shakejjpeare's Mercotio bears tellimonyto 
this ulage in Verona, where no doul^t he 
knew it ftill fubfifted, and nearly in fiill 
force ; — when the quarrelfome Tybalt cries 
cut on feeing Romeo — a Montague, and his 
enemy of courfe — Oh ! God be wi' you. 
Sir ; here comes my man — ^to which the 
other replies with a quibble expreflive of 
contempt — But Til be hanged^ Sir, if he 
wear your liveuy/* 

LOTH, 
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LOTH, UNWILLING, DISLIKING, NOT 
INCLINED. 



THESE "adverbs are not ftridly though 
nearly fynohymoiis ; for a young woman 
may reafonably enough be very unwil- 
ling to difclofe her paffion for a man, 
without any fuch caiife as the abfolutcly 
DISLIKING his perfon, or finding herfelf fe- 
rioufly NOT INCLINED to marriage ; but 
Ihe is delicate to confefs her difpofitions in 
his favour, and prudently LOTH to put her 
peace into the power of another, when it 
could fcarcely be called fafe even in her 
own. 



LOUD, 
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LOUD, NOISY, CLAMOROUS, TURBULENT, 
STORMY, VEHEMENT, BLUSTERING^ 



NATIVES of England know inftind* 
ively, but foreigners muft be informed, that 
thefe attributives have moll ^ffed being ap- 
propriated fome to things and foiiie to per- 
fons : we cannot for example call the wea* 
ther CLAMOROUS, let tempefts rage never 
fo high J and though Shakefpeare fays-^ 
" Have done, have done, you're louder 
than the weather it is faid but to exprefs 
die outcry of the people — that word being 
apparently adapted to Itrife of tongues, while 
the reft do moft properly belong to ele- 
mentary contentions, although fometimes 
brought forward to exprefs verbal difputes 
and violence of argument by a figure com- 
mon Enough. 
Let us try for an example likely to in- 
vol. u C c dude 
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elude them all. A failor who efcaped the 
wreck of the — •— ~ Indiaman, was faying 
how unhappy a cafe it was for thofe ihip$ 
to be fo laden as they fometimes are with 
female paffengers ; for that nothing furel/ 
ever equalled the diftrefs g£ its tuafonunate 
com^iander) who bringing home his daugh« 
tm and niece §or educadoiH almoft in fight 
Itind a hard gale roCt^ aftd roughened old 
Ocean in a tremendous msmner; while thun* 
derbolts falling frequently about thetti^ and 
the winds, L09DEK and more blustering 
than he had ever heard^ flruck terror into all 
on board : nor could the ftouteft heart refift 
a tender impulfe, when three beautiful girls, 
who at night lay down upon their beds void 
of care and full of hope^ftarted from them at 
morning twilight, roufed by the dreadful call 
of CLAMOROUS tongucs trying to be heard 
among the fliock of waves breaking Over the 
veflel with noisy violence and TURBULENT 
excefs — and coming upon deck clung round 

the 
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the captain, begging from his encumbered 
iarm^ with fpeechlefs though V£HEM£KT 
iatgony, that protedion which Heaven alone 
in fuch emergence Can beftow;-— till the 
weather now more sto&my at fun rifing 
ihewed them their native fhore— tKen, fpllt- 
ting the fliip afunder, precluded all poffibi- 
lity of efcape for them ; and took from the 
-too-wretched parent all defire of fundving 
fuch deilrudion. The failor who told the 
tale faw them ho more. 

LOWLY, MODEST, MEEK, BASHFUL, 
HUMBLE. 



ADJECTIVES defcriptive all of qualities 
ib charming^ that every one prizes them 
beyond every excelleoce att^inaUe^ when 
they are found in fome one elfe ; though 
npie^ but thofe who real^ ju|i the great 
C € 9 race, 
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race, defirpus^ to advance themfelves in 
chriftian perfeSion, much appear to ftudy 
the pradice of them in their own perfons : 
while 'tis agreed that without thofe very 
qualifications no man muft hope to fee his 
Saviour, who was the only true model of 
them alL — -For that they are not ftridly fy- 
nonymous, may I think be proved by bring- 
ing them all clofe together, without impu- 
tation of tautology, in a tranflation of Def- 
marets' pretty epigram upon the Violet: 
when the French wits joined to make a gap- 
land for Mademoifelle de Rambouillet, 
choofing each a fiower, and making verfes 
upon it. — The coUedion of poems when 
finiflied was known by the name of Guir- 
lande de Julie, and fome lines upon the 
Grown Imperial won the prize; — which 
was however wcill difputed by this neatly 
turned and elegant quatrain : 

Modefte en couleur, modefte en mon fejouTi 

Franche de I'ambitioD^ je me couche fous Therbej 
> ♦ • Mais 
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Mais fi fur yotre front je pcux briller un jour, 
La plus humble des fleurs fera la plus fuperbe. 

Which might be rendered as follows, with 
little other deviation from the original than 
that ^ which naturally follows inferiority of 
genius ; 

Though MODEST my tolours, and lowly my lot. 

For notice too bashful, too meek for ambition ; . 
. Should you deign me a place in this true-loyer's knot. 
The HUMBLEST of herbs would feel pride of condition. 

Defmarets' was an eafy, elegant writer, 

though fomewhat flighty: he made up a 

little book, fuch as we had once too few of, 

— and we have now. too many — ^a fort of 

Recueil ; 2uid he called it Delices de TEf- 

prit. Some wag. Menage^ I believe, put 

among the errata~ Au lieu de Delices lifez 

* 

Delires, 



CC3 LOtALTY, 



390 BRITISH STKONTMIr. 



LOYALTY, FIDELITY, FIRM ADHERENCE T$ 
ONE'S ?RINC¥L 



QUALITIES fo lovely, fo attractive, 
that Ms they perhaps which are moft prized 
even among aQ^eliq virttles \ and to this 
©pinion Milton, though fo violent on earth 
in the caufc of democracy, hears witnefs 
when he defcribes inhabitants of heaven, 
while 'mid the numherlefs paffagcs of the 
Paradife ILoft, configacd and juftly to per^ 
petual admiration, I h^ow none oftener 
quoted, none more truly delightful, than 
thofe which give us the charader pf faithful 
Abdid, and tcU us how 

Amongi); innumerable falfe, unmoved, 
Unfliaken, unfeduced, unterrify'd, 
^i8;.0TALTThekept| hisl0ve;| his zeal, 

Thefe fynonymes are going out of fafliion 
in days when the popular prate teaches tq 
S difmifs^ 
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dlfmirs^ or, ih the new phrafe, to cjifhier 
kings as foon as their virtues begin to re^ 
proachy or their power to affright ut. Let it 
be obferved however, that its with their 
louis d'ors the French drove out their mottOi 
Chrijlus re^nat^ vincit^ imperat — ^a legen4 
once revered — fo it appears too, that upon 
tOYALTY many excellencies feem to have 
depended — for with that virtue vaniflied 
all the reft. Who would ha,ve dreamed in- 
deed fome fifteen years ago, that the dwell- 
ers in Gaiil, whofe great diftindiion from 
other Europeans was a fidelity border- 
ing on fondnefs for their prince, could have 
looked tamely on, and feen the blamelefs 
grandfon of their JLouis le Bien<ume 
dragged like a lamb to flaughter, without 
one pious hand held up to fave bis life^ of 
whofe trilling predeceflbr's health they had 
fuch care, that when the meffenger arrived 
at Paris from Verfailles to tell of his reco- 
very firom a dangerous illnefs, the citizens 
Gc4 and 
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and populace flocked round about him, 
kifling the horfe which brought fuch joyful 
news; while one of their fweeteft poets 
breaks out into . a fort of filial rapture, (b 
charming in a fubjeA, 

Cher Prince! aimableRoi! car moncoeuren ce jour 
Ne reconnoit que les titrea d'eftime et d'amour. 

And now ! no adherence to the family^ 
no refped: for the fole remaining fcyon pf ^ 
ftock fo cherifhed; •no warm ATTAPH*? 

MENT left — ^no LOYALTY ! 

Oh judgment ! thou art fled to hnitiih breafts^ 
And men have loft their reafon. 

The firft of thefe words was formerly ufed 
to exprefe conftancy in love, fidelity to 
a man's miflxefs; but that fenfe is fure 
enough grown obfolete in our country, 
where ladies no longer require painful fcr- 
yices from their admirers — lovers I will 
not . call them — and where if a man does 
profefs to love a woman, which he fcarcely 

ventures 
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ventures fo do— he thinks of nothing Itfk 
than ferving her I believe, aad fidelity 
implies, fervice. Of love then and of Loy- 
ALTY fpeak we no more : they are out-of- 
faOiion terms in England, and from its 
neighbour France they are completely ba^- 
niflied. We v^ill however venture to add, 
that formerly a wife's attachment to her 
hufband, her fidelity to the maurital efi- 
gagements, and fubmiflion to his authority^ 
with fteady adherence to his finking for- 
tunes (if fuch was their lot in life), and dili- 
gent endeavours to repair that fortune by 
dutiful attention to his intereft, were dig- 
nified by the name of loyalty ; and fo 
the foreigners will find it in our beft 
authors, when fpeaking even the coUo^ 
quial language of the times ; while married 
women failing in thefe points are common- 
ly and conftantly called disloyal, and to 
be called fo was confidered as the mofi: bitter 
pf all reproaches, . The fair dames of the 
8 prefcnt 
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prcfent day (how their difapprobatioii of 
this term in many fenfes, and with the 
word may perchance lofe fight of the quali^ 
ti^s implied by it ; although we muft confeis 
ihzt LOYALTY U M the band which ties the 
jhtaf together; and whenthat*$ cut — away 
the charities ! the tender ligatures that twift- 
ing without perplexity form the foft bands 
of focial life — away all filial piety ! all con» 
jugal aflfedkion, all idea of the man — 

X'irho, whether his hoary Ctc he fplfss. 
And thoufan4 grateful thoughts arilc^ 
Or feeks his fpoufc*s fonder eye. 
Or Yicvs Ws failing progeny j 
Ten thoufand paflions take their tumS} 

Ten tho^fand raptures move ^ 
JHis heart now leaps, now melts, now bums. 

With reverence, hope, and loYe* 

Pope, 

Inflead of thefc verfes now ifead the follow- 
ing, fcarce a caricature of French condu^ 
newly arranged fo upoil principle — ^while 



They 
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Ttcy fay man and wife ftall no longer be one i 
po you taVe a daughter, and Til take a fon : 
And fince all things are equal, and all men are free^ 
|f your wife don't fuit you, Gr, perhaps Ihe'U flilt me. 



J.02ENGE, PARALLELOGRAM^ 



AND thefe words would have hs^d no 
place berf, but that although both of them 
^e alike 'm their proper iitu^tloiis terms of . 
art, beft aj^ropriated to heraldry or to gecM 
inetry, the firft h45 by mere acgident got 
into the commoneft ufe by a fancy fome 
apothecary took at firft of making up littlo^ 
jneffeftual preparations for a cough in that 
particular form, with two acute angles and 
two obtufe ones j fo that now when a lady 
©pens her \>qx of bon-bons— all the leaft 
lileafrng ve denQminated lozjsnzes by 

fourtefy. 
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courtefy, be their figures and ihapes what 
they will ; and fo foreigners will find them 
called, much to their fiirprife, when they 
are eating round or oblong bits of indurated 
fyrup, to pleafe people who appear to con- 
fider them as Ijpecifics for a diforder far be- 
yond their reach. Lozenge in heraldry 
is a diredt rhoihb, in which the arms of 
fingle women's anceftors here in Great Bri- 
tain are included, fome fay for one wife 
reafon, fome for another. That which, ob- 
fcrving the ancient form of the rock or Ipin- 
dle, gives it becaufe of the affinity with the 
word fpinjicr in our language, feems neareft 
■^but we fee widows as well as maids have 
the LOZENGE on their fcals or coach, info- 
touch that there is no need to fearch at all 
for a reafoh deeper than this. Coat armour 
can belong to no female ancient or modern, 
tinlefs the Amazons of old and Poiflardes of 
t modern days claim an exception. It was 
originally given as ornarhent to the fhielda 

of 
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cf crufading warriors, and obtained only 
by diftinguifliing themfelves in battle. 'Ti$ 
therefore the arms are ftill (or ought to be) 
ever comprifed in a Jbield \ while women 
ufing no Jhieldsy yet having pleafure to 
boaft the prowefs of their forefathers, take 
the device granted to tbem^ and wear it, not 
as a fon does in the JhieU^ but in fomc 
unpretending form — a lozenge for exam« 
pie. 



LUCRATIVE, GAINFUL, PROFITABLE. 



THE application made in common chat 
of thefe adjectives depends much upon 
chance j yet fo far cuftom has formed a kind 
of rule that we fay a gainful trade^ a 
PROFITABLE employment, and a lucra-* 
TIV£ life, I think; by which latter i& meai^ 

aliff 
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la life fpent in the abfolute and unremitted 
purifuit of Wealth ; fo that it ia not therefore 
ftridily, though apparently fynonymous with 
the other two, which have aft I recoiled^ no 
fenfes feparate each from othen A life 
wholly LUCRATIVE muft be filled with anx* 
iety, becauJTe the inftability of riches is well- 
iaaown : yet may it be profitable, for 
ought I know, to the foul's health in general ; 
as it certainly keeps pflF many vices of the 
• fenfual kind, and not a few intelledual ones, 
by the mere banifliment of idlenefs by per- 
petual occupation, and mortifying the body 
with that very anxioufnefa we have been 
mentioning; and which can fcarcely be 
avoided in the early years of attending to a 
&AIKFUL branch of bufmefs made ib by in* 
flefatigaUenefs of application. And now, as 
a contraft to iach grave fulyeds^ we will 
sater on a gayer fynonyi&y, ever xecolk&ing 
Ikowever tbe words of Am ekgant inodera 

writer. 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. $99 

rniter, who fays moft truty^ that the tnhth 
of one half of mankind is a taik upon tht 
teiufclee of the othen 



LUDICROUS, COMICAL, LAUGHABLE, . 
HUMOROUS, DROLL, 



IF critically applied tc eflays, dlramas, &c* 
are nearly but not exactly fynonymous j for 
a thing COMICAL in its own nature, and 
feemingly well adapted to the ftage, will no| 
always be laughable, and vice vtrfa. 
TTiere are humorous ftories told every 
day in company, that, as Shakefpeare fays, 
fet the table in a roar, which would excite 
no fympathy of mirth in an audience met 
on fetpurpofe to beentmained : nor wo«kl 
any thing appear half fo lUDiCROus as the 
infenfibUity of pit, box, and gallery to a tale 
which, told to any ten people there at luj^ 

per, 
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per, would divert them. Laughing depends 
upon a thoufand minute circumftances ; and 
the man of humorous faculties is never half 
as fure of making thofe who furround him 
iaugh, as the man of wit is fure to make 
them all admire. Wit is a brilliant quality, 
and of a pofitive nature ; it may be tranflat- 
ed in twenty languages, and lofe but little j 
bu^foreigners can with difficulty learn to 
laugh with us, or we with them. 

Doctor Beattie feems to have confounded 
thefe qualities (Irangely, and feledts paflages 
as HUMOROUS, which I think purely and 
perfedly witty ; and feleds from Hudibras 
too, of all books perhaps mod dazzling with 
fcintillant brightnefs. I fhould as foon be 
tempted to laugh over Young's poems as 
Butler's ; for though ridicule and fatire pro- 
voke admiration, and we all agree to ex-, 
pr^fs that admiration by laughing, 'tis but a 
company laugh at 4aft, called up to ihew 
that we underftand the joke, but is exprcC* 

five 
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^ve of no mirth J while in Goldfmlttfs fivd 
a£t farces you arfe mbihentarily prefented 
x^ith fome DROLL miftake, fbme burlefque 
image, or fome tuDicROtJS fitudtioti, which 
dffifted by the adlpr forces out fuddien and 
ihvoliintary laughter from the moft ferioufly 
difpofed. Whatever appears ftudied cannot 
be HOMoitotfs, though comical it may 
be made by ftudy cettiiiiily ; as Swift arid 
Con^reve knew. They were facetious wri-* 
ters in the trueft fenfe of that claffical word J 
but I fee more humour in Johnny Gilpitk 
than in all Gulliver's Travels, replete as 
Aeyare whh wit, and fatire, and raillery^ 
and malice. Shakefpeare meantime poffeffds 
the true power over his countrymen's hearts^ 
• who never at the thoufandth reprcfentation 
forbear to give their unequivocal teftimony 
to his various powefs, while Lancelot Gobbd 
atid his Whimfical father inftrudi Bafljanid 
oti hii5 way to mafter Jew's j ot when El- 
bow's examination before the magiilrates id 
xoui. t> d likely 
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l^^7 of them obfenrcs) to outlaft 

a night u» Ruifia, when jiights are longeft 
there. The Terence between wk and 
HUMOUR is beft exemplified however in 
die hiftorical plays ; where we find Falfiaff 
always witty^ nor can difixefs at laft in any 
degree Uunt his powers.of calling up comic 
iipoiages, and combining them with facetious 
pleafantry ; but mine Hoftefs dilplays pure, 
naive and native humour, nor can any 
thing exceed her proljl fimplicity in the 
account £be ^ves of the poor knightfs death, 
when he is gonci whofe fupport in every 
fcene often took our attention away from^ 
her charader — admirably^ incomparably as 
'tis drawn. Ben Jonfon has not^ I fome- 
how think, received his^ue praife for HU- 
J40UR. Learning is an enemy to merriment, 
we fancy J yet furely the laft fcene of the 
Alchymifl:, which to every other perfe^ion 
that a comic dran^a can poITcis, adds the 
LUDICROUS appearan(;e of die gaping neigh- 
bours^ 
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Ibotttti apparently aH wondtfftruck at fight 
of what thcj kflew perfbdly wcH before, 
but had been perfuaded to difbelieve againft 
the evidence of their own fenfes, chained 
down by the fuperior genius of Jeremy 
Butler — ts an^ aftoniflxing performance— 
ingenious and fubtle in the contrivance and 
grouping— yet fo truly natural, pleafant, and 
honefUy laughable, no powerar of face can 
ftand it: and when I fit alonie and refre(h 
my memory with the efied that play had 
upon the ftage in Garrick's time, I can 
laugh from recoUedion of its force. Gar« 
tick indeed knew all the avenues to laugh^^ 
terj and had fuch extraordinary capacity for 
playful images, and light gaiety, that the 
words LUflicROVSi droll, and comical 
can nevor furely be pronounced or written 
without exciting tender remembrance of 
him, whoTe pleafantry made our lives ch^eiv 
ful— perhaps even at the expence of hit 

OWIU 

D d a mxuRTy 
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LUXURY, SENSUALITY, VOLUPTUOUSNESS, 
DEBAUCH. 



THESE words are often falfely ufed as 
fynonymous; for the fignification is moft 
comprehenfive in the firft word, mpft brutal 
in the fecond, foft in the third, and rotten 
in the fourth. For luxury only implies ex- 
cefs in every thiag from whence pleafure 
leaft alloyed by pain can be extrafted ; and 
'twas in that fenfe Prior underftood it, when 
he made his Solomon exclaim. 

The pow'r of wealth I try*d. 

And all the various luxe of coftly pride. 

» A man may be faid to revel in'intelledtuaf 
LUXURY, if he provides himfelf a magnifi- 
cent-library of the very choiceft books, 
bound with elegance, and of the moft per- 
&St editions. A fpacious gallery furniihed 
with piftures of inunenfc value, and yet 

BOt 
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not one unpleafing fubjedi toiu:hed, though 
the moft famous maftere have been culled 
from J two great wild views from the hand 
of Salvator Rofa being alone permitted to 
roughen the faftidious delicacy of a colle£kion 
whence martyrdoms and indecencies are 
excluded with equal care. A mufeum of 
natural rarities, ingenioufly pliiced ^nd dili^ 
gently brought together from various cli- 
mates ; and a menagerie of wide extent for 
living animals, that he may ftudy natural 
hiftory without the danger and fatigue of 
travelling. An ample park for maintejiance 
of fuch creatures as being graminivorous 
will not pfieiid each other; and proper food 
with ufeful and commodious fabricks pro* 
vided in it, that fo they too may live in 
what they reckon luxury, and be tempted 
to continue the race, though in a country 
far diftant from their own. A lake of at 
leafl; eight Engliflx miles in circumference 
for containing fifh, and inviting its mafter 
Dd3 to 
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to conflnid Iittl« yachts, &c. or ftudy the 
art of nianaging fliips, bvilding fmallveflels, 
and ib forth. But if he riota in r^l intel^ ^ 
ledual LUXURY, he will above all thingi be 
careful to fix a grand obfiarvatory iH)on fwA 
an eminenee as may commaad a wide hdP* 
rizonj fUUog the room ynaix proper tele^i 
ibop^^ i^proximaton, and all due imple* 
me?^?. of ftydy J the qhambcr Qn4or it to 
€onr»L(i fQ^ie bpol;& fuh}«^9 eonneM 
with or immediately trcatin|; of thofe globei 
wrhich adon; the wpper ftory, Aat fo hia 
):|iow|e(%e of the heavenly bodies may be 
i^iUtatcdt a^d he may he fpared the trouble 
of retiring to his library for eoafultii^ aftro«i 
nomical authors; while the dofets tJberc 
cpntaii^ chi?^7 the coftly coloured accounts 
of foreig^i ^pd dpmellic birda, ferpents, &c« 
with f^ai'ce engravingSs drawings both of 
anciqpjt and modern jnafters — with pnnts 
jnn^merablef .and ali of fome peculiar pre^ 
parties to deferve a place in a coUedlon ib 
, ; 7 eminent: 
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eminent : leaiang the planetaLrium, large or- 
rery and quadrants in*the obfervatory, to be 
confulted occafionally. 

The xnufie room or banqueting houfe 
meantime is nearer home; and every ihftru- 
mcnt is there provided for every performer, 
Ihould his own be forgotten or injured: 
with large quantities of manufcript ibngs, 
and degant quartettos id fcore, that difap- 
poiotment may never intrude, and pulh 
pleafure out of doors who knows fo well 
to call and to detain her. For although we 
have not yet fpoken of his coins amidft this 
combination of literary eafe and fcientific 
elegance; yet muft they, united with catoeos, 
medals and inta^ios, be fuch as attrad envy 
and admiration from thofe who beft under- 
ftand 'the nature of fuch things :— while the 
flower-garden, phyfic^-garden, hot-houfes, 
green-'houfe and confervatory fhall be con- 
ftruded on the completefl: plan; that full 
fcope may be afforded to our luxurious 
D d 4 fcholar's 



4P9 BRITISH SYNONYMY, 

fcholar*$ commendable refearches into 
npw (Jiicoverfd receffe& of botany, the \oy^ 
and maladies of plants, ^c. and among thefe 
intelleilual- luxuries we will allow him 
that of refufmg his neighbours admittance 
for the folace of his /r^Vf , or of admitting 
them for gratification of his tw^i/'/y, juft aa 
thp humour fuits, And furely ^ man ipay 
pfkCt all this by the mere force of a fortune 
ppt in thefe days accounted enormpus, 
\yithpu(: the fmalkft deviation towards vo-! 
LUPTppysNEss, every tendency to whiql^ 
he ftu^ioufly jivpids ^ while inftead of fay- 
ing with Sir Epicure . Mampionj^ " Down 
peds ar( to^ bard^ min( Jball be blown up^^ 
pur man of luxury lleeps on ^ flock raat- 
trcfs, and wit^xput fire tpp^^till the fharpfrofts 
fet in, when pne large hnnel coal keeps hia 
chamber from excefs pf cpld, and leaves no 
fcent behind :— for we pfiuft remember that 
he is a profeffed valetudinarian, and guards 
prfcipus health with 'moll attentive ab-. 

ftinenc§ 
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ftinence from every kind of game, Iwgh 
diflies, fauces, &c. living chi?fly if not whol* 
ly upon chicken fatted at the bsurn door onlyj 
never put up, and mutton from the moun- 
tains of Wales or iJQand of Portland in its 
feafon ; drinking no liquor except Spa or 
Seltzer water, coftly as wines, and imported 
by himfelf and agents with unremitted care. , 
Thefc he indulges in ; and as it has been . 
long his fixed intention to remain always in . 
a ftate of celibacy, he keeps a regular and 
handfome table for friends that come and 
fbiy a week with him by turns — but never 
longer at a time, left attachment on his part 
njight breed familiarity on theirs, and contrar 
diction, whichever offends him, might cnfue. . 
To avoid therefore all fuch intimacy, as could 
only produce tales of forrow in the foft com- 
pjmions, and in the rough perhaps fome- 
what of independaMB in their air and man- 

fo difpleafing to his nerves, and fo likely , 
{9 difturt) his tranquillity, ncv«r more than , 

eight, 



4td' ' BRITISH; SYNONYMY. • 

eight, or fewer than fix gentlemett or ladicif 
fit down with- him at once ; that number 
being juft fiiflScient to invite talk and yet 
preclude Confidence, freeing Him at once 
from folitude and exertion* AH this while 
SENSUALITY is methinks kept at an immea- 
Ibfable diftance; The phyficiah, whoin he 
daily fees and fees, that no teihptation to ne- 
^ed his tmft may ever arife, recommends 
regular hours and temperance in fleep, coai<c 
linen for bed and body, and winter time 
low fires, cold bathing, and flannel next the 
ikin ; and with thefe hardihips, whi^h fame 
men undergo to purchafe heaven, bur tvx^ 
Ultious gentleman is ready to comj^y^ nS 
death is what he dreads moft therefore 
gbes not to London left he fhould fee or 
hear of it ; keeps out of parliament for ob» 
vious reafons, befides that political d^tei 
would harafs his mind ' too much, and In- 
terrupt the peaceful tenour of his life; On 
, the fame principle he never plays at cards 

higher 
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Ugfaer than half^Ksnyvm whUl— all game§' 
having, as he juftly obfemsi a tendency ta 
ni£9e a man's temper and agitate his fyu- 
lits for nothing ; while dancing woiild heat 
his blood. Sports of the field are far too 
boifterous for fo delicate a frame, unlefs the 
ladies tempt him out two or three fine even- 
ings during a long fummer, to take fome 
partridge with » net and fetting dog — tn 
animal trained like his companions to ap- 
parent gsdetjr and real fubmiflion: but fii^ 
^ourite creatures he refolves againft as trou- 
blefomei and only looks over his birds and 
beafls in their aviaries and menagerie. Hb 
ftable i$ not e^teniive, and confifts only of 
eafy pads for his own riding, with choice 
of excellent hacks, and ufeful not fhowy 
horfes for his carriage ; as he travels little^ 
and vifits not at all. Servants' accounts he 
fuflfcrs not to perplex him, having con« 
traced with his fleward for eight thoufand 
pounds a year to pay all expfncfs; and keep- 
ing 
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ipg four thoufafitd pounds a year more an^ 
ttually In his own hands for occafional pur- 
chafesi &c;. that fo living always within his: 
income, he ney6r may be made uneafy about 
any thing ; for which reafon he will not 
hear of poverty or mifery, nor will ever ex- 
ercifc either his mind or body to fatigue 
for any pizrpofe. Taking care of his books, 
pidures, &c. is his rational and tranquil 
amufement; and as Ihefe were originally 
bou^t with the forty thoufand pounds 
which came to him ten years ago, when his 
father's death put him in pofTeQion of that 
fum in the flocks, and a clear not nominal 
cftate of twelve thoufand pounds per aimum 
in land, within fifty miles of the metropolis- 
he has no care in this world except to en* 
jpy it fufficiently, and keep from him every 
thing noifome and offcnfive ; among which 
no creature can be more unwelcome than 
one who loves qejauch — and never will 
our man of true luxury endure again in 
z hia 
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Me fight that officioua friend, who, from ig-. 
norance and mifapprehenfion of his patron's 
charader, brought with him once a fellow 
{killed in roaring out obfcene catcher and 
other as beaftly modes of entertainment, 
thinking (how vainly !) to divert the matter 
of the houfe — who, after the fecond hdlf- 
hour, exerted himfelf beyond his ufuai 
ftrength to turn them both out of it— and 
told his phyfician next day, the illnefs he 
had incurred by the fatigue, was at leaft more 
fupportable than fuch people's prefencc for 
an afternoon, 

I am fenfible that in this example I have 
extended myfelf beyond the ufual limits; 
but I wifhed to fhew my notions on this 
fubjed, and to prove by this trifle how dif- 
tant fuch words are from fynonymy : whilft 
SENSUALITY may refide and triumph in 
Otaheite, and a Turkifli Effendi may riot in 
DEBAUCH — while true luxury muft now 
be fought for in Great Britain, leaving 

foftet 
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fofier TOLUPTvoukx^iss to idgii at V«h 

Her daugKter and htt darling without end* 

Again, if we look over Suetonius, we 
ihall find, that when Nero conftruded the 
deling of his Golden Houfe, fo as to fheW 
by mechanifm the moyements of the hea.^* 
venly bodies, he was LUXURIOUS} whilft 
Heliogabalus was a tiiere voluptOary, 
Vitellius a sensualist, and Tiberius an 
old DEBAUCHEE. Let no one here think 
it either new or ingenious to inform me that , 
pleafure may be bed fought and fureft foimd 
in vutue; and that charming Dn Gold* 
fmith has an elegant line of 

Learathe luzi^rt of ddng good. 

All this is fo ; but to inake an extradl df 
pleafure from virtue prefuppofes long habits - 
in the work, and early knowledge of that 

moft 
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moft admirable alchytny. 'Ti8 cerbunty de« 
iirable that we Ihovld fmd them conijftent. 
yriih and conformable to each other j but la 
fodomg we muft be wiferthan Sobmcm and 
ftronger than Hercules, for tbey covld never 
get them to agre^f — and St. Paul acknow* 
ledges a war within between the fleih and 
fpirit. /take the popular idea of luxury 
to be the true one, and haye been careful to 
baniih virtue as completely as I baniOied 
vice from the man — ^who, whatever he vcizy, 
feek or ihun, does it wholly and folely oa 
the narrow principle of mean felf-prefd- 
rence ; a quality repugnant to every colour 
and deftruitive of every £hade of what we 
Cflil Chriftian virtue* 



LYING, 
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LYING, OECfilVING, ffilGNiNG, DISSEMBLING, 
IMPOSING ONi CHEATING BY FALSE TALEi 
OR APPEARANCES INTO BELIEF, HYPOCRI- 
,TIC;AL DEALING, PIOUS FRAUDS, 



^ O R wfi are here talking of fuch frauds 
as are meant only to take in the underftand- 
ing, and are not aimed at the purfe : he who 
obtains money under a fhow of pretences 
in themfelves jmtrue, may be called a trick- 
fter, or fwindler, but is not better than a di- 
rt€t thief. We are now fpeaking merely of 
LIARS that IMPOSE on yoiir mind, and 
betray your credulity with falfehbod : — yet 
even there, and in that limited fenfe, the 
words are not rigid fynonymes. The peo- 
ple who come to you with a feigned 
ftory of your friend's death or marriage, for 
a joke, as 'tis called, are among this fet 5 
and tell you after all is over, that 'twas no- 
thing but a white lie. 

But 
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fiut thofe who iim at ridicule 
Should fix upon fome cettain rule^ 
Which fairly hitits they are in jcft, 
Elfc I muft enter my proteft ; 
For though a man be ne'er fo wife, 
He may be caught by fober lyes. 

Befides all this, there is ufually a train of 
TRICKS in almoft every profeffionj meaat 
to give confequence to thofe who are ini- 
tiated, by deceiving others into a notion 
of their fuperiority j and although people 
have been mcft feduloufly bent on watch- 
ing and deteding fuch hypocritical 
DEALING in the clergy, yet many of their 
hearers have the fatne artifices ready ; mafked 
batteries to play on thofe they mean to con- 
quer: and as in former times the young fel- 
lows who wanted to repair their broken for- 
tunes by marriage, pretended to be pious or 
prudent, for the fake of deceiving parents 
who had daughters to difpofe of; — fo they 
now FEIGN more vice and indifcretion than 

VOL, I. E e they 
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they really have, in order to win the girls 
who are at their own difpofal — ^whilft falfe 
cafes in medicine obtrude themfelves, I am 
told, even among treatifes compofed and 
written by the learned; cheating us in 
that manner by well-invented tales into be- 
lief of fads brought forward for the fup- 
port of fome new remedy, or peculiar mode 
of treatment in fome particular complaint 
Yet although the prefcription or method 
thus infmuated or rather half-forced 
upon J our attention fliould be the very beft 
poffible, it would be dissembling my 
fentiments grofsly, were I not to condemn 
the means; becaufe truth is at laft to be 
preferred to every thing. And St. Auguftine 
profeffes fuch enmity to what after his death 
the world was long conteated to call Pious 
FRAUDS, that he gives it exprefsly as his 
moft folemn opinion, that if the whole fa- 
brick of our holy Chriftian religion could 

' - be 
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be fupported on his part only by a lye, he 
would let it fall. 

In this day however, when fucb tempta- 
tions to FALSEHOOD difappear, others more 
likely to feduce are foon fuggefted by the 
grand deceiver; who folicits the rich 
merchant to increafe his (lores by fpecula- 
tioris concealed from his friends, his family, 
nay his clerks ; hiding the true ftate of his 
affairs fo fkilfuUy from tbeniy that he learns 
at length to impose upon bimfelf \ and 
after going forward for years, upon the fup- 
pofed flrength of nominal and ideal riches, 
fhoots himfelf at laft for fear of a bank- 
ruptcy — perhaps equally imaginary, j and, to 
the comfort of honeft gains which he might 
have long enjoyed in open day-light, pre- 
fers the fecret pleafure of cheating man- 
kind by a feries of false appearances j 
in this extraordinary manner having con- 
trived the method of living and dying in a 
LYE. Nor is our fex exempted from tempt- 
£ e 2 ations 
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ations to deceit ; nor is, thA lady who hangs 
out.falfe colours to cheat beholders into 
love, for the fole gratification of her vanity 
er avarice, her appetite or aa^itiofi| much 
more to be Uamed than is the notable coun^ 
try houfewife, who leagues with the ftcw^ 
ard to procure abatements of rent, and im- 
provements of her own jointure land, while 
the hufband, drunk after a fox chace, or 
gouty after a drinking match, remits \m 
attention to bufinefs. 

Neither will we confine ourfelves to coun^ 
try practice: numberlefs are the London 
fliopkeepers in the retail way, who know 
they muft wink at their wives' falfe account$ 
of money taken by the till in ahfence of a 
mafter eafily led to be difputing about the 
liberties of his country, whilft they Tnaii 
favings as they call it unknown to him, for 
the purpofe of buying a finer filk coat than 
their neighbours can afford, for a favourite 
daughter, When her dancing-m^fter*s ball 

draws 
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draws out the p^tty emul^^tk^n f£ a mbmf 
but numerous clufter of parenis, aunts and 
gqardians;-^r v^oife fomecimes, when the 
good women chbat thdr hti&ands to^ieed 
the yices of a rakifh fon^ and bribe die ap« 
prentice boy to let him in flyly at ui|pe)v 
mitted hours, without his lather's knpw- 
tedgfc or confent. Nor Jet iJie fuperdiiouv 
fsihionift turn from a tale fo vulgar — pur 
ibcial life depends upon ditfe people> whom 
in his own phr^e nubody knows ; nor has 
he better claims to th^ praife of fincerity 
and fair-dealing than thefe mentioned; a 
hundred mean (hifts and pahry tricks do he 
and his companions pra£fciie, to keep their 
little feathers afloat upon the llream of fa« 
ihion, which breaking i)ito many currents 
leaves them at one moin^nt wrecked upon 
a laft year's fhoe buckle — at another en- 
tangled in an antiquated fword knot, loft 
^mong a cloud of coarfely^lcented hair- 
powder, or fcsrgottea among ti»e folds of a 

modem 
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modem neckcloth. Tor tbefe DScbivers- 
we might add another fet, who influenced 
by vanity, and defire of detaining a com- 
pany's attention, tell false tales even of 
ihemfelves — talks to their own difadvan- 
tagetoo, when ftbck of converfation runs 
low, ahd fa£ts are wanted by faftidious hear- 
ers^ who hate the trouble of fentiment or 
difquifition. Such dabblers in domeftic 
knowledge, fuch retailers of anecdote Ihould 
be cautious at leaft not to appropriate nar- 
ratives, which, by being once written or 
often repeated, are become common ftock j 
while the recorded opinion of Dr. Johnfon, 
that if a ftory told in company is untrue, 
'tis fo much taken from the ftory's value, 
fhould deter them from entering into a vein 
of recital, for which few men have a very 
happy talent after all. And if the author of 
tilie Rambler fufTers not fuch talkers to paTs 
by lincenfured, how heavy are his dcnun* 
eiations againft thofe, who vifiting a wife 
% man 
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man to obtain his advice appear before hini 
in a FEIGNED charafter; — fuch cunning 
perfons but expofe themfelves to that refent- 
ment natural to him who fiivls himfelf 
tricked by an underftanding inferior to his 
own, when perhaps the diftruft he can never 
in future wholly lay afide may ftop the 
voice of counfel or enquiry for ever j and 
keep, as Milton exprefles it, 

Wifdom at one entrance quite (hut out. 

But human precepts againft deceit arc 
idle, whilft the devil is faid by our blefled 
Saviour to be the father of it j and whilst 
we recoiled that the angel commiflioned to 
inftrud St. John fliewed him among dogs 
and forcerers, murderers and idolaters, who^ 
foever loveth and maketh a lye. * 

* Rev. c. xxii. v. 15. 
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